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A Very Special
Invitation
On Friday 11th February, representatives from
the School Council were invited by our Chair
of Governors, the Right Worshipful the Mayor
of Newport, Councillor Bill Langsford for a tour
of the Council Chambers and Mayor’s Parlour.
Fifteen students visited the Civic Centre
where they were greeted by one of the
Mayor’s staff. The students were taken to the
Council Chambers where they were able to
direct questions to the Mayor. The questions posed by students ranged from the development of Newport City Centre to
education and tuition fees and the advantages and challenges of being Mayor of the city. The Mayor told students that one of
the highlights of his time as Mayor and a “perk” of the job was meeting the European Ryder Cup Team at the Celtic Manor
Resort. Students were escorted to the Mayor’s Parlour where they were served refreshments and were presented with a
commemorative gift.
We would like to thank the Mayor for his hospitality and for finding time in his extremely busy schedule to talk with us.
The experience was highly enjoyable and was described by one student as a “once in a lifetime chance”.
Mrs James

Conference Speakers Inspire Learners
Year 10 students were involved in an all day conference on exam and revision techniques earlier this term. This was the
first of its kind in school and was scheduled to mark the point when revision should start in earnest.
The morning comprised of four seminars led by a number of teaching staff. The seminars covered all aspects of revision
and methods of maximising examination performance. Groups rotated around the seminars, picking up valuable tips
along the way. Each group took part in a mini exam to look at the rules that are in place and why they are there, planned
a revision timetable, considered the best place to revise and learned different revision techniques to make the most of
their time.
In the afternoon, two past students addressed everyone in the hall. Dean Berry and David Coltherd both left school in
1989 and were visiting the new school for the first time. Since leaving school, Dean has worked in investment banking and
recently appeared on Grand Designs when the programme followed his renovation of a castle in Usk where he now lives
with his family. David joined Burlesque Hair Salon at the age of 16 and is now a partner in the company; he recently took
a team of employees to be part of the London Fashion Show.
The school is planning to follow up the conference with revision activities over Easter. This should complement all of
the support already in place after school each day. Look out for more details to follow.
The exams are coming and the time to put in the extra effort is now! For more information visit: www.nhsrevision.co.uk
Mr D Lawlor, Assistant Headteacher, Head of Key Stage 4

Learning • Believing • Achieving

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter
As I am sure you are aware, our number one priority is to ensure high standards
of achievement and wellbeing for all our students. Newport High also aims to
be a school at the heart of the community. We strive to ensure our students
are responsible global and local citizens. Good citizenship cannot be taught in
isolation, it involves active support for global and community well-being. I am
sure you will agree that our newsletter highlights the range of activities
students and staff complete to help us achieve this goal.
We have worked hard to develop our links with community groups and
primary schools. This year to date, we have already hosted a number of
community activities including curriculum activities, employer mentoring, a
Christmas lunch for the elderly, a cluster carol concert, a number of cluster sporting tournaments and a community
Eisteddfod. We are now planning a Family Learning Week and will use this event as an opportunity to encourage parents
and students to work alongside each other both during and after the school day.
We support a wide range of charities and, with the help of our School Council, actively encourage our students to take
part in fundraising for both national and local causes. So far this year, students have raised nearly £1,500 for Tenovus,
Cardiff Homelessness, the Prom Committee, the Community Allotment and Children in Need. The final amount raised for
Comic Relief will be known soon. The generosity and hard work of students continues to impress us all.
Our Eco Club have set themselves the challenge of raising awareness of the impact of environmental issues by working
towards the Green Flag award. As the most environmentally friendly secondary school in Wales, we are keen to ensure
our school is a sustainable and healthy environment in which to learn.
We could not complete this range of activities without the encouragement of parents and community partners. Can I
thank you all for your continued support of the school.
Kind regards
Karyn Keane

Dancing Dragons
On Wednesday 16th March, Newport High School held a 'Dance Off' to raise money for Comic Relief. The 'Dance Off' was
between four teams of fourteen Newport Gwent Dragons players, fourteen Year 12 Students, fourteen Year 13 Student and
fourteen members of staff. The event was organised by senior students, Gavin Evans, Naomi Richards, Daniel Newberry and
Stacey Williams and was supported by other Year 12 and 13 members. The day was very enjoyable and truly endorsed the
Comic Relief spirit. Gwent Dragons player, Phil Price, came out as their best dancer overall, with Luke Charteris showing off
his twinkle toes and Jason Tovey busting a few moves. In total the event raised over five hundred pounds! The overall
winners were the Year 12 team with the Gwent Dragons coming third but congratulations to everyone who took part for this
worthy cause.
Naomi Richards, Year 13
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Elements
Made Easy
Senior Science Technician, Ms A Pinder, has produced an
excellent classroom resource for Chemistry students. She has
collected information on the first 20 elements and has
produced a user-friendly class book.
Mr Gilchrist, Science Subject Team Leader, said: “Ms
Pinder has been responsible for a number of innovations in
the use of ICT in the department and has now produced this
informative guide. It will help both staff and students to
have a centralised point of reference for the Chemistry unit
of the Level 2 Btec course.”

La Mode et le Catwalk 2011
Two Year 8 classes (8JA and 8AMC) participated in a Fashion Show using the French language this term. These learners worked
in groups of three to six and each represented a different fashion style. Learners were extremely enthusiastic from the start
of this project and worked hard to plan and prepare in just one French lesson in order to achieve the success criteria. Well
done!
Madame Teixeira

Over the Moon
Earlier this term, Newport High School science students were lucky enough to be able to borrow a selection of Moon rocks
and meteorites.
Over the course of a busy week, all of Year 7 and 8 learners were able to view and handle the priceless samples.
Exhibits, including actual samples brought back by the Apollo astronauts, were on display for all to see.
Activities such as simulating meteor impacts, viewing samples of Moon rocks under the microscope and watching NASA
explain how the samples came back to Earth kept everyone interested.
As we have to wait 3 years before we can borrow this collection again, we truly made the most of this fantastic
opportunity.
Mr Gilchrist
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Important
Decisions
During the Spring Term we have been supporting students in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 with their Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5
option choices. In particular, we have been working with Year 11 students to make choices about post-16 education, training
and employment opportunities.
It is our hope that every student in Year 11 will return to our Sixth Form. The Sixth Form provision at Newport High School
is of the highest standard. For the past 3 years we have worked together with schools across the city of Newport to provide a
range of courses for our students. This year, we are entering into an exciting new collaboration with Bassaleg Comprehensive
School, Duffryn High School, St Joseph’s High School, and Coleg Gwent – the Newport West Post-16 Partnership. We will be
working with these schools to deliver nearly 40 different courses for students. This means that Newport High students may
complete some courses at other schools and likewise, students from other schools may study some subjects here.
The Newport West Post-16 Partnership offers a wide range of courses at Levels 2 and 3. Information about these courses
and their entry requirements was available at a well attended joint Pathways Evening which took place in March and further
information is available from the school or from the website: www.newportwest.co.uk.
Mrs Keane

Collaboration
Parents’ Evening
Success!

City of
Dreaming Spires
Some of our highest achieving students went on a visit to
Oxford University earlier this term with Mr Pemberton and
Mrs Brockley. The day started with an informative
presentation by an Admissions Tutor, where students were
introduced to the admissions and interview process and
given guidelines on how to make their applications and
how best to approach an interview.
This was followed by a tour of St Catherine’s College,
where Mr Pemberton had been a student himself and
lunch in the college dining room.
Students then walked into the centre of Oxford and
visited some of the more historic colleges.
This was a thoroughly enjoyable and informative visit
and will hopefully set our students thinking about the
university process, ready for when they start their
applications in the Autumn term.

On Wednesday 23rd March, Newport collaboration schools
held their very first parents’ evening at Nash College, Coleg
Gwent.
Students and parents from Newport High School, Duffryn
High School, Hartridge High School, Lliswerry High School
and Coleg Gwent all met their teachers under the same roof
to discuss their learning.
Collaboration reports were also written for the first time
and were collected during the evening.
The evening was received extremely favourably by
students, one saying:
“It was fantastic to be able to talk to all of my teachers
about what I had to do to improve in one go. It really shows
that collaboration is working.”
Mr Smith, Head of Design and Technology at Newport High
School said:
“Our first Post-16 Collaboration Parents’ Evening was a
fantastic opportunity to meet the parents of students we
teach from other schools and to establish lines of
communication to ensure each student is successful in their
studies. Teachers, students and parents working together - it
makes all the difference! “
The evening proved that collaboration is definitely
working in the city and the whole of Newport is looking
forward to working together next year through new
partnerships.
Mr D Roth, Assistant Headteacher, Head of Key Stage 5
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Reading for Fun
A very busy Literacy Fortnight was held in school earlier this
term, with a range of activities and competitions open to
learners. As part of the celebrations for World Book Day, a
competition was launched by the LEA for students to design
an alternative book cover for a famous children’s book. The
best entries were then forwarded to the LEA to be displayed
in the Civic Centre.
Many fantastic entries were received and we clearly have
some talented artists in school. Prize winners were Alex
Oldfield (1st) Isobel Flannelly (2nd) and Jordan Brittan (3rd))
with a further 10 finalists receiving certificates.
Students in Key Stage 3 also took part in a Book Title
Treasure Hunt for World Book Day. All staff wore a badge
showing a famous children’s book and students had to collect
as many book titles as possible by the end of the day.
Congratulations to prize winners Caitlin Martin, Adam
Fullwood, Chelsea Scott and Joseph Enos.
Throughout Literacy Fortnight, Year 7 & 8 students
researched their favourite quote from a book they have
enjoyed, or about reading in general. These were then
entered into a competition, with the winning entries being
engraved on plaques to be displayed on the wall outside the
Learning Resource Centre.
The LRC also ran a ‘Reading Rocket Readathon’ to
promote reading, both at home and in school.
Booklets were distributed to learners who read as many
books as possible over the two week period.
Congratulations to winners Alysha Maiorov, Simon Palmer,
Emily Hurn and Daniel Holder.
We hope that by raising awareness of the importance of
reading and showing students how much fun they can have
reading great books, students will continue to read for
pleasure both at home and in school and improve their
reading skills for life.
Mrs Brockley

Au café
Year 7 learners had the opportunity to become actors
when they participated in the role-play ‘Au café’. This
was a fun and enjoyable activity, where learners had to
put into practise the French language they learn in class.
This activity brought a lot of enjoyment to our learners
and their teachers. Let’s celebrate their success!
Madame Teixeira, Head of Languages
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House News
Here are some of our Key Stage 4 students who have had a particularly good term.
Well done to you all.

Branwen

Pryderi

Amy Tanner

Chloe Williams

Darian Clark

Ieuan Williams

Emma Poore

Alex Sanders

Alura Devlin

Karla Spellman

Katie Johansen

Kelsie Gibson

Kraig Jackson

Shaunna Cole

Alana
Dalton-Francis

Holly Griffiths

James Nash

Arianna
Salamanca-Robins

Taliesin

Olwen

Bradley Lewis

Chloe Hughes

Demi Beckett

Joel Dowling

Aimee
Whitehead

Amy Kempson

Curtis Shiers

Danielle Bath

Jordan Colling

Jordan Fletcher

Karl Guerra

Megan Grist

Kimberley
Perryman

Nathan Smith

Sepehr Nowrouz

Shannen
Hemmings
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D-i-s-c-o Fever
Hits Newport
High!
The first ever Key Stage 3 disco held in March was a huge
success. The evening was a great opportunity for students
and staff to enjoy a night of moving and shaking and a fun
time was had by all!
Thanks to everyone who helped make it a really brilliant
evening.
Mrs Charles

The Colour
of Success
A massive ‘congratulations’ goes out to the Key Stage 4
Health and Social Care learners who have worked very hard
towards achieving their course qualification. At the half way
point in the course, 65% of learners have achieved at least
one of their units. 11 of these young learners have already
achieved 3 units, which means that they have achieved their
OCR National Award in Health and Social Care and are
working towards their OCR National Certificate. Keep up the
hard work.
Mrs Scott

SNAG
‘A Taste of China’ was introduced to the Food Court this term with a range of mouth watering foods on offer. Students could
choose from sweet and sour chicken, noodles, egg fried rice and beef and black bean sauce. SNAG is our school nutrition
action group and we aim to provide good, nutritious food that is fun to eat.
The next taste day is planned to be ‘A Taste of America’… so watch this space for the confirmed date in the summer term.

Bright Ideas for
Bettws Brook
As part of their Community Awareness Project, the
Public Services group has been looking into making a
difference in the community. The area that they are
looking at is locally known as the Bettws Brook. They
have visited the site and formulated a plan of how they
would like to improve the area. They have worked
closely with Sergeant Davies of Bettws Police to
understand the types of anti-social behaviour that causes
concern to local residents.
Local councillors and other community partners were
invited to a presentation of their findings this term. The
presentation was extremely well received by the guests and a number of them have pledged time, money or support in
order for us to put some of our ideas into action. The Public Services students gave an excellent representation of the
school to some very important and influential people from the community. Well done to all!
Mrs K Charles
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Roedd diwrnod llawn hwyl ar gyntaf Maw
Roedd e’n ddiwrnod Eisteddfod yr Ysgol! We
thalent arbennig o dda. Daethon nhw i’r llwy
a darllen cerddi. Yn ystod yr wythnos cyn y
ymlaen fel ysgrifennu cerdd, neu wneud post
roedd Mr Boschen, prif o Olwen yn hapus ia
nhw! Da iawn i bawb sy wedi cystadlu, ac

Eisteddfod Y
This year’s Eisteddfod took place on March 1st, St.David’s Day. It was a fantastic
morning with the hall filled with excited Year 7 and 8 students, raring to go.
Miss Davies was the presenter, announcing what different things people were going
to do. I liked the way she made the show funny, exciting and interesting so we
wouldn’t get bored.
To start off, we all sang Sosban Fach at the top of our voices before the dance
groups went on stage. They were great; none of the groups were afraid to get up and
have a go and they all did different types of dances to different songs.
Next on stage were the singers who sang with all their might. They were really
good and extremely brave to get up on their own or with a friend and they all chose
popular songs so everyone else could join in or clap too.
After all that excitement, next on stage were students who read poems, some in
English and some in Welsh. I was in a group with my friends Clemence, Khadija,
Nadine, Stephanie and Lauren and we read ‘Daffodils’ by William Wordsworth. We
were all really nervous at first but once we started reading everything else just
blanked out and we could only hear the sound of our voices.
As soon as we finished, I read the poem I wrote about Wales. I was even more scared
now because I was on my own and the Mayor had just sat down in the front row of
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wrth 2011 yn Ysgol Uwchradd Casnewydd!
elon ni dysgwyr o gyfnod allweddol tri gyda
yfan parod i ddawnsio, canu, canu offerynnau
yr Eisteddfod, roedd llawer o gystadlaethau
teri. Ar ddiwedd y dydd, enillodd Llys Olwen,
awn oherwydd roedd yn drydydd tro enillon
c wrth gwrs llongyfarchiadau i Lys Olwen!

Yr Ysgol 2011
seats. He had his shining golden chains hanging over his shoulders. I managed to finish
the poem without making any mistakes so I was quite relieved.
Next to perform were the people playing musical instruments and wow were they
brilliant! There was a variety of different instruments including the drums, guitar,
keyboard, clarinet and flute. Everyone was up and clapping.
Once everybody had had their turn and were sitting down, and while all the points
that had been collected were counted up, the head boy and head girl presented the
Mayor with a huge cheque for over £500 for his chosen charity this year,
Tenovus. He was so pleased. Photos were taken and the Mayor made a short
speech before the winners of this year’s Eisteddfod was announced. In 4th
place, Branwen, in 3rd place, Pryderi, in 2nd place, Taliesin and in 1st place
was Olwen! There was a huge roar from the students in Olwen and a sigh
from those in the other Houses.
Although Olwen had won, I think everyone had enjoyed themselves and to
finish off the Eisteddfod we all stood up with smiles on our faces and sang
the Welsh National Anthem.
Georgia Southway.
8APW
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Allotment Therapy Project
Our allotment project aims to engage identified learners by widening their horizons through the medium of the living
environment. The benefits have been widespread, with students firstly creating a small growing area within the Inclusion
Centre and finally running an allotment. The students have the opportunity to learn in new, more relevant and exciting ways
in addition to raising their achievement by gaining a recognised qualification. This will have a positive impact on their
understanding of some crucial issues including:
● where food comes from and the role of farmers and growers
● what constitutes healthy eating and why it matters
● the inter-dependence of the urban and rural environments
● how and why we should care for the natural world
● the need for more sustainable development
The young people have benefited greatly from the rewarding and therapeutic enjoyment that growing food brings and,
once our crops start to grow, the learners will have the opportunity to prepare and cook their home grown produce.
Cindy Yates
Community and Youth Worker

1. Where is our allotment?

5. Bettws First Allotment
Society donated a shed.

2. Do you mean, this is it?

6. Our raised beds…no time
for sleep though!

3. We can do this!

7. Planting our first crop.

4. We name our project “Dig It!”.

8. Finished for the day.

Say it in Spanish
Three students are sitting GCSE Spanish this year and are all expected to
gain A*'s as they are lucky enough to have spent many years living in
Gibraltar or the Balearic Isles. Xantia, Jesse and Arianna have been
preparing for their exams after school on a Thursday and have already
achieved excellent marks in their coursework.
Mrs S Edwards said: "It's really interesting to teach learners who speak
Spanish more fluently than me! I've enjoyed chatting to the group in
Spanish and hearing about their lives in Gibraltar and the Balearics.
They've taught me some new words too!"

Set in an acre of land…as soon as you arrive
at the entrance, the differences
are already visible…
Open from 6am – 6pm
Monday to Fridays
☺ Special School Term
Rates available ☺ Superb location
☺ 16 CCTV throughout the Nursery
☺ Healthy well balanced cooked meals
for lunch and tea

Telephone 01633 852373
Pentwyn House, Pentwyn Lane, Bettws
www.chucklesnursery.com
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Fabulous Fashion
In February, the Level 2 Diploma Design class visited the Fashion Museum in Bath.
This was a fantastic opportunity for learners to see costume design through the ages
at first hand. The exhibition included wedding dress designs from the 17th century to
modern day fashion, with spectacular examples from fashion designer Alexander
McQueen. Also exhibited were outfits worn by famous people including Jennnifer
Lopez, Queen Victoria and Prince!
To link in with their 'Corset Project,' as one of their units learners were asked to
draw design details from the garments to give them inspiration when designing their
own corset collection. A workshop was also arranged with the Fashion curator where
learners had to interpret their sketches using paper, collage, hand sewing and
applique. In the museum there is a room where our learners also had the opportunity
to try on corsets and crinolines so they could see how heavy and large some of the
undergarments actually were.
The Level 2 Design students are currently designing and making their own corsets using the same principles as historic
costume design, but using modern materials. This includes interfacing fabrics, inserting boning and using eyelets to pull
the corsets together. The project has been undertaken by the learners with much enthusiasm and ambition to create a
range of fantastic designs.
Finally, I would like to thank our Technician, Mr A Watts, for his help with this very enjoyable trip.
Mrs E Goddard, ATL Design & Technology

An Amazon Adventure
On the 8th of March, we were very lucky to have a special visit from the theatre group, Theatr Na N’Og.
We were told the story of Mr Alfred R Wallace, a brave, intrepid explorer from the 1800’s. We were told about his vast
collection of bugs, plants and animals and how he craved adventure.
Mr Wallace decided, as he grew older, he would explore further than any white man had been and bring back new
uncommon and undiscovered species.
With his best friend, Henry Bates, he sailed off to the Amazon rainforest in 1848 aboard the boat, Mischief. They planned
their journey down to the last detail; how much they hoped to discover, which museum to sell it to and what to do with the
money. They needed at least £500 to get back home.
After a long time living in the jungle, Wallace and Bates had
collected enough money to go home. While sailing in 1852, after
28 days, Helen, their new ship caught fire.
Wallace managed to save very little of his collection and, sadly,
£500 worth was lost.
This production was not only educational but enjoyable and
both Year 6 students from our feeder primary schools and Year
Seven appreciated it thoroughly.
Newport High School would like to thank Theatr Na N’Og for
treating us with this lovely performance!
Katy Virgo, Year Seven.

Book Club News
The Newport High School Book Club is busily reading a variety of great books. ‘Blinded by the Light’ by Sherry Ashworth is our
current novel. This is a story about a teenage boy who becomes involved with a cult and has to fight to free himself from
their influence. This choice scored highly with a number of Book Club members.
We try to read a broad choice of fiction and while not every book is a hit with every club member, it is always interesting
to exchange views and opinions and to read something that maybe we wouldn’t choose ourselves.
Stop Press...
In March, Mrs G Chalmers, who teaches Dance in school and is a keen attender at
Book Club, put on a variety show at the Dolman Theatre to raise money for Breast
Cancer Care UK. She decided she would also like to make a donation to our Book
Club. We would all like to say a big ‘thank you’ to Mrs Chalmers as we will now be
able to buy some new sets of books next term.
Mrs Brockley
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Charity Football Challenge
A big thank you to Michael White and Daniel Bond for organising a football event for Comic Relief.
A staff versus sixth form game was played on the 18th March after school, with a good number of
students staying behind to support the game. It was a very even contest up until the last quarter
where the superior fitness levels of the sixth form started to shine through!! It was enjoyed by all
and I’m sure the staff will have their revenge next year. Well done boys.
Mr Devney

Inspiration is the
Key to Success

Animal Care Trip
On Tuesday 15th February, Miss Healy and I took the Year
11 Animal Care group to visit Park Farm in Bettws.

I am a former student of Bettws High School and am now
working in school as a Behaviour Support Officer. I have a
real passion for design and technology with Product Design
being my favourite subject when I was a student myself. In
my first year of school, I was diagnosed with some element
of dyslexia and a learning difficulty and being able to
develop my creative strengths became very important to
me. By Year 9, I was inspired by Mr S Smith’s Product Design
lessons and was encouraged to go into higher education and
achieve creative qualifications. I never imagined that one
day I would go to university and achieve a degree but I was
determined that my learning difficulties would not stop me
from achieving my goals. I now have a real ambition to
establish a career in education and would love to pass on my
passion for Product Design and inspire and encourage young
people to realise their potential.

During the visit, learners had the opportunity to groom
and tack up a horse and everyone got stuck in when it
came to mucking out a stable! We also had the opportunity to watch a vet treat a horse for colic.
Unfortunately, we couldn’t predict the weather so had
a very wet walk home but had a very interesting time!
Many thanks to Mrs Wyatt for allowing us to visit.
Mrs H Smith

I am proud of my achievements and I strongly believe our
students can achieve anything they wish if they are inspired,
passionate and committed.
Mr M Sadler
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Health & Social Care
Stress Busters
At the end of last term, the Year 12 and 13 Health and Social Care learners took
a crash course in stress management. The day was enjoyed by all; especially the
activities such as Indian head massage and sleep therapy. Learners were able to
investigate the physical and emotional effects of stress on the body and learn
several stress reduction techniques which included breathing exercises and the
use of bath oils and stress balls. The use of bio dots and essential oils were also
investigated and demonstrated. Well done to all for a very calming day!
Mrs Scott

Working for Leadbitter
In February, I went to work for a week with Leadbitter on site at Hartridge High School and I enjoyed every second of it!
On the first day, I sat in on a health and safety talk and had my picture taken for an ID badge. Then my practical experience
began. I spent time with a site engineer who explained everything he was doing, such as setting out the level for windows
and doors. I also worked with the labourers, transporting materials from one part of the building site to the next and even
went up on the roof - the view was amazing from up there. The rest of my time was spent working with the bricklayers learning the tricks of the trade which I really enjoyed.
The week taught me that working in the construction industry is a hard but rewarding job. The hours are long compared to
school, but I now know that this is definitely the career for me. I have been offered a further week of work experience with
the firm during the Easter holidays and am really looking forward to it.
Joshua Barry, Year 11
Here is some feedback from Leadbitter. Well done Joshua.
“Feedback from the men Joshua worked with was very positive. We had been told that Joshua was very hard working and
keen to learn and found him to be a very personable young man who got on well with everyone he worked with. Nothing was
too much trouble and Joshua was more than happy to get involved and carried out every task that was set for him.
We were very pleased to provide a work experience placement for Joshua and hope it was as rewarding for him as it was for
us.”
Mike Little, Community Engagement Coordinator, Leadbitter

Year 11 Employer Mentoring
Newport High School, in partnership with Careers Wales, runs a very successful
Employer Mentoring programme.
Forty Year 11 students have been given the opportunity to meet with local
employers who act as mentors. Employer mentors come from various organisations
in the local area such as Panasonic, Natwest Bank, Eads, Bronafon Community
Housing, Leadbitter and the Office of National Statistics. The eight local employers
come into school each month and mentor five students each. The topics discussed
include preparing for GCSE examinations, developing personal skills and identifying
requirements for the world of work.
We are nearing the end of the 2011 mentoring sessions and the feedback from
both the mentors and students has been fantastic. The scheme has proved
extremely successful and will run again from September.
Miss K Butcher
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Blues Band
Olwen House have always been particularly gifted on the
musical and performance front and winning the Eistedfodd
three times in a row is an indication of the potential of the
learners in the House.
It is gratifying to know that there are a number of
learners in Olwen who have taken it upon themselves to
form a band and have performed in front of their peers and
outside visitors.
Perhaps it is not right for Olwen to take all the credit –
although drummer Shannen Hemmings, guitarist Sepehr
Nowrouz and singer Hollie Kempson are Olwen blue and
proud, bass player Josie Russell is a member of Branwen.
All four, with backing singer Danielle Bath, are hoping to
play a half hour show at the end of the school year and are
practising hard to make this happen.
Any requests are welcome!
Mr Boschen

Cycle to
School
The school has been fortunate enough to receive funding
from Sustrans to have a cycle shelter in school. The shelter
can hold up to forty bikes and is already being used by some
of our students. Anyone can now cycle to and from school
and secure their bike for the day. It will hopefully benefit
everyone by keeping us healthier and reducing traffic and
pollution in the area.
To promote the shelter, the school held a ‘Cycle to School’
day on Friday 25th March where everyone, including staff,
were encouraged to get on their bike for the day. All
students who cycled in took part in a cycle assault course in
school and were reminded about safe cycling.
If you are going to cycle to school it is important that you
wear a helmet and are visible; lights in the winter and
reflective clothes or equipment will help. Learn about safe
cycling and hand signals before you start.
It is also important to use your own lock to keep your bike
doubly safe in the shelter and make sure you put the lock
through the frame and the wheel if you can.
The shelter is open every morning between 8:00 and
8:40am. It is then locked for the day and is re-opened at
3:00pm.
Mr Lawlor

Publics Services
Learners Make a PACT
– Partnerships and
Communities Together
Police Sergeant John Davies met with Public Services
students this term to speak with them about their ideas for
improving their environment. Their main concerns were
about anti-social behaviour and under-age drinking.
The students are using their work with the Police for their
evidence folders towards their BTEC Public Services
qualification. They are looking forward to meeting with
other police officers over the coming weeks, including
members of the armed response team, the drugs squad,
police dogs and handlers, the organised crime squad and the
Onyx team who deal with rape cases.
Mrs Charles

Lost It?

A significant amount of lost property is handed in to the Admin office every week.
From next half term, all unclaimed property will be donated to charity during the
last week of term to prevent the office staff being buried under a growing pile of
unclaimed clothing!
So if you’ve lost something, come to the Admin office straightaway to see if it’s
been handed in.
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Eco
News
Newport High is working
together with Siemens to plan
and build an allotment area
at the back of the school.
Year 7 & 8 eco-committee
students worked tirelessly
over half term to produce
some excellent designs and
the final product is a combination of 3 or 4 of these. Work
on building the raised beds and compost area will begin this
Spring, so by next year we should be growing our very own
fruit and veggies! It is hoped that the eco area will be used
by all of our departments for different projects.
Miss McLauchlin

Science
Made
Simple
Earlier this term, Year 9 were treated to a science and
engineering show all about the electromagnetic spectrum
from “Science Made Simple”.
The students were given the opportunity to find out answers
to questions such as:
“What do mobile phones, microwaves, suntans, night-vision
cameras and your radio have in common?”
“Why does your mobile phone make your radio click?”
“How do X-rays see through your skin?”
The interactive workshop required lots of input from the
students and provided them with an enjoyable insight into
all things “beyond the rainbow”.

Ready, Steady,
Cook!
During the Autumn term, Hospitality students delivered
Newport High’s first community event for the
elderly residents of the area.
The students produced a beautiful three course meal and
provided excellent customer service, catering for their
visitors every need. They looked extremely professional in
their whites and waitressing uniforms and thoroughly
enjoyed the whole experience.
Well done to all who were involved, it was a great
experience for everyone! Also, special thanks to Mrs Paginton
for organising the event and to Mr Watts, Mrs Summers, Mrs
James and everyone in the Design and Technology
Department for their support.

Sports Reports
Taliesin
Torpedoes

Netball Training and
Results

Pictured are Demi Beckett and Megan
Grist of Taliesin House. Both girls swim
for Torfaen Swimming Squad and, while
the rest of us are just waking up, they
are already trawling their way up and
down the swimming pool as part of
their gruelling training regime. They
both compete at national level; Demi is
the sprinter, competing in the 100m
Butterfly, whilst Megan competes in the
Front Crawl over 400 and 800 metres.
Mr M McCormick

Mrs James would like to thank all Year 7 and 8 girls who have
trained without fail every Tuesday this year. Netball training
will finish for the Easter Holidays and will re-commence in
September. Well done girls and keep those fitness levels up
over the summer!
Results:
Year 7 v Llantarnam:
A Team lost 5-0
B Team won 2-0
C Team won 2-0
Well done to all who played. There were some excellent
individual and team performances.
Mrs James
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Netball
Tournament

BTEC – Injury
in Sport

Mrs James and Miss Bowkett ran
a Key Stage 3 House netball
tournament in February. Over 50
girls played for their House to
gain points for the Eisteddfod. A
great afternoon was had by all
and the overall House champions
were BRANWEN!!

As part of the BTEC Sport course,
current learners have been taking
part in a practical assessment
with Mr McCormick. The group had
to assess with and treat three
mock injuries ranging from cuts to
sprains. The role of patient was
played very convincingly by
some!!

Primary Liaison
Congratulations to Malpas Church in Wales Primary School
who were the winners in the Newport High School annual
junior 5 a side football tournament and hockey tournament.
They were also winners of the Tag rugby event in association
with the Newport Dragons. We look forward to hosting the
swimming gala in the near future. Will they be aiming for a
clean sweep?
Mr Devney

Girls Hockey
A combined Year 7 and 8 hockey team has been competing in
the South East Wales hockey league. There have been some
late additions to the squad who have boosted the overall
performance of the team and there has been some
impressive play. The first game against Caerleon was a very
close encounter with only a last second goal from the visitors
separating the two teams. A brilliant save from the Caerleon
goalkeeper kept the scores level. There was a fantastic
performance from Girl of the Game, Shannon Scott and
Georgia Southway forced the opposition onto the back foot
for the majority of the second half. The second game was
against Cwmcarn. The girls struggled to adapt to the surface
and conceded a goal in each half to lose 2 – 0. Courtney
Lloyd–Jones was voted Girl of the Game by the opposition
and some great saves by Rebekah Clarke kept the score
close. The girls have been developing well this year and I
look forward to achieving some positive results in the
remaining games. A good effort, girls.

Please follow link to Sport@NewportHigh on the school website for weekly fixture arrangements.
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