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Eisteddfod 2016
On the 1st of March 2016, we celebrated Saint David’s day by holding our very own
Eisteddfod. All acts were very enjoyable to watch and raised the crowd from their
seats. We were entertained in the hall for two hours, with Mrs Edwards and the
Welsh department leading the show.
There were acts such as lip syncing, solo singing, dancing, instrumental
performances, Welsh recitals and tutor group battles. The four Heads of House
also performed - Mrs Bwye, Mr Boschen, Mr Clayton and Miss Mee with her class,
7KM.
There was a fantastic atmosphere, everyone was getting out of their seats and
cheering for the performers on stage and everyone wanted to encourage and
motivate their peers. There was a mix of boys and girls and representatives from
all TfL groups. This celebration made people believe in themselves and showed us
that we can develop our skills in different ways.
The Eisteddfod was a great way to celebrate Saint David’s day and was an
opportunity for us to experience the talent that we have in Year 7. This was also
a chance for us to gain confidence performing to an audience. At the end of the
week we had a celebration assembly, where all performers were rewarded. This
was a fantastic House competition!
Well done to members of Olwen House - winners this year!
Thomas Hibbert and Jensen Duggan 7JA
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Dear All – Annwyl Pawb

Many schools in Wales are beginning their work on the new ‘Successful Futures’ curriculum.
Whilst ‘Successful Futures’ is still some years away, it is essential that, as a staff, we build our
skills and introduce new approaches to help us to make the changes needed.
Earlier this year, Newport High School was identified by the Welsh Government as a New
Deal pioneer school. This means that we will be supporting staff to develop the new
curriculum then sharing our practice with other schools, the local authority and the South
East Wales EAS. The Arts Council of Wales has also invited us to be a Lead Creative School.
This means that teachers, students and creative professionals will work together to plan and deliver a digital project for
Year 7 learners. This collaboration will help us to bring the curriculum to life and provide new ways for Year 7 learners to
develop their creative skills.
This work has been complemented by a project developed jointly by our PE team and the EAS Physical Literacy team.
Their work aimed to develop students’ motivation, physical confidence, decision making skills, health and wellbeing.
At the end of this project, Year 7 students were able to plan and confidently deliver a ‘Physical Fringe’ event that
showcased their talent in a range of non-traditional PE activities.
Our work and the continued training we provide for all staff will ensure students at Newport High School are fully
prepared for life beyond school. We want our students to be:
·
ambitious, capable learners – ready to learn throughout their lives;
·
healthy, confident individuals – ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society;
·
enterprising, creative contributors – ready to play a full part in life and work; and
·
ethical, informed citizens – ready to be citizens of Wales and the world.
I hope you agree that much of the work we are doing at Newport High keeps our curriculum and every day practice at
the leading edge of teaching and learning. I look forward to keeping you up to date as our practice develops over the
coming years.
Karyn Keane
Headteacher

Dates for your Diary Dyddiau am eich
Dyddiadur:

Staff News –
Saving Lives
Newyddion Staff As part of the GCSE PE course,

April

We are delighted to welcome the
new staff members who have joined
us this term, Mrs J O’Brien who has
joined the English department, Mrs
M Beacall who is our new Assistant
Subject Team Leader in Science and
Mr Jones who has joined the Maths
department.

11
28
29

Start of summer term
Sports Awards
INSET Day – school closed to students

May
2
9
27
30-3

Bank Holiday – school closed
Summer exams begin
Break up for half term
Half term holiday

June

Mrs James

6
Back to school
23
Academic Review Day
27-30 KS2 Transition Week

Mrs J O’Brien

July
11
6-10
14-15
20

learners have been developing their
life-saving skills, a vitally important
part of being safe when in the
water. We’ve definitely had some
fun every week whilst gaining some
really important information, such
as how to rescue people, putting a
casualty in the recovery position and
performing CPR on a non-breathing
casualty. Good luck to all learners
when they demonstrate their skills
for the examiner.

INSET Day – school closed to students
French Trip
French trip
End of term

Mr Jones

Please check the school website for
updates.
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Sharing Good Practice Rhannu Arfer Da
A number of Year 13 students have been fortunate enough to take part
in mentoring sessions this term, designed to assist them in the successful
completion of their BTEC Sport qualification. We would like to thank Annie
Davies, First Campus Coordinator at Cardiff Metropolitan University, for
arranging for students currently studying for degrees in Sport to come into
school to work with our learners. They have provided invaluable advice
and support in terms of how best to approach tasks and improve time
management and organisation so that all deadlines are met.
This year, the programme has been extended to include mentoring for sixth
form students re-sitting GCSE English and Maths.

Exam Dates
As exam season is almost upon us, we would like to wish all students the very best of luck for their coming examinations.
GCSE and A level timetables are available to view in the Student Links area of the school website at;

www.newporthigh.co.uk.

A World of Opportunities
This term has seen a number of events take place designed
to support our students in planning for their futures.
Students in Year 9 and their parents/carers met with staff
to find out more about subjects on offer at key stage 4 and
to consider which pathways would best meet their longer
term needs for progression into the sixth form and higher
education or the world of work. Year 11 students interested
in continuing their education as members of the sixth form
also had some planning to do when they were invited,
along with their parents/carers, to attend an evening at the
Christchurch Centre where they were introduced to the A
level and vocational courses on offer at Newport High and
our partner collaboration schools.
Continuing the theme
of preparation for post16 students, the Head
of our Dragons Junior
Rugby Academy,
Robert Sidoli, was
looking forward to the
next academic year
when he met with
prospective academy
members to introduce
the organisation,
expectations and aims of the academy. He is pictured
below delivering his presentation, ‘Better the individual,
better the player’.
All of these sessions play a vital role in preparing our
students to move as smoothly as possible into the next
stage of their education and provide the opportunity for
parents, carers, staff and students to work together to
ensure that the right decisions are made.

An Unforgettable Visit Ymweld I Gofio
Two sixth form students recently visited Auschwitz in
Poland as part of their A level History studies. Georgia
Stephenson and Isobel Flannelly had the opportunity to see
the remains of the concentration camp where at least 1.1
million people were killed. They experienced many elements
of the Auschwitz education programme, including learning
about Jewish culture and visiting the many separate camps.
In one of the camps, Georgia described the experience
of viewing the prisoner’s shoes, hair, buttons etc. as
“frightening” because of the large scale of what there was
to see. The students were able to view a gallery of photos
taken of the prisoners and Isobel mentioned how seeing the
photos in a second gallery, where prisoners could be seen
living their lives before entering the camp, as really moving,
“remembering all of the individuals as real lives and not just
numbers”.
After visiting the
different huts and
chambers, the
students were able
to hear the Jewish
‘horn of hope’ which,
due to the darkness
of the day and
the cold weather,
Georgia described
as “haunting”. At
that moment, the whole space around them was silent as
each and every individual present took time to remember
the innocent lives lost. The students felt privileged to have
been able to witness a memorial of such a shocking, heart
breaking and disturbing time in history and would definitely
recommend a visit to Auschwitz to anyone.
Molly Gasson, Year 12
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Rugby Academy News - Newyddion Academi Rygbi
The Newport High School Junior Academy season has been hugely successful. We have seen nineteen of our squad
recognised for their talents and selected for the Dragons regional U18 team:

Ashley
Gibson

Joshua
Lewis

Christian
Coleman

Corey
Howells

Frank
Crosby

James
McCarthy

Callum
Bailey-Aitken

Joshua
Reynolds

Lennon
Greggains

Matthew
Bancroft

Matthew
Williams

Rhys
Hancock

Sam
Dinsdale

Sam
Watkins

Thomas
Hoppe

Wade
Langley

William
Fishlock

Jared
Rosser

Max
Williams

The great performances of our Academy players in the regional age grade tournament in the November and January
blocks has meant that four of our players were selected for the Wales U18 squad:

Max
Williams

Christian
Coleman

Jared
Rosser

Josh
Reynolds

We are sure that all the students and teachers of Newport High School would like to congratulate all the boys who have
achieved Dragon age grade and Wales U18 recognition this season. The coaches of the Junior Academy would also like
to congratulate these and all Junior Academy squad members for their hard work both on and off the pitch. It is credit
to them that they manage to balance both their academic studies and their rugby commitments and we know that such
a task would be deemed impossible if not for the support of all the teachers and staff at Newport High School.
We would like to thank our sponsors for their continued support of the programme and we hope you have enjoyed the
season so far. We would also like to thank Newport Friends of Rugby for their support by allowing our use of the facility
at Rodney Parade.
Robert Sidoli
Head Coach Junior Academy

James Leadbeater
Assistant Coach Junior Academy

Gareth Lewis
Rugby Development Officer

Rhys Thomas
Attached Coach
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Tackling Drugs
Former drug addict Paul Hannaford visited school this term to talk to students about the
devastating effects of drug addiction. This hard hitting talk described Paul’s decline into
addiction, a story he told with honesty that held learners spellbound. Paul was addicted
to heroin and crack cocaine for fifteen years and spent time in prison for drug related
crimes. He told learners that he has lost many friends who had died from their addictions
and counted himself lucky to be a survivor.
He said: “If I can save some lives from doing these talks, then I’ll be happy”.
We would like to thank Paul for his excellent, informative presentation.

Careers In The Spotlight
Choosing a career that you may like to pursue on leaving education is not an easy process, so making this important
decision was the focus of our Year 12 Careers Conference held in March. At this annual event, students were given the
opportunity to explore career and higher education options and to hear from people already working in a variety of
fields what their jobs are really like.
This significant, bespoke event is made possible through the excellent links that have been developed between the
school and individual employers and universities. External speakers delivered sessions on career areas including
Psychology, Science, Engineering, Maths, Retail, Policing, Photography, Sport, Social Care, Teaching, the Emergency
Services, IT and Law.
We were also fortunate enough to be joined by representatives from Student Finance Wales, Cardiff Metropolitan
University and the University of South Wales who spoke about university life, student finance and the university
application process.
We would like to thank all the speakers for attending and are already looking forward to next year’s event!

Newport High School
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Year 8 ‘Just B’ AntiSmoking Ambassadors
Having completed questionnaires in a recent assembly,
twenty eight pupils were chosen by Public Health
Wales to become anti-smoking ambassadors for
Newport High School.
After making a pledge in school, they attended a two
day course, at Peterstone Lakes Golf Club, where they
participated in a variety of activities that taught them
about the health problems caused by smoking.

The first activity shocked many of them, when they were shown the ‘ingredients’ that make up a typical cigarette. It’s
clear to see in the photo here, just how repulsive the mixture was. The group was then informed about the wide range of
illnesses caused by smoking and which substances made them addictive to users. They were also shown the harmful byproducts caused by the habit, including ‘Clem’s Phlegm’ and ‘Harry’s Scary Tongue.’
The pupils’ job now is to spread this message to other young people and, hopefully, prevent them from participating in this
life-threatening habit. Judging by the knowledge they are now showing on this subject, it is only a matter of time before
they convince their peers of the seriousness of the issues caused by smoking.
Mrs J Morris

A Fantastic Fringe Festival

Safe and Sound

7JA, 7AMC, 7SP and 7KM have
been working hard on a physical
literacy project in PE and TfL
since the start of the school
year. Every Wednesday, week
B, students have been creating
a performance based on one of
the following activities; Mixed
Martial Arts, Free Running, Swim
Gymnastics or Dance.

On Wednesday 24 February, a group of Year 8 pupils
attended a ‘Safeguarding Children’ day at Rodney Parade,
Newport. The group shared their opinions on this issue
and discussed with councillors what can be done to make
children feel safe around school and in the areas where
they live. The event gave organisers a good brief in terms
of what needs improving in our local schools and areas
and what is already in place and working well. The group
spoke about drugs and other areas of concern such as
relationships, peer pressure, staying out of danger and
bullying.

Following these two hour sessions
of physical education, students
have been returning to TFL to
evaluate their progress. They
have also organised music,
choreography, props and
costumes for future sessions as
well as planning and promoting a
festival to showcase their talents.

The pupils represented Newport High School really well
and worked brilliantly with the staff and members of other
schools who attended the day.

At the end of February, we saw
the culmination of five months of
hard work as parents, governors
and members of the student body
were treated to video productions
and a carousel of activities. The
performers really did themselves
and the school proud. Well done
to everyone involved.
7LHO, 7CH and 7LDA will be
working on their own creative
projects over the summer term.

Gulghutai Shah, 8AJH

Music Makers
Kaicie Vodden, Year 10 has continued to display her abilities
as a talented musician by passing her Grade 5 Violin exam
this term. What an excellent achievement!
I would also like to commend two students for their ongoing
support of the music department - Georgia Monaghan, who
is also having real success with her singing outside of school
and Hope Hammond who has recently completed a Britain’s
Got Talent audition.
Many thanks, girls – you go above and beyond!
Ms Ward

Mr Devney
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Kaicie
Vodden

Georgia
Monaghan

Hope
Hammond

Student Voice
Llais Disgyblion
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The School Council continues to work hard work to help improve the experience of
pupils and have been involved in some important school matters this term.

New Catering Company Selected
In January, pupils in the School Nutrition Action Group (SNAG) were involved in helping to select a new catering company for the school.
Businesses from across the UK came into school to pitch to the SNAG committee, Mrs Keane and Governors and tried to secure a contract
that would meet all nutritional requirements. After much debate and plenty of tasting (!) the group reached their verdict and decided that
the Alliance in Partnership (AiP) organisation should be awarded the contract. This is what AiP said on hearing they had been selected:

“Alliance in Partnership are delighted to have been selected by Newport High School to provide their catering
services from Tuesday 3rd May 2016.
Our aim is to provide the students with an enhanced variety of freshly prepared options that represent
excellent value for money.
All our food options are nutritionally analysed to ensure we are providing students with a range of healthy
options that contain all the vital nutrients and energy to get them through their busy day.
Between now and launch day members of our team will be regular visitors to the school so please feel free to come and have a chat
and find out a bit more about your new catering service, opening offers and special promotions.”

Reward Shop
Pupils taste food and listen to the various pitches by the
companies trying to secure our new catering contract.

Keep Left
The School Council launched a poster competition this term
to encourage pupils to behave sensibly in the corridors. They
decided to make a positive start by introducing a ‘keep left’
policy to be used at times of congestion. Jordan Rogers, 7LDA,
produced a very eye catching design promoting this policy and
was rewarded with a £5 gift voucher for her efforts.
Da iawn Jordan!

The Reward Shop continues to go from strength to strength, with
pupils looking to gain as many merits as possible to exchange for
prizes. Congratulations to these pupils who have earned the most
merits so far this year:

Name
Megan Jones
Hope Hammond
Freya Maher
Kayley Dyke
Tanish Amran
Harri Morgan
Macie Channing
Daisie Fussell
Brogan Charlton

Total Points
104
100
96
95
94
93
91
86
85

Pupils are able to email rewardshop@newporthigh.co.uk to place
their orders and collect from the admin office the following week.
To encourage students to collect even more merits, the School
Council devised the Double Merit Monday initiative that ran on
Monday 7 March.

Jordan with her poster designs!

Mr Staniforth

08
Men Who Played The Game - Dynion Sy Wedi
Chwarae’r Gêm
We were delighted to welcome Mike Rees, our Clerk to the Governors, to
school earlier this term to be interviewed by two of our Year 12 students,
Georgia Stephenson and Joseph Bessant about his recently published book,
‘Men Who Played The Game’.
Here is an extract from a recent book review:

Men Who Played the Game explores the development and importance of
sport in Britain and the Empire leading up to the outbreak of the First World
War and the part played by sportsmen in the conflict. The book opens with
revealing chapters of how various sports – the fans, the governing bodies and
the sportsmen themselves – reacted to the outbreak of war.
Seren Books
Georgia and Joe enjoyed chatting with Mike and had plenty of questions for
him!
Have you always wanted to be a writer?
I’ve always fancied it. Before retirement I was too busy so when I retired I thought I would give it a go. I always enjoyed
English, History and Geography in school and went on to study History at university, so I suppose my love of writing came
from my interest in these subjects.
Where did you get the idea for your book?
Well, I’ve always been interested in the First World War and I used to be a history teacher, so I had an interest in history
from the very beginning. I had a relative who died in the First World War, my mother’s uncle, who died in France in 1916,
aged 19, so I’ve always had a particular interest in WWI. I’m also interested in sport; any sport, anything that moves, any
ball, anything like that. In my leaving speech when I retired, I made the commitment that in my spare time I was going to
write a book. I thought that if I said it in front of people I would have to do it!
How long did it take you to research and write the book?
I started the research in September 2012 and I suppose I finished that in just over a year. I started writing the book in
Autumn 2013. The writing took about the same time as the research. The research wasn’t so bad because there’s quite a lot
of information on the internet now. If I had had to do this thirty years ago, it wouldn’t have been possible as I wouldn’t have
had access to all of the information I needed.
What was the hardest part of writing the book itself?
I suppose that when you have such a lot of material, organising it is quite a challenge. I used index cards to write my
information on rather than making notes on paper, so that I was able to sit down and write the book with all of the cards in
order. I definitely think that the organisation was the hardest bit, along with perseverance, because working on your own is
quite a lonely occupation.
Alternatively, what was the most enjoyable part of the process?
I think that when I finished the first draft, when I had a piece of work that was over 100,000 words long, I thought ‘gosh,
that’s something isn’t it?’ I didn’t have a publisher at that point so I didn’t know whether anyone else would read it but
having such a large amount of writing, I thought, was quite an achievement. The other high point was seeing it in print. I
had a launch at the Riverfront on the weekend that Friar’s Walk opened. It poured with rain! We had over 100 people there
and I gave a talk. To finally have a physical copy of my book was amazing.
Are you happy with the overall outcome of the book?
Thrilled. One thing I learnt was that when I handed it over to the publisher, it became their book and not mine; they took
control. Before that happened, my wife went through it as did a former colleague, along with a man I met on holiday in
America! I told him I was writing the book and he got very excited and said he would proof read it. He turned out to be a
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top lawyer and as a lawyer, he was extremely precise, so was really helpful. By
the time it went to the editor, I don’t think they had to change too much. Let’s
hope it sells!
Do you think that there was any one particular person or specific source
that inspired your writing?

There are a few I can think of. One person who did, surprisingly, inspire me
was the English Rugby Captain, Ronnie Poulton. He was a public school boy
and Oxford University graduate, so not from the background that I would
necessarily have been attracted to; I would have perhaps looked for more
of an underdog. However, he was such a superb rugby player, Captain of
England just before the war and he died in 1915 when he was just 25. One of
my favourite sportspeople would be Charlie Pritchard because he was from
Newport. He played for Newport and the Welsh International team. I suppose
him being a local boy has a lot do with him being a favourite of mine.
Do you have any favourite authors?
My favourite novelist would be Thomas Hardy and in terms of sports writers, Duncan Hamilton, a journalist from
Nottinghamshire, is also a favourite. I like Ian Rankin too, the crime writer.
Are you passionate about Wales and being a Welsh author?
I am in terms of living, working and being educated here. I also like to think
that, as a historian, I understand how South East Wales evolved historically
through people coming from far and wide to work in the coal mines, steel
works and the docks. I see South Wales as a region with a real mixture of
people, which is a very positive thing.
What do you think about eBooks?
I think that if they make people read, they are fine. As an author though, I do
like having a hard copy in my hands. That’s what I was most excited about
in having my own book; actually seeing it. There’s no doubt that things are
changing and there are opportunities now for people to read more widely. If
you’re buying a book online for example, the website will come up with other
recommendations. From that point of view, I think that the future of books
and writing is very hopeful. People will have access to finding books that they
would never otherwise have known existed.
Do you have any other planned writing projects?
I am planning a second book. I’m not very adventurous so it will be on a
similar theme, but it will be on WWII.
Aside from writing, what are your other interests?
I play the guitar, not very well though! It was something I started very late - I
was 45. My wife and I were sat at home, and we played that game; ‘What
would I do if I won the lottery?’ I said that I would learn to play the guitar. So, the following day, I came home to find she
had booked me lessons! I’m no expert, but I strum along quite happily.
What advice would you give to an aspiring author?
Read a lot! Although I would say that to any youngster. I mentioned the writers who have influenced me but I think the
biggest influence on my writing would be the people who taught me to write, both in school and university. I had a very
influential lecturer in university. He always told me ‘never use the same word in a sentence twice,’ and that really stuck with
me. I would tell aspiring authors to read a lot and allow yourself to be inspired by others.
Men Who Played The Game is published by Seren Books (www.serenbooks.com)
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Stand Out From The
Crowd

Making the Most of
Summer

A number of our learners were fortunate enough
to gain some invaluable advice on writing a CV and
preparing for interview when they attended sessions
with Veronica Thomas from Amey Construction. As well
as her role with Amey, Veronica is also a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Maths) ambassador who has
visited us previously to talk about these subjects and
the world of opportunities and possibilities that open up
when pursuing STEM subjects and careers.

We would like to extend our thanks to Debra Croft from
Aberystwyth University who visited us in February to
talk to Year 12 learners about the brilliant summer school
programme offered by the university. This free, six week
programme takes place during the summer holidays
and gives students a real taste of university life and the
standard of work they can expect when they progress to
higher education. A number of our students have gained
summer school places over the past few years and all
have agreed that the scheme is a fantastic opportunity
to challenge yourself to reach your true potential.

It was great to
welcome her back to
provide guidance to
individual students on
how to approach the
job application process
and to offer some
practical help on how
to produce a CV that stands out from the crowd.
We would like to thank Veronica for giving up her time
and we look forward to her working with our students
again in the near future.

World Book Day Celebrations Dathliadau Diwrnod Y Llfr
Badge Bonanza!
Teachers and support staff found themselves very
much in demand when Year 7 students celebrated
World Book Day by taking part in a competition
to collect book titles from badges of popular book
covers worn by staff. There was fierce competition
to collect as many titles as possible with House
points being awarded to everyone who took part
and additional prizes for those collecting the
most.
The winners were:
Top collector – boy:
Connor Jamie (7CH)
Top collector – girl:
Jamee-Leigh Miller (7LDA)
Runner up:
Eleri Jackson (7JA)
Students rounded off the day by receiving their
World Book Day tokens which can be exchanged
for a selection of World Book Day titles on sale in
high street stores until March 27th 2016.
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Selfie or
Shelfie?
A Shelfie competition
was launched on World
Book Day, where students
and staff were asked to
guess which book shelves
belong to which members
of staff. This has led to a
great deal of discussion
amongst the students
and staff, with some book
shelves being fiendishly
difficult to match to their
owner. Please email
your competition entries
to Mrs Davies (LDA@
newporthigh.co.uk).

DEAR Time
Here are some of our students
enjoying ‘Drop Everything and
Read’ time on World Book Day.
What a treat to be able to relax
with a good book!

Spring Newsletter 2016
Cylchlythyr y Gwanwyn 2016

11

Everyone Deserves A Chance Mae Pawb yn Haeddu Siawns
Funded predominantly by the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) for Gwent,
Positive Futures does exactly what it says on the tin by offering positive alternatives to antisocial behaviour (ASB) and crime through sport.
One person who can vouch for the impact of the programme is past Newport High School sixth
form student Leon Brown, aged 19, from Maesglas, Newport.
When Leon isn’t on the pitch or training in the gym, the current Wales under 20s Dragons
Academy and Cross Keys rugby player volunteers his spare time as a Peer Mentor with Positive Futures. Leon
predominantly works with young people who have disengaged from their school environment and have been
specifically referred to the project as a result of their behavioural issues. Up and coming tight head prop Leon is
being tipped for a bright future in the professional game and the 6ft 2in and 18 stone athlete is now regarded as a
role model by many of the young referrals to Positive Futures. Leon said:

“Most of the children and young people I work with at Positive Futures have behavioural problems and they
don’t really engage in a traditional school environment. However, all of the young people we work with deserve a
chance and this programme provides them with that opportunity.”
Leon has no doubt about the impact of the programme:

“Positive Futures most definitely works and you can see a real difference after a few weeks in the young people
we work with.”

Picture Perfect
Meeting up with past students and hearing about their successes is always a
pleasure and we were delighted to catch up with Jacob McCarthy this term
when he visited school to work with Year 13 Photography students who were
busy completing their examination portfolios.
Jacob, who now works as a successful photographer, has a wealth of
practical experience that he was happy to share with our students during
this masterclass. He also attended our Year 12 Careers Conference in March
where he spoke to students about his own personal career journey and the
opportunities that exist in the field of Photography.
We would like to thank Jacob for his ongoing support of our students.

Don’t Throw It Away! Paid â Thaflu I Ffordd
Students currently studying in our Inclusion Centre have been looking into the
impact of waste and recycling on the environment.
To gather some local information, students went on a fact finding visit to the
Newport Household Waste Recycling Centre where they participated in a talk
about the problems posed by increasing amounts of waste and how this is going
to be dealt with in the future.
We also had a chance to visit the shop on site called ‘Second Chance Cabin’
where items that have been thrown away are salvaged and offered for sale.
The students were asked what they thought of the shop and their reply was
“amazing” and “some of the stuff is brand new”. The shop opens to the public
and gives people the opportunity to look for a bargain. We were all surprised by
what people throw away!
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Positively MAD
One of the leading provider of personalised learning and personal
development workshops and seminars within education, Positively
MAD, are pictured here with our learners, delivering some of their
hugely engaging sessions designed to improve study skills and exam
performance.
The workshops, while being highly interactive and great fun, showed
students how to use different learning tools to help them remember
facts, explore and extend their own individual talents and develop
their literacy and numeracy skills.

Try A New Sport
Numerous extra-curricular
sporting activities take place
in school each week. We asked
Mrs James to tell us all about
Badminton Club...

Badminton Club has been a huge
success, running every Tuesday
3.00pm - 4.00pm and attracting
20+ students every week. It has
been particularly popular with
Years 9, 10 and 11 pupils and
has really helped those keen to
improve their GCSE PE marks.
However, nobody has managed to
beat me yet! Are you up for the
challenge? Newcomers are always
very welcome.
Watch this space for some
fixtures news over the next few
months.
Mrs James
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Music With A Message - Cerddoriaeth
gyda Neges
Learners from Years 7 to 11 attended a
performance by singer Rich Cottell as
part of an online safety, cyber bullying
and anti-discrimination themed school
tour. This programme has toured more
than 2,500 schools around the UK
led by a mix of different artists, with
Rich himself already visiting over 350
schools. Rich, a singer/songwriter from
Devon who has supported major artists
including The Wanted and Conor
Maynard, describes his music as “feel
good indie pop, with a ‘life is just wonderful’ vibe”.
His personality definitely matches his music and the learners
thoroughly enjoyed his entertaining performance, which
he followed with an online safety and anti-discrimination
presentation. This aimed to empower learners to make the right
choices with regard to online safety and cyber bullying, as well
as showing students the importance of treating everyone fairly,
whatever their sexual preference, race, sex, or nationality.
Freya Maher (8HS) had this to say about the cyber bullying
presentation:

“He made it seem like it was normal to talk about it and he made
sure we knew all the facts, while keeping it light-hearted. In my
opinion, he tackled the topic in a way that was brilliant, creative
and very appropriate for people of our age group.”
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Cultural Unity
Year 7 learners have been challenging themselves to
learn a new language this term. They have been having
fortnightly lessons in school with a visiting Mandarin
teacher. Xuan has already given learners a taste of
Chinese culture and traditions and learners have
particularly enjoyed learning about paper cutting. They
are now starting to learn the basics of the Chinese
language, Mandarin.

Mandarin Qualifications
This half term, we were invited to Millibrook Primary
school for an awards assembly where Mandarin
certificates were presented to our Year 7 learners.
Morgan Hutton and Alicia Cramp both achieved a

Level 2 qualification. A fantastic achievement!
As part of this assembly, Millbrook launched their
Confucius Classroom. We were fortunate to join staff,
learners, governors, parents and representatives
from the Welsh Government at this celebratory

Creativity Adventure
Project
A group of Year 7 pupils were selected to attend a
creative session once a week this term. The group
is led by a Creative Agent who is a visitor to our
school. The sessions are designed to develop our
creativity and imagination skills, with the aim of
creating our own adventure computer game. We
have been designing our own characters and even
our own world!
This group is awesome because we get to use and
develop our own ideas and can incorporate our
own interests. We hope to design a game suitable
for boys and girls of our age and this is a good
chance for us to work with our peers.
These sessions are training us to become creative
agents ourselves and we will lead our classmates
in the Creative Humanities project during the next
half term.
Oliver Farrell - 7JA

event. We are proud to work alongside Milbrook
Primary in offering Mandarin studies to our Year 7
learners – what a great opportunity!
Miss J Allman - HOY7
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Extra-Curricular Clubs

At Newport High School we try to provide opportunities for learners to attend extra-curricular and
enrichment activities, catch up and revision sessions and make use of the Library Resource Centre
to complete homework tasks. The timetable of activities that are available for learners to attend is
below.
Mr Hoskins

(NON –SPORTING) EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 2015-2016
Monday
Lunch Time
After School

Homework Club:
LRC
Mrs Brockley and
Miss Homfrey
(until 5pm)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

KS3 Choir:
Music Room
Miss Ward

KS4 Choir:
Music Room
Miss Ward

Homework Club:
LRC
Mrs Brockley and
Mr Brace
(until 5pm)

Homework Club:
LRC
Mrs Brockley and
Mr Brace
(until 5pm)

Homework Club:
LRC
Mrs Brockley and
Miss Homfrey
(until 5pm)

Homework Club:
LRC
Mrs Brockley
(until 4pm)

Whole School
Orchestra:
Music Room
Miss Ward

Maths Club:
D wing
Maths staff

KS5 French Club:
D0:18
Madame Texeira

Maths Club:
D wing
Maths staff

GCSE Media
Studies:
C1:13
Miss Meynell

Science Catch Up
Club:
Science Unit
Dr Andrews

English Subject
Surgery:
C1:03
Miss Cocchiara

GCSE English
Exam Preparation:
C1:13
Miss Meynell

Maths Club:
Maths Unit
Maths staff

GCSE English
Language Excel:
C1:02
Mrs Hughes

Year 7 Homework
Club:
Year 7 Unit
Year 7 Team

English Homework
Club:
C1:13
Mr Devine

Hair and Beauty:
Inclusion Centre
Miss Homfrey
(until 5pm)

F1 Challenge Club: Key Stage 4 French
E0:06
Club:
Mr Griffiths and Mr
D0:18
Smith
Madame Texeira
Film Club:
Inclusion Centre
Miss Evans
(until 5pm)
Bag Design Club:
E0:15
Miss Gittings
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KS3 French and
MFL Club:
D0:18
Mrs Edwards/Mrs
Davies
D&T Fashion Club:
E0:04
Miss Goddard

Games Club:
Inclusion centre
Miss Evans
(until 5pm)
Self Defence:
Dance Studio
Mr Brace
(until 5pm)
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Sports News - Newyddion Chwaraeon
Squash Success
Congratulations to Jordan Williams,
Year 11, who took part in the recent
Welsh Junior Squash Championships
held in Cardiff, where he won the under
17’s category.

Water Polo
Daniel Waller, Year 10, is making a
name for himself as a talented water
polo player. He has recently gained
a place in the first reserves for the
national squad, is a member of the
Welsh youth squad and plays for
Newport juniors and seniors.

Girls Rugby
An exciting new
touch rugby initiative
for girls started this
term. Rugby Officer,
Mr Lewis, delivered
taster sessions to
each of the Year 7
and 8 classes and the Year 10 PE class. As a result of
this, a girl’s rugby club is now running after school on
a Monday night with a view to enter the National Urdd
Touch Rugby Tournament in Aberystwyth in July. The
initiative has been a great success so far and members
will train weekly before playing friendly fixtures against
other Newport schools in the summer, before the
tournament in July.

Swimming Star
Sophie Linton, Year 7, continues to
excel in the swimming pool. Before
Christmas, she took part in the Welsh
Short Course Championships in
Swansea where she came third in her
heat and sixteenth overall out of forty
five swimmers in 50m freestyle. This
is an amazing accomplishment, especially as it’s the first
time she has qualified to attend. She was also fourth
in her heat and seventeenth overall in 50m backstroke,
again out of 40 swimmers.
Sophie has now qualified for the Swansea Long Course
Swimming Championships which will be held over the
Easter weekend. She had two busy weekends swimming
in the regional championships to qualify. She reached
three out of four finals which is an excellent achievement
as she is swimming in the age thirteen/fourteen category
even though she has only just turned twelve! She also
achieved five personal bests.

Sixth Form
Schools League
Team
The senior side has enjoyed further
success in the WRU Colleges Midweek
Development League and has
improved its record to 7 wins from 7
games. In the most recent win away
to Whitchurch High, the squad had
to come from a 17-12 deficit with five
minutes to go to win by a thrilling 2017. Tries from Connor Shefford, Brad
Yearsley and Liam Derrick brought
the score back to 17-17 before Reagan
Mahoney stepped up to nail a match
winning penalty with the final kick of
the game. The squad have one final
game against Coleg Y Cymoedd which
will hopefully deliver a 100% win rate
this season.
Mr Lewis

Sport? Girls Can Do It!
I would like as many girls as possible at
Newport High to follow me on twitter
@MrsMorrisnhs and to join in with my
fortnightly campaigns. These aim to
raise the profile of girls taking part in
and enjoying sport both inside and
outside school. The first challenge was
to take a sporting selfie and lots of girls
from the football, hockey and netball
teams, as well as the GCSE clubs, have
all taken part. However, I still need more
girls to get involved and show what
sport they are involved in.
Challenge 2 - SUMMER SPORTING
SELFIES – will start in the summer
term!
The sun will soon be out so let’s
make the most of it and try some
of the summer sports on offer and
take a selfie. Challenge your friends
in PE or outside of school and then
post your photo @MrsMorrisnhs and
#nhsgirlscandoit.
Look out for my other challenges: selfie
squat, star jumps or side plank, healthy
snacks selfie, pose a plank, press up or
pull up!
Are you ready to take up my challenge, girls?
Mrs Morris
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Sports News - Newyddion Chwaraeon
Netball News

Rugby Report

There have been lots of lovely fixtures for the girls
recently and, to finish the term, each year group
is taking part in a tournament against all other
schools in South East Wales.

Due to inclement weather conditions this term, our
rugby teams have struggled to fulfil many of their
organised fixtures. When a break in the weather
did emerge, it was the Year 9 team members who
continued their impressive record, winning both of
their matches.

Here are the results so far this term:
Year 7 v St Joseph’s
A Squad drew 4-4
B Squad lost 5-1
Players of the match were Olivia O’ Dwyer and
Tamsin Shipley
Year 8 v Caerleon:
A squad lost 10-9
B squad lost 4-2
Year 7 v Cwmbran High:
A squad won 7-1
B squad lost 3-5
Players of the match were Alicia Cramp and Mia
Smith
Newport High v Llanwern
Yr 8 A squad won 9-5
Yr 9 squad lost 11-6
Players of the match were Kayley Dyke and Abbie
Corten
Mrs Morris

On a very wet Wednesday afternoon, the boys
played host to Chepstow School in the quarter-final
of the Newport Cup. In very challenging conditions
both teams produced some exciting passages of
play but with a great defensive effort and some
excellent handling in attack it was Newport that
emerged victorious. Tries from Taylor Pescud, James
Archer, Ellis Williams and Ellis Jayne, as well as a
Louis Hughes conversion handed the black and
yellows a 22-0 victory, allowing them to progress
into the semi-finals where they face Bassaleg.
The team also played host to Monmouth School
and once again, in tricky conditions, tries from
Taylor Pescud, Sam Dixon and Ellis Jayne made the
difference as they ran out 17-5 victors. Within the
team there have been stand out performances from
James Archer who has been fearless in defence and
Louis Hughes who continues to lead by example
as Captain. Mention should also be made of Joe
Hickman in Year 8 who has performed brilliantly
in the year above. Fingers crossed the team can
overcome Bassaleg in the semi-finals and have the
chance to compete in the Newport Schools Final!

Try scorers against Monmouth School: (from left to right)
Taylor Pescud, Sam Dixon and Ellis Jayne
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