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Inspection Success - Llwyddiant Yr Arolwg

Estyn inspected our school in November 2013. We are
delighted to report that Estyn’s overall judgment is
that Newport High School is good in all aspects.
“The school provides effective, well-coordinated
support for all pupils in an inspiring and caring
atmosphere”
					
Estyn 2014
The inspection report highlights that in all indicators
and at all key stages performance has improved
considerably since the last inspection.
Estyn felt that teaching and learning were very good
features of our practice. They told us that students
“have very positive attitudes to learning and this is
evident in their focus, enthusiasm and resilience”
they also told us that students “enjoy their lessons,
work with concentration and engage purposefully in
tasks”.
Estyn were very impressed by the quality of work they
saw in lessons:
“Teachers plan carefully, organise activities well
and use appropriate pace to ensure consistently
good progress in learning. They use a wide range of
beneficial and often imaginative teaching methods to
stimulate and challenge pupils, and provide good
opportunities for pupils to reflect on what they
learn…teachers provide a highly supportive learning
environment”

As a school, we recognise that our curriculum is
thought by many people to be different to that used
in many schools across Wales. Estyn told us that our
curriculum is “flexible and highly responsive to pupils’
individual needs” and they were very happy to report
that “teachers work successfully in teams to design
and teach a curriculum that meets pupils’ needs
effectively”.
From start to finish, the Estyn report highlights some
of the first-class practice we have at Newport High
but there are two quotes in particular that have given
us such enormous pride. Estyn told us ‘this is a fully
inclusive community where pupils receive equality
of access to everything it provides irrespective of
their background and ability’ and most importantly
they told us that ‘pupils are proud of their school’.
The inspection report reflects the outstanding work
and results we are achieving at Newport High. These
outcomes would not have been possible without the
strong links between parents, students, staff and
governors and we would like to extend our thanks to
all our partners for their ongoing support.
If you would like to read the full report, this can be
accessed via the school website, on the Estyn website
(www.estyn.gov.uk) or a paper copy is available from
the school on request.
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Dates For Your
Diary – Dyddiau Am
Eich Dyddiadur

Dear All – Annwyl Pawb
writing skills are the best they possibly
can be.

April 2014
28		- Start of summer term

May 2014
5		- Bank Holiday – school closed
12		- Summer exams begin
23		- Break up for half term
26 – 30		- Half term holiday

June 2014
2

- Back to school

5
- Key Stage 3 to 4 Transition
		 Evening
19

- Year 6 Transition Evening

20

- Year 5 & 6 Transition Day

27

- Year 11 Prom

July 2014
7

- Sports Day

7-11

- Year 10 Work Experience

14-18 - Year 12 Work Experience
18

- End of term

As we approach the end of the Spring
Term, we can look back on a very
successful start to the academic year
at Newport High School. In November,
we were visited by Estyn who spent
a week examining all aspects of our
school life. We were delighted with
the report we received which graded
us as good in all aspects of our work.
Estyn made many wonderful comments
about our school and I was very pleased
that many of them linked directly to
our school vision and values.
At the heart of our school’s vision
and values is a focus on teaching
and learning. We are committed to
developing a culture in which high
quality teaching promotes high quality
learning and where exciting learning
opportunities take place across the
entire school. Exciting lessons and
learning opportunities were very much
in evidence on our recent Curriculum
Enrichment Day but this event also
provided an opportunity for us to focus
on further developing our learners’
literacy skills. As a school, we need
to ensure our students’ reading and

Changes to the curriculum in Wales
have increased every school’s focus on
literacy. In some GCSE examinations
spelling, punctuation and grammar
are now assessed. It is therefore
essential that students taking these
exams have the best literacy skills
possible so they are able to gain the
marks they deserve. We are working
hard to develop the literacy skills of
all learners by building opportunities
to use and develop these skills in all
areas of the curriculum as well as
providing some additional support for
target groups of learners.
Research shows that people with
good literacy skills are likely to be
successful at school, have high selfesteem, good health, good jobs and
good wages! At Newport High we
believe that literacy is so important
to life long achievement that we have
devised our own vision that helps us
focus on the importance of this:
Newport High School - enriching lives
through writing, reading and oracy
I was therefore delighted that Estyn
considered our whole school approach
to the development of literacy skills
to be another strong feature of our
practice and one that will help us
further improve our GCSE results in
the years to come. I look forward to
sharing this success with you.
With very best wishes
Karyn Keane

Staff Studying Hard – Staff yn Astudio
Fifteen members of teaching and support staff are currently undertaking the Higher Apprenticeship
in Leadership and Management. This training is provided by Portal Training Consultancy and is a
flexible learning programme offering benefits to both learners and employers. The qualification
is integrated into everyday working life, is flexible to business needs and aims to provide specific
knowledge and skills that are vital to job roles. It is a valuable personal development tool for
staff and also helps evidence the continuing professional development necessary for achieving the
Investors in People standard.
Good luck to all those taking part – completing the training will be a fantastic achievement!
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Getting Fired Up For
The Dragon’s Den

Curriculum
Breakdown Day

Year 8 and 9 learners are seen here working on a mini enterprise
project, working in House teams to plan a Valentine’s Day prom for
their year group. Teams were given a budget of £1000 and asked
to nominate a project manager, finance officer, catering expert,
entertainments officer and publicity and marketing director. The
events management challenge was to hold a prom for 200 people
which involved promoting the event, arranging entertainment for
the evening, preparing a suitable menu, organising the venue and
managing their budget effectively. The teams also had to prepare a
Dragon’s Den style pitch to sell their concept to the judges.

Learners took part in another fantastic
Curriculum Enrichment Day in early February.
Year 7 enjoyed a day split between the Science
and PE departments, Years 8 & 9 took part in
a Young Apprentice day, Years 10 & 11 studied
their option subjects and Post 16 students
made
progress
towards
their
Welsh
Baccalaureate qualification.

Learners’ oracy, numeracy and communication skills were truly put
to the test; nonetheless, the quality of the proposals was fantastic
and learners showed outstanding team spirit.

Everyone worked extremely hard and along
with making significant progress in their
learning, managed to have lots of fun too.
Thanks to all the staff who put so much effort
into planning and organising the day and to
the learners who threw themselves into all the
activities with such enthusiasm.
Here are some examples of the activities that
went on during this brilliant day.

Hearts Get Pumping!

Year 7 Learners Breathe
Easy

Year 7 students were involved in fun physical activities based around
an investigation into cardiovascular responses to exercise. On
arrival in their PE session, they recorded their resting heart rate and
discussed what factors contribute to different rates. The learners
then rotated around three activities - basketball, dance mats and
team building - and recorded their heart rates at the end of each
activity. At the end of the session, the learners established that heart
rates increased the least with the team building activities and the
most in basketball where there was very little rest time and the
intensity level of activity was high.

During their time in the Science department, learners were
involved in a series of activities related to the respiratory and
circulatory systems. Working in groups, they learnt about the
structure and functions of the respiratory system and investigated
their own breathing to work out what happens inside the body
when we inhale and exhale. Learners then had the chance to get
up close to (and even touch!) a cow’s lungs and windpipe and
some were brave enough to pump up the lungs to see how they
inflate when we breathe! They also studied the heart and blood
vessels to discover how the heart and lungs work to make energy
for exercise, followed by carrying out some heart dissections.

All of the data collected will now be passed on to the Science and
Maths departments where they will complete further analysis and
produce graphs to display the data.

Their session was completed by guessing the heart rate of different
animals and taking part in a quiz based on all the activities.

Everyone had a great day and really got their heart pumping!
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Picture Perfect - Llun Perffaith
Our GCSE and A level Photography students braved the stormy February weather to spend the day in
the city of Bristol. They took exam preparation photographs in two major museums and art galleries,
followed by a walking photo tour around the city centre and waterside. Highlights of the tour included
Nelson Street which stages some of the most spectacular graffiti and street art in the world. Thankfully,
the weather held out and everyone had an enjoyable and productive time. We can’t wait to see the
work learners will produce as a result of the trip!
Mr Hicks

Summer exams are just around the corner for our
GCSE classes. We are offering 3 after school revision
sessions (3-4pm) every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday to help our learners through their studies.
We encourage learners to attend to work on past
paper questions, pick up handy revision tips and
exam techniques and to revisit challenging topics!
If you require a guide to our suggested revision
books and other resources, please email MWH@
newporthigh.co.uk or learners can collect a
paper version from Mr Whitehead in the Science
department.
Lastly, we have joined Twitter! To keep
on top of all the news and events in
Science (including information about
revision sessions and exam dates),
follow us: @NewportHScience.
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Investors in Families
At Newport High School we believe
that a successful partnership between
the school and families is essential
to our success. Every year we look
for new ways of extending that
relationship to support our on-going
success in raising the achievement of
all our learners. We have introduced
lots of new initiatives this year
coinciding with the very exciting
appointment of Sonia Hougham, our
Family Engagement Officer. Here is a
selection of these initiatives:

PE PARENT CONSULTATION
The PE department has been working
with parents of learners in their
subject to evaluate the provision that
is on offer and respond to advice from
parents in terms of improvements that
could be made.

MATHS & ENGLISH EVENING
The Year 11 English and Maths progress
evening held in February was a great
success. Many families and students
attended and took away revision
guides and GCSE workbooks provided
by school to assist with revision.
Parents and carers were informed as to
how they can contribute to making the
revision process as smooth as possible
for our students during the busy exam
period.

KEY STAGE 3 NEWSLETTER
Year 7 and 8 have provided a half
termly newsletter to parents providing
information on the activities that have
taken place and the topics we will be
delivering in the next term to further
develop the partnership between
the school and parents. It has been
great to hear about the library visits
and extra reading and research being
carried out to support lessons in
school.

PARENT/CARER ACTIVITIES
Sonia offers a weekly meditation and
stress management
session for parents
held at Bettws in
Bloom. All parents
and carers are
welcome to drop
into the community
room on Fridays
Ms S Hougham
from 10.00am to
Family Engagement
11.30 am.
Officer

EPORTAL HOME PAGE
We have further developed access
for parents to our on-line information
system where you will find all previous
letters that have been sent in the post
and access to school reports before
they have been sent home.

FAMILY LEARNING
PROGRAMME
A series of parenting skills sessions has
been devised by Sonia that is delivered
to parents in their homes to facilitate
the development of appropriate
healthy
boundaries
and
better
communication skills with their
children.
LANTERN PARADE
The school supported the Community
Christmas Lantern Parade by providing
sessions at school for Year 8 learners
to make lanterns to take home along
with information about the parade. It
was great to hear about the success of
the event and the number of learners
who attended the parade with their
families.

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUB
We have invited all parents of Key
Stage 3 learners to come into school
to provide an extra curricular session
in an area of interest to them.

HEALTHY LUNCHBOXES
Year 7 have been working on producing
an information sheet for parents on
what makes a healthy lunchbox. This
information has been sent home to
key stage 3 families.
TWITTER ACCOUNT
To provide information
for families on
alternative platforms,
the school has
developed a twitter account
@NewportH where information about
upcoming events is posted.
SUCCESS CARDS
We realise the importance of sharing
the successes of young people with
their parents so we have sent home
success cards throughout the year to
let you know how well learners have
been doing in school.
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PARENT FORUM
We have been working hard to gather
the views of parents and families on
key decisions for the school. We asked
the opinion of parents on our school
uniform at our Autumn Academic
Review Day and followed this up with
a questionnaire sent by email. This
information is key to the school taking
informed decisions about important
issues.
YEAR 5 NEWSLETTER
We are keen to engage our future
families and extend our community.
We will be sharing this newsletter
with all the families of learners in
Year 5 in our cluster junior schools
to give them an early insight into the
school and to begin developing strong
relationships.

Say “NO” to
Smoking! Dwedwch “NA”
i Ysmygu!
A group of learners in
Year 8 was selected
by
their
year
group to become
non-smoking peer
supporters.
They
took part in a two
day training programme to learn about the
effects of smoking, why people start and to
encourage and support people to give up.
During the training programme the group
identified and developed the skills needed
to become a peer supporter and gained key
knowledge to be able to support others at
school and at home.
All trainers and staff at Peterstone Golf
Club were very complimentary towards our
learners. We were told that they represented
Newport High School amazingly well!
Here are some comments on the event:
“My main achievement was speaking in
front of everyone.” Molly James 8LHA
“I used great communication skills
throughout the training.” Claudia Hurley
8LHA
“I feel more confident to speak in front of
others.” Andrew Flannelly 8AMC
“I learned lots of new facts about smoking
that I didn’t know.” Harry Bennett 8KM

Eisteddfod 2014
Roedd diwrnod llawn hwyl ar 6ed Mawrth
2014 yn Ysgol Uwchradd Casnewydd! Roedd
hi’n diwrnod Eisteddfod yr Ysgol! Welon
ni dysgwyr o gyfnod allweddol tri gyda
thalent arbennig o dda. Daethon nhw i’r
llwyfan parod i ganu, canu offerynnau a
darllen cerddi.
It was a day of fun on 6th March 2014 in
Newport High School! It was the day of
the school Eisteddfod! We saw learners
from Years 7 and 8 with outstanding talent.
They came to the stage ready to sing, play
instruments and read poems.
Charlie Reynolds, Year 7
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Dechreuodd y dydd gan merched GLD yn
dawnsio – roedden nhw’n arbennig o dda!!
Roedd dysgwyr blwyddyn saith wedi darllen
yn Saesneg ‘Local Boy in A Photograph’
gan y Stereophonics. Ar ddiwedd y dydd,
enillodd Llys Branwen. Da iawn i pawb yn
Llys Branwen, ac i bawb sydd wedi cystadlu
ar y llwyfan.
The day began with girls from GLD dancing
– they were brilliant! Year 7 students
read in English ‘Local Boy In A Photograph’
by the Stereophonics. At the end of the
day, Branwen House won. Well done to
everyone in Branwen, and to everyone who
competed onstage.
Katie Goodwin Year 8
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Nous Aimons Le Français
We love French! A member of our Modern Foreign
Languages department is visiting five feeder primary
schools for 45 minutes a fortnight to offer French lessons
to all Year 6 learners.
The classes are taught by our Head of MFL, Madame
Teixeira, who has designed an appropriate and enjoyable
curriculum that allows a smooth transition from Year 6 to
Year 7. The earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language
the faster it is acquired and the pupils are really enjoying
the lessons. They are less likely to be self-conscious about
speaking aloud at this stage of their development and the
early acquisition of a foreign language also facilitates
wider literacy skills.
Madame Teixeira said:
“Since starting visits to our feeder primary schools, I have
had the opportunity to build great relationships with
future Newport High School students. I have thoroughly
enjoyed this experience and I am sure I will continue to
do so in the future.”

Pryderi People - Pobl
Pryderi

PRYDERI

COURAGE

RESILIENCE

This academic year has seen Pryderi learners
taking part in many inter House competitions and
successes that have included winning the recent
Year 7 “cage rugby” competition. The House also
did well in the Christmas Quiz and the Eisteddford
so keep up the good work, everyone.

A number of Key Stage 4 Pryderi learners achieved 100% attendance
up to the February half term. Well done Kyle Leyshon, Todd Hatherall,
Thomas Morgan, Tyrees Ford, Emma-Jayne Fussell, Katie Smith,
Olivia Commons, Daniel Holder, Jessie Bishop, George Douglas and
Daniel Henderson.
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Year 7 – Au
Café!
All Year 7 learners took part in
an ‘Au café’ role play this term.
Learners worked in groups to plan
and prepare their conversation
using the language learnt in
their French lessons. All groups
performed their role plays for a
speaking and listening assessment.
This was a fun and enjoyable
activity for both learners and
teachers and it was overwhelming
to see how confident and fluent
learners have become in such a
short period of time. Their French
lessons in primary school with
Madame Teixeira have definitely
had a positive impact on teaching
and learning in Year 7!
Mademoiselle Allman

World Book Day
Fun - Diwrnod y
Llyfr

Pictured are some of our Year 7 learners with storyteller
Daniel Morden. Daniel came into school to help us
celebrate World Book Day in March by telling some of
his weird and wonderful stories. Having read Daniel’s
book ‘Dark Tales from the Woods’ last term, everyone
was eager to meet the author and have the chance to
ask him some questions about his writing.
We would like to thank Daniel for spending the day with
us and look forward to his next visit.
Mrs Brockley
Here is what Ffion and Lauren thought about the day...
When we came into school, each Year 7 form was told that they would follow a different timetable for the day.
Everyone would have the chance to do five activities:
1. A quick readathon to see how many short books we could read in an hour.
2. Create some ideas for a story with a partner, based on Daniel Morden’s book ‘Dark Tales from the Woods’.
3. Meet Daniel Morden in the school library to hear some great stories.
4. Write up the story that we had planned earlier that day in our pairs.
5. Present our stories as electronic books using the Book Press app on the ipads.
We are very proud of what we have created and everybody had a really fun day and enjoyed meeting Daniel
Morden.
Ffion Midgley and Lauren Peart-Kemp (7JMM)

Read The Book...See the
Play - Darllenwch y Llyfr…
Gwelwch y Ddrama

Extra Curricular
Activities Gweithgareddau
All-Gyrsiol

In February, all of our Year 9 learners
visited the Riverfront Theatre to see
the play Of Mice and Men. The aim of
this raising aspirations trip was to give
our learners a positive and enjoyable
opportunity and it seems that we
definitely fulfilled the brief. The
learners said that they ‘had a great
day’; that they ‘thoroughly enjoyed
the performance’ – and some spoke
about the ‘excitement’ of seeing a live performance.
Year 8 learners were also able to experience live theatre when they were
invited to the University of South Wales a few weeks later. They were
treated to a private performance of the same play and took part in a
question and answer session with the actors. The theatre company staging
the performance, Tin Shed, was enormously impressed by how maturely
the learners behaved and how probing their questions were. Well done
everyone!

Since September, there have been
many after school activities on
offer to our learners. These include
regular sporting clubs with teams
competing in fixtures against other
schools and a wide range of subjects
offering clubs and revision sessions
to all ages. So far, 64% of our learners
have attended at least one after
school session.

Mrs Cocchiara
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It’s never too late to join in and the
current timetable of activities is
available to view in the student links
area of the main school website:
www.newporthigh.co.uk
Mr Hoskins

STUDENT VOICE –
LLAIS DISGYBLION
CHRISTMAS QUIZ
The Autumn term ended with our
annual Christmas Quiz. This was a
competitive and enjoyable event
for all learners and was led by the
Student Voice Leadership Group and
House Captains. The winning Houses

were Pryderi and Branwen with
Pryderi winning the Key Stage 3 event
and Branwen winning for Key Stage 4.
Many House points were awarded and
lots of fun was had by both staff and
students.

UNIFORM CONSULTATION
GROUP
Following a recent School Council
meeting, a uniform consultation
group was set up to discuss changes
to uniform in more detail. As a group
we met with Mrs Keane, Miss Allman
and our link governor, Mr Dineen.

Together we came up with a success
criteria for our uniform and all agreed
to keep the school colours – black and
amber. We worked in groups to design

Liam Kelly – Head Boy

SNAG
The School Nutrition Action Group
(SNAG) get together to discuss the
food available in the Food Court
and as part of my role as Deputy

Head Girl, I chair these meetings.
Representatives of this group discuss
their ideas, which are then shared
with Mrs Ash, our Head Cook. The
SNAG group are currently devising a
questionnaire for all students about
healthy eating and menu options. In
the past, they have been successful
in adding a slush machine to the Food
Court, an extra machine for topping
up lunch cards and arranging for
snacks such as beans on toast to be
available at break time.
Megan Grist – Deputy Head Girl

a new uniform and then shared our
ideas. Following this meeting a survey
went out to all learners showing the
final ideas and giving everyone the
chance to vote. This is an exciting
time at Newport High with lots of
changes to come!
Zeeshan Zia – House Captain

SCHOOL COUNCIL
MEETINGS
So far this year, we have had three
School Council meetings which have
been attended by the SVLG, Mrs
Keane, House captains and all School
Council representatives. Mr Dineen,
our link governor, has also attended
and supported our meetings. We
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have discussed a wide range of issues
including changes to school uniform,
fundraising and teaching and
learning. All learners are kept up
to date in assemblies and through
‘You Said We Did’ PowerPoints put

on the House blogs. As part of my
role, I chair the meetings with our
Head Boy, Liam Kelly and this is a
great experience that will help me
in my future career. This year, the
Student Council has made a huge
impact on the school environment
by successfully conducting a uniform
survey across the school, adding a
new lunch card machine and extra
tables in the Food Court, creating a
Student Voice website and ensuring
there is always cold water in the
water fountains. Mrs Keane always
does everything she can to follow up
requests made and I feel privileged
to have been a part of the Council
this year.
Shaunagh Coldrick - Head Girl

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
SERVICE
On the 27th January, the SVLG and
the four Year 7 Student Council

representatives visited St. Woolos
Cathedral for the Holocaust memorial
service. We were invited to attend

by the Right Worshipful the Mayor of
Newport, Councillor Cliff Suller and
the Newport SACRE to reflect on the
importance of the day. A number of
schools across Newport attended this
service and made contributions that
included the lighting of candles in
remembrance of those who tragically
suffered, reading passages aloud
and singing hymns. We remembered
all those who died as a result of the
Holocaust and genocide throughout
the world.

discuss any changes or improvements
to teaching and learning. So far, I
have met with the PE, French and
Mathematics consultation groups and
during the Maths consultation group
we discussed possible reward trips

Darian Clark – Senior Captain (Pastoral)

and rewards in lessons. My aim is to
work with all subject consultation
groups and help to implement new
ideas. It has been nice to see how
positive students are about their
lessons.

STUDENT VOICE CLUB
Every Tuesday after school we attend
a student voice extra-curricular club
with Miss Allman. We were invited to
attend the club as we are members
of the School Council. We attend
the club every week and we discuss
upcoming events, plan and organise
meetings and develop our speaking
and listening skills. Recently, we
created a Student Voice website:
studentvoice.newporthigh.co.uk.
‘Make your words
speak louder’

and they were extremely grateful
for our efforts. We will continue to
support and fundraise for this local
charity. As we go to press, we are
planning and organising events for
Sports Relief so look out for our next
update!
Jack Vaughan – Deputy Head Boy

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

Megan Couch – Senior Captain
(Curriculum)

FUNDRAISING SUCCESS
Fundraising is very important to the
School Council. This year already we
have had a non-school uniform day for
Children in Need and raised the huge
sum of £925.69, over £100 more than
last year! Again this year, our School
Council chose to fundraise for St
Anne’s and St David’s Hospices.

Newport High School Student Voice
Leadership Group were invited by
Newport City Council to attend the
Extra Mile Awards Celebration Evening
at Lysaught’s Institute this term.
The group was presented with an
Award for Excellence by the Right
Worshipful the Mayor of Newport,
Councillor Cliff Suller in recognition
of all the hard work and commitment
the group puts into the school. They
were recognised for their work with
students, governors, staff and the
wider community. Miss Allman, who
attended the event with the learners,
said “it was a pleasure to spend the
evening with these young people;
they thoroughly deserve this award

Got an idea?
Want to make a difference?
Visit:
Studentvoice@newporthigh.co.uk

There is a link to this site on the
student links section on our school
website. This is a great way to ensure
that everyone in school knows about
the work of the School Council. Last
term, we designed our own logo
for Student Voice and this is now
displayed around our school. The club
is lots of fun and is a great way to be
involved in decision making in school.
Tia-Lea Maggs and Isabel Rabbitt –
Year 7 reps

CONSULTATION GROUPS
My role is to work with the Heads
of Departments and meet with
the subject consultation groups to

for all their hard work as a leadership
team”.
Congratulations to everyone involved:
As a result of our fundraising success
Liam Kelly – Head Boy
for these local charities, we were
Shaunagh Coldrick – Head Girl
invited to attend a ‘photo shoot’
Jack Vaughan – Deputy Head Boy
at St David’s Hospice. Members of
Megan Grist – Deputy Head Girl
our Student Voice Leadership Group
Megan Couch –Senior Captain
and House Captains represented our
(Curriculum)
school at this high profile event. The
Darian Clark – Senior Captain
money we raised for St Anne’s Hospice (Pastoral)
last year helped them to purchase a
minibus to transport their patients
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Lessons from History Gwersi o Hanes
The Horror of the Holocaust
On our trip to Auschwitz in February, we visited three sites; a
Jewish synagogue, Auschwitz 1 (base camp) & Auschwitz-Birkenau
(concentration camp). At the end of the tour, we gathered at the
crematoria II Birkenau for a memorial where a Rabbi sang a psalm in
Hebrew. One quote that has stayed with me from the trip is from the
Rabbi:
“If we were to hold a minute silence for every
victim who died at Auschwitz we would all be
silent for 3 years.”
After the service, we lit our candles and chose
where to put them in the camp. My trip to Auschwitz was a very humbling experience
and has made me realise that the victims of the Holocaust were not just statistics,
but were real individuals who lived lives across Europe. During the visit I also had
the opportunity to meet a survivor, Eva Clarke. Her recollections of her time in
Auschwitz made me empathise and understand the courage and bravery of the prisoners. I think it’s
important for students to learn about the Holocaust as it educates us and helps us to understand that
it all stemmed from prejudice and discrimination. It has taught me that human beings are capable of
doing anything and was a really valuable experience and one I will certainly never forget. I am now
working on a ‘next steps’ project to share my experience with different History classes in school.
Alana Dalton-Francis - Year 12

The Auschwitz Goalkeeper
GCSE and A Level History students were privileged to meet with Mr Ron Jones this
term. Mr Jones, from Bassaleg in Newport, was a British Prisoner of War at Auschwitz
from 1943 to 1945 and was then forced to march across Europe as the SS retreated
before the advancing Russians. His recently published book, ‘The Auschwitz
Goalkeeper’ gives the reader a horrifying insight into the suffering endured by the
thousands who passed through the Auschwitz gate:
“It is my intention to tell it exactly as it was. The fact that British POWs ended
up in Auschwitz needs no embroidery and receives none here - It was a truly
terrible time, and I witnessed things I wouldn’t wish my worst enemy to see.”
Through listening to Mr Jones’ recollections and asking questions about his experiences, our students were able
to gain a deeper understanding of these monstrous events. Speaking with this remarkable man will remain a
powerful reminder of the horrors experienced by so many and how important it is to fight against racism and
prejudice in our own lives.We would like to thank Mr Jones for visiting us and providing our students with such
a moving insight into this brutal period of history.
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Books for Boys Llyfrau am fechgyn

Top Tips for
Year 10

Branwen students have made a great
start with the ‘Books for Boys’ initiative
this term! Year 11 Branwen members are
really encouraging Year 9 boys to improve
their literacy skills by reading regularly
with them during Tutor for Learning time
each day. This daily practice makes a
real difference to reading ability with
students also benefiting from building
good relationships with their reading
buddies.

ANWEN
BR

LE
R

U
R

TO

Mrs L Williams

Pictured are Year 10 learners taking
part in the Newport High School annual
Study Skills and Revision Conference.
All the learners attended seminars on
memory techniques, learning styles,
emotional intelligence and planning
for exams at the University of South
Wales, Caerleon Campus.
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Thanks to Year 7! - Diolch
I Flwyddyn Saith!
Year 7 learners had the opportunity to join our
School Council following their Harry Potter
style ‘Naming Ceremony’ last term. Since being
elected, the Year 7 representatives have taken an
active and enthusiastic role in promoting Student
Voice.

Pictured are Taylor Street, Tia Maggs and Isabel
Rabbitt who supported the Student Voice
Leadership Team by delivering assemblies to
all Key Stage 4 learners. A brave and confident
performance!
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The aim of the day was to prepare
the learners for their forthcoming
exams, providing them with skills
and techniques to get the best out
of their time spent revising. In the
afternoon session held at school,
learners from the sixth form shared
their ‘top tips for study’ with Year
10, providing an experienced insight
into exam and revision preparation.
In addition, as part of the ‘Speakers
for Schools’ programme we enjoyed a
talk from Efa Gruffudd- Jones, Chief
Executive of Urdd. Ms Gruffudd-Jones
spoke to the learners about her work
as Chief Executive and the career
opportunities that become available
if you are a Welsh speaker.

Everyone had a fantastic day and
several students commented; ‘I’m
going to start revising now. Thanks for
the advice!’

SIXTH FORM NEWS – NEWYDDION
Y CHWECHED
MAKING DECISIONS
An increased number of Year
13 students have submitted
university applications this
year, with the majority having
now received offers and
some achieving the maximum
possible number of five offers.
Students will need to choose
a firm and conditional offer to
accept by May.
Students called for interview
benefited from attending mock
interviews with Sandra Veasey
from the student recruitment
department of the University of
South Wales. Sandra came into
school in January and held 40
minute individual sessions with
students to give them
experience of the interview
process and to offer them
advice on technique. We
would like to thank the
University of South Wales for
their ongoing support of our
students throughout the UCAS
application process.

EXPLORING THE ISSUES
Our sixth form debating team
took part in a challenging
debate at Cardiff Museum
last term. The topic for
discussion was the use of
pesticides and their impact
on bees. After posing some
detailed questions to the
experts, the majority voted
for the banning of pesticides
to protect the welfare of bees
and other pollinators. This

was a fascinating event as our
students had the opportunity to
research the topic in depth and
discuss possible solutions

with scientists who specialise in
this area.The team has taken
part in a further debate this
term, this time focusing on
the future of Newport. Four
students from our debating team
were invited to join a discussion
held in the Civic Centre Council
Chamber, where ideas were put
forward as to how and where
life could be improved in our
city. Teams from each of the
Newport secondary schools took
part, with each school delivering
a presentation followed by a
question and answer session.
Pauline Marson, Deputy Chief
Education Officer said:
“We enjoyed the well-evidenced
presentation from the pupils
representing Newport High. It
was good to see the photographs
and quotes which added interest
to their perspectives. With this
amount of research it felt much
as though they were opening on
behalf of the whole school.”
We are very proud of our
learners for their contributions
to these events and look
forward to further debating
activities throughout the year.
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PATHWAYS EVENING
It was fantastic to see so many
learners, parents and carers at
our post-16 options evening.
We are delighted that so many
learners are choosing to study
in the Sixth Form and continue
with their education.
If you were not able to
attend but would like more
information about pathways
and subjects available, you
can download our Subject
Information Booklet 2014-15
in the Sixth Form area of the
main school website (www.
newporthigh.co.uk).
Alternatively, please talk to
your subject teachers or Mrs.
Woodley, Head of Sixth Form.

ROTARY CLUB PRESENTATION

Representatives of the Rotary
Club joined us for a Year 13
assembly in January to present
Jodie Fletcher, Megan Grist and
Shaunagh Coldrick with their
certificates of achievement.
All three girls took part in
the Rotary Young Leaders
course during the summer and
successfully completed all
elements of the programme.

AIM HIGH!

YEAR 12 BUDDY
READING TRAINING

Learners from Year 11 and 12 were
invited to visit Oxford and Bristol
universities this term. Current university
students were on hand to offer guided
tours and to answer questions about
student life, course availability and
entry requirements. These visits were
a valuable experience for our learners.
Year 11 students enjoyed their first
experience of visiting a university and
had the chance to think about the
subjects they may wish to study in the sixth form to ensure they
can access the university course of their choice. Year 12 students
made the most of being able to speak to current students about

As part of the Year 12
Enrichment Programme,
students have been offered
the opportunity to take
part in the Buddy Reading
Programme. This involves
intensive training for
the reading coaches and
committing to reading with
a younger learner at least 3
times per week.

On Wednesday 12th February,
a group of highly committed
Year 12 students embarked
on the Buddy Reading
training. The session lasted
two hours but the students
were focused and diligent
throughout.

university life as preparation for completing their own university
applications later this year. They all saw at firsthand how studying
hard in school and university can open the door to a successful and
stimulating career and that university life is not only all about hard
work but involves plenty of fun too!
We would like to thank the universities for organising these events
and wish our learners every success with their future applications.
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Reading coaching gives an
invaluable insight to students
who may be thinking of
working with children or
teaching. Furthermore,
reading coaching is a
fantastic talking point for
an interview because it
provides an opportunity for
students to prove skills and
behaviours such as reliability
and interpersonal skills. Most
of our reading coaches have
already been working closely
with buddies since November
and it is hoped that their
training will further develop
their exceptional skills.

DRAGONS ACADEMY NEWS –
NEWYDDION ACADEMI’R DREIGIAU
Canadian Dragons Selection
Students
Visit
We were delighted that
students attending Bill
Crothers Secondary
School in Ontario paid
us a visit as part of their

Joe Davies
Yr 13

Year 13 learner Joe Davies has had an incredible time since joining us
last year to study A-levels in Biology and Sport. Along with making some
impressive appearances for the school, Joe has played for Pontypool RFC,
Newport RFC and Bedwas RFC and was selected for the
Wales U18s squad who went on to beat Australia Schools.
He was also selected for the Wales U20s squad and recently
accepted a contract with Newport Gwent Dragons.

Congratulations also go to Year 12 student Leon Brown. Leon, who is
studying A Level Religious Studies and PE, was selected to play for Wales
U18s against France and England in March.

Leon Brown
Yr 12

Senior 7s Squad make
Impact at Llandovery
Tournament
rugby tour. They were
in the country for a few
weeks, travelling around
Wales and playing several
school matches along

Our senior rugby squad entered their first 7s tournament
of the season in March and recorded some fantastic results
against some of the UK’s top rugby schools and colleges.
Newport High took two squads to the tournament that
included 30 other sides from across Wales and England.
Both the Yellow and Amber Newport High Squads
progressed to the last 16 in the tournament, with the
Amber squad making it all the way to final. Despite a
brave and determined effort, after 7 hours of rugby there just wasn’t enough left in the
tank to pull off a win. However, all the boys represented the school with honour.
They all put in some exceptional work, but a special mention must go to Ryan Wilson,
scoring 12 tries during the days play!

the way. They spent a
few hours receiving a
training session from Mr.
Flanagan, before playing
a match against our
1st XV. The final score
on a wet and muddy
afternoon was 14-7 to
Newport High with the
visitors providing a strong
physical challenge for our
boys. Pictured is Connor
Goode receiving his ‘Man
of the Match’ shirt.

Congratulations boys, as the only Gwent side in the tournament and the only Welsh school
to make the semi-finals you did yourselves, the region, Wales and the school proud.
Results
Newport
Newport
Newport
Newport
Newport
Newport
Newport
Newport
Newport
Newport

High Yellows 7 – 50 Filton college
High Yellows 20 – 17 Ysgol Brynteg
High Yellows 7 – 47 Millfield School (last 16 Play Off)
High Ambers 39 – 7 Ysgol Gyfun Cymer Rhondda
High Ambers 39 – 14 Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhymni
Ryan Wilson
High Ambers 34 – 7 Ysgol Gyfun Gŵyr
High Ambers 38 – 14 Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Bro Myrddin (last 16 Play Off)
High Ambers 22 – 21 Llandovery College (Quarter Final)
High Ambers 21 – 14 Colston’s Collegiate School (Semi Final)
High Ambers 7 – 30 Millfield School (Final)
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Newport High 1st XV Record Historic
Victory
Newport High School Rugby 1st XV recorded an
historic victory over school and college rugby heavy
weights Llandovery College in February.
Our boys welcomed Llandovery to Bettws Lane in
the WRU Wednesday League for the first time ever
and recorded a hard fought 15 – 9 victory. It was
a fantastic effort from all the squad who played
the wide expansive style of rugby that they are
rapidly becoming known for. Beating Llandovery, who have a long and prestigious rugby
history, was a major achievement for all the players and having the match shown live
online on S4C and in the Rygbi Pawb highlights show made the whole occasion even more
special.
The way that the team pulled together, playing for each
other and holding on in the dying minutes to secure
the victory, was really special to watch and I am sure
everyone will agree that they made the whole school
community proud.
We would like to thank match sponsors Barrett Homes
for their support.

Tag Rugby
Pictured are some of our feeder primary school students
enjoying a day of Tag Rugby at Newport High School. Members
of our 1st XV rugby team organised and delivered the sessions
during the day and it was great to see younger players getting
involved in the game.

Thanks to all the Rugby Academy sponsors for their support this season.
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Reporting for Duty...
I have recently begun my police cadet training. In order
to be selected I had to submit an application, attend an
interview and once I had heard that I had been successful,
I began my training. I have now attended 20+ hours of
training sessions and have also completed two half days
of training during half term on how to be a cadet and,
eventually, a police officer. This has included learning
about confidentiality and breaching
laws of protection, testing the speed
of cars on the road, operating the
police radio, ordering a uniform,
techniques used in searching for
drugs and weapon exercises. Being
a police cadet is a really fun and
enjoyable experience and as I am
considering joining the police force
when I am older, it is great for my CV. We will graduate
the training stage in May and will then be allocated to
stations in Newport to learn more about the role of the
police officer.
Chelsea Scott (11PR-RH)

Musical Notes Nodiadau Cerddorol
Our Christmas Cluster Carol Concert was, once again, a huge
success. All pupils enjoyed taking part in the event and the
response from parents and visitors was really positive. Our
talented performers are now busy rehearsing for productions
of ‘High School Musical’ and ‘Hairspray’ every Thursday after
school. Please see Miss Harris or Mrs Griffiths for details.
Instrumental lessons have been a huge success this term with
nearly 100% attendance every
week! Good luck to all pupils sitting
their music examinations this
term.
A reminder... BTEC coursework
catch up sessions are taking place
every Tuesday after school with Mr.
Hutcherson.
Finally, Music department ‘Students of the Term’ are Kaicie
Vodden (8RPA) and Jospeh Bates (8JG).
Miss L Harris
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Year 8 Take
Up Maths
Challenge
Some of our most able Year 8
learners enjoyed a valuable day
focusing on how to solve problems
in maths. The group spent the

day exploring strategies that
encouraged them to develop their
thinking and understanding of a
variety of topics. The day presented
a significant level of challenge
for the group who responded
extremely well. Well done for this
great effort, guys.

A Very
Special Scout
Here is Ella Evans (8GN)
with her Scout of the
Year award. Ella is a
member of the 7th (All
Saints) Newport Scout
Troop and has gained
this award through
her hard work and
dedication. The scout organisation is for
boys and girls aged between 10½ and 14
years who take part in a wide range of
activities that help them to find out about
the world they live in and learn about their
own particular strengths and abilities. It
also provides them with opportunities to
explore their own values and personal
attitudes.
Well done Ella for winning this award –
you are a fantastic student as well as a
brilliant scout!

SPORTS NEWS – NEWYDDION
CHWARAEON
Hockey
Year 7
The Year 7 team have had
some tough games this
year after being placed in
a league with some strong
competitors. Their first game
against Abertillery resulted in
an unlucky 1-0 loss followed
by losses against St Joseph’s
and Monmouth. With their
last 2 games against Croesyceiliog and Rougemont, the
girls are looking to secure their first win.
This year’s ‘Player of the Year’ is Lauren Barton for some
solid performances in the centre of defence. Da iawn
Lolly!
U14
This year, Year 8 and 9 have played as one team for the
first time. After a strong start against Gwynllyw with a
1-0 win, the girls have had a number of draws with 2
unlucky league losses. With one game remaining, it looks
unlikely that they will progress to the league finals this
year despite putting in some impressive performances.
In the U14 Cup, they were placed in a strong pool with
Rougemont, Croesyceiliog and St Alban’s. After beating
St Alban’s convincingly, the girls put in an exceptional
effort against the two favourite schools resulting in two
narrow one goal defeats.
This year’s ‘Player of the Year’ will be shared between
Isobel Southway and Gabby Scott for some excellent
team play to work the ball out of defence. Da iawn
merched!
U16
Similarly to the U14s, this year the Y10 and Y11 girls
have played in one team in their league. With 3 losses
and points from a conceded game, the girls are keen to
secure their first win with 3 games remaining against
King Henry VIII, Caerleon and Croesyceiliog as we go to
press.
This year’s ‘Player of the Year’ is Ffion Gibbons for some
excellent saves made throughout the year as a defensive
player. Da iawn Ffion!

A Tradition to
Treasure
Many thanks to Newport
High School Old Boys for
presenting us with the
South Wales Argus Sports
Shield, first awarded to
the Newport High School
winning House in 1922.
In future, the shield
will be awarded to the
winning House competing in the Key Stage 3 and
4 sports tournaments organised by Year 13 BTEC
Sport students.

Martial Arts
Pictured are Chaniece
(Year 9) and Courtney
Vickery (Year 10) with the
certificates they received
this term having achieved
their grading in the
martial art, Kenpo. Both
girls attend classes at the
Active Living Centre run
by the Universal Academy
of Martial Arts. Well done, girls.

Medal Success
Congratulations to Isobel
Southway
(9PR-RH)
for
achieving the silver medal
in the under 14’s English
Taekwondo championships in
February. What a star!
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Moving Up A Level

Pride in Past Students

Year 9 pupils
have been
working
extremely hard
in the extracurricular MAT
club in PE.
They have been
working towards achieving level 6 by completing
some of the fitness testing and training unit
from the BTEC Sport course. Attendance has
been excellent but a special mention must go
to Kirsty Bromley and Venetia Making who have
attended every session. Excellent effort, girls.

It’s always great to catch up with former students and we
are delighted to update you on the
sporting achievements of Jesse
Victory and Lee Evans. Jesse was
selected for the Wales Schools
Under 18s football squad for their
recent series of matches and
Lee Evans, currently professional
footballer for Wolves, was selected to play against England
U21s in March.
These achievements will hopefully
inspire more students to go on to
achieve their goals both on and off
the sports field in the coming years.
We wish them every success in the
future.

Year 7 in Semi-Finals Girls Achieve Dragons
Under 18s Honours
The Year 7 rugby team produced a
dominant performance to overcome
local rivals St Julian’s in the quarter
final of the Newport School’s Cup. In
a display that balanced forward power
with subtle offloads in the back line, Newport notched up
nine tries to record a 53-14 victory. David Davies, Jacob
Donneky, Taylor Pescud, Bradley Howes and Sam Dixon all got
their names on the scoreboard with additional conversions
added by kickers Louis Hughes and Thomas Rayner. The boys
can feel confident as they face the winners of Caldicot and
Caerleon in the other quarter final.
Mr Staniforth

Congratulations to Sara Turnbull
(PR-KB) and Charlie Martin
(OL-AST) on their selection
for the Dragons U18s Ladies
squad for this season’s regional
championship. Both girls have
shown real promise and have seen
their efforts rewarded. Dragons Ladies U18s coach, our very
own Mr. Stroud, said “both girls have represented the school
brilliantly and have excellent futures in the sport”.

Key Stage 3 House Cage Rugby Tournament
As part of their BTEC Sport course, Year 13 Sport students independently
organised and ran a Year 7 cage rugby tournament in March. The students, who
are also working towards their WRU coaching certificates, carried on the good
work started by their classmates who ran an excellent swimming gala before
half term. The event was another huge success, with learners from all Houses
taking part and Pryderi House being the overall winners on the day.
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