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Eisteddfod 2015

Monday 2nd of March was the day Years 7 & 8 celebrated St David’s Day
by taking part in our school Eisteddfod. This year, we were lucky enough
to be joined by John Adams, an X-Factor finalist, who along with Mrs
Edwards judged all on stage performers as well as performing himself.
This year’s performers made the judging extremely difficult as all were of
a superb standard. Students sang, danced, played instruments, recited
poetry and every TFL group entered the choir competition. 7LD were the
winning choir and were invited to sing in the Community Eisteddfod on
March 5.
This truly memorable event was hosted by our Head Students, Scott
Lewis and Poppy Taylor and was attended by members of the wider
community. They enjoyed some amazing performances from students
who had won their section in the school Eisteddfod along with a
showcase of talent from our GCSE music and dance students.
We would like to congratulate Taliesin House members, this year’s worthy
overall winners, but also congratulate all those who took part and made
both these events so entertaining.
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Dear All - Annwyl Pawb
As a school we aim to ensure that all of our students are prepared for
life in a fast and ever changing world. We work hard to provide learners
with access to teaching, resources and a curriculum that are at the
leading edge of these developments and we are recognised across the
region for our effective practice in this field.
As in every other secondary school in Wales, we are about to implement
national changes to our curriculum, assessment practice and the
qualifications we offer. These changes bring exciting opportunities to
further develop our current practice. From September, all students in
Year 10 will begin the study of two new GCSE exams in Maths, two new
GCSE exams in Science and a new GCSE English Language exam. The structure and assessment of these
courses will be completely new as will be their focus on the development of skills. The changes to English,
Maths and Science courses in Year 10 will mean that students will spend over half of their lessons studying
these 3 subjects. This will ensure that students have the skills needed to be successful both in education
and at work. Students in Year 10 and Year 12 will also embark on the compulsory new Welsh Baccalaureate
Qualification, taking part in individual and team challenges and completing an extensive investigation.
Along with curriculum development we are also undertaking significant changes to our IT provision. Over
the next term we will be introducing new IT systems that will provide parents with improved access to online
information about their child and will provide students with online access to their school work, homework
and study aids. We will continue to extend the range of school based IT equipment, PCs, laptops and iPads
that are available for use in order to support students to access these online resources.
As we move towards 2016 and in line with national developments, we will be embarking on further changes
to the curriculum and practice. I look forward to sharing details of these changes with you over the coming
terms.
Karyn Keane
Headteacher

Dates for your Diary Dyddiau am eich
Dyddiadur:
April 2015
13		 Start of summer term
30		 Sports Awards
May 2015
1		 INSET Day – school closed to students
4		 Bank Holiday – school closed
5		 Summer exams begin
11		 Year 12 study leave begins
15		 Transition swimming gala
22		 Break up for half term
25 – 29 Half term holiday
June 2015
1		 Back to school
4
Key Stage 3 to 4 Transition Evening
15		 Year 12 lessons resume
18		 Year 6 Transition Evening
19		 Year 5 & 6 Transition Day
July 2015
7		 Sports Day
6-10		 Year 10 Work Experience
8-12		 French trip
13-17		 Year 12 Work Experience
17		 End of term

Please check the school website for
updates.
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Staff News – Newyddion Staff
Geraldine Jordan (Reprographics Assistant) and Helen Ash (Food Court
Supervisor) are retiring at the end of this term - Geraldine after 30
years and Helen after 27 years of service. We would like to thank them
both for their hard work, dedication and enthusiasm and wish them
very happy retirements. We will all miss working with you.
A warm welcome is extended to Ms Hunter who has joined the Science
department this term, Mr Brown who is covering Mrs Griffiths’ maternity
leave and to our new receptionist, Ms Barnett.

Geraldine Jordan

Helen Ash

Ms. Hunter

Lending A Hand
A group of Year 13 students has been
fortunate enough to take part in mentoring
sessions this term, designed to assist them
in the successful completion of their BTEC
Sport qualification. We would like to thank
Teresa Perry, First Campus Coordinator
at the University of South Wales, for
arranging for three students currently
studying for degrees in Sport to come into
school to work with our learners.

Mr. Brown

Ms. Barnett
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Memorable Experiences
Improve Learning
There were plenty of opportunities for all learners
to increase their knowledge, build on their skills and
challenge themselves to reach their potential on the
Curriculum Enrichment Day held this term. Older
students were engaged in Welsh Baccalaureate sessions,
including a French and Welsh Language Day for Year
12 and completion of WBQ Candidate Diaries for Year
13. We would like to offer our congratulations to Shelley
(Year 13) and Annalyse (Year 12) who both won ipod
shuffles for effort and achievement in their Welsh
Baccalaureate studies.
English and Maths activities were on offer to Key Stage
4 students and pictured are ‘Pitch of the Day’ winners
who were presented with Google Cardboard VR Viewers
by members of the Student Voice Leadership Group.
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM)
activities were the order of the day for Year 8 students
while Year 7 students spent the day investigating
Education for Sustainable Development and Global
Citizenship (ESDGC) which seeks to give learners an
understanding of the impact of their choices on other
people, the economy and the environment.
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Choosing the Right Path

During the first three years at Newport High School, all students follow a Key Stage 3 curriculum and one
examined subject in Year 9. As students move into Key Stage 4 they receive a wider choice of learning
pathways and learning experiences. Towards the end of Key Stage 4, they have further important choices to
make about study at sixth form level as a preparation for higher education or the world of work.
Our recent Pathways evenings were well attended by students at these various points in their studies.
Parents and carers also attended and made the most of the opportunity to talk with staff about the content
of courses and the range of qualifications on offer. The advice provided was invaluable in helping students
make the right choices to ensure that they achieve to the best of their ability and progress seamlessly into
further study, training or their chosen career after leaving school.

Amazing Art
Here are a few of the final pieces submitted by
GCSE Art students. What a brilliant effort!

Hooks, Lines and
Thinkers!
Positively Mad, one of the leading providers of
learning and personal development workshops and
seminars, led some great sessions with our Year 10
and 11 students this term.
‘Hooks, Lines and Thinkers’ is specifically designed
to improve attainment in English and Maths and
consists of two-hour workshops which aim to
increase self-confidence and raise aspirations. The
workshops were a fantastic learning experience
- full of humour, interaction and multi-sensory
learning opportunities that showed students how
to make learning rewarding and fun.

Say ‘No’ to Smoking Dwedwch ‘NA’ i Ysmygu
Congratulations to Rebecca
Edwards for winning the Year
8 anti-smoking competition
with this brilliant poster.
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Mastering Mandarin
Year 7 students have been challenging themselves
to learn a new language this term and are seen
here receiving certificates awarded for their hard
work in learning Mandarin. They have been having
fortnightly lessons in school with a visiting teacher
whose first language is Mandarin and are making
excellent progress. The certificates were handed
out during assembly at Millbrook Primary School,
whose students have also been learning the
language.
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Performing Arts News
– Newyddion Adran Y
Celfyddydau Perfformio
		
‘Only Men Aloud’ really
		
inspired our Year 9,
		
10 and 11 boys when
		
they visited school
		
to lead a singing
		
workshop. It was great
		
to see our students
enjoying meeting the singers and experiencing the
pleasure making music can bring.

So Proud
Well done Kaicie Vodden for passing
your Grade 3 Clarinet examination –
another great result for one of our
star musicians!

Knit n’ Natter
February saw a new
after-school activity start
at Newport High when a
group of staff and sixth
form students decided to
get together to have a
relaxing hour knitting
and chatting!
The group has been meeting every Wednesday
in the school Learning Resource Centre and
are presently knitting squares to make into a
blanket for charity. A number of the students
who attended the first session had never knitted
before, but they are now knitting away happily and
learning new stitches.

Our congratulations also go to Lauren
Barton for passing her Grade 7 Violin
examination - a fantastic achievement
for a Year 8 pupil. Lauren is currently
studying for her Grade 8 Violin and her
Grade 5 Viola exams and represented the school
in the National Music Festival for Youth in March.
This regional festival is one of 50 nationwide
events involving over 40,000 musicians and was
organised and hosted by Gwent Music on behalf of
Music for Youth.
Finally, we would like to wish Rhys Williams,
Ethan James and Elliot Gregory good luck in their
forthcoming Drum examinations.
There has been 100% attendance to instrumental
lessons over the past term and our talented
musicians are showing how real effort leads to
fantastic results.

Making Plans
We were pleased to welcome Dr. Debra Croft from the University of Aberystwyth in February
who spoke to Year 12 students about the wonderful opportunities provided by the
Aberystwyth Summer School. Students whose applications are successful spend the
summer at the university experiencing university life and exploring new areas of study.
Six of our students completed the scheme last summer and, based on their excellent
performance, received offers to study full time at the university, starting this autumn.
Further opportunities to plan for the future were provided at our annual Careers Conference, held in school
as we went to press. A number of external speakers delivered sessions on career areas including Psychology,
Engineering, Retail, Sport, Health Care and Teaching. Look out for a report about this event in our next
newsletter along with details of other events taking place during the summer term to support students in
planning for their futures.

Keep in Touch
Year 12 and 13 students and their parents/carers can stay up-to-date with sixth form news, events and useful
information by checking the sixth form blog which can be accessed from the Home page of the school
website (www.newporthigh.co.uk). We also have a twitter account - @NHSSixthForm. Please check the blog
regularly and follow us on Twitter too to make sure you are in the know!
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Dragons Academy News – Newyddion Academi’r Dreigiau
We have just completed the second round of the Wales College League, having played Pembroke, Llandrillo,
Gower and Neath Port Talbot colleges. Initial defeats to Pembroke and Llandrillo were costly to our chances of
winning the group, but after a hard few weeks of training, it was pleasing to see us win against Gower College
in the live televised S4C game.
Gower were the deserving winners of the League this year, but our win against them and the influence of so
many Year 12 players in our team has shown there is huge potential for us moving forward. Our points in the
league have ensured a good seeding which dictates who our opposition will be for the qualifying games next
year.

Selected This Season
This season, we have seen 12 of our squad recognised for their talents and selected for the Dragons regional
U18 team.

Barney
Nightingale

Ben
Pesci

Bryce
Morgan

Connor
Edwards

James
Scarfi

Jared
Rosser

Josh
Malson

Leon
Brown

Max
Williams

Nathan
Hudd

Rhys
Hancock

Wade
Langley

Four of our Academy players were also selected for the Wales U18’s squad - Max Williams, Bryce Morgan,
Nathan Hudd and Connor Edwards. Barnaby Nightingale and Leon Brown were selected for the Wales U20
squad.
All the students and teachers would like to congratulate these boys on their achievements and hard work
this year, both on and off the pitch. It is credit to them that they manage to balance both their academic
studies and their rugby commitments and I am sure that such a task would be deemed impossible if not for
the support of all the staff at Newport High School.
We would like to thank our sponsors for
their continued support of the programme.
We hope you have enjoyed the season so far and would also like to thank Newport Friends of Rugby, for
their support with both the use of Rodney Parade and the facilitation of Rhys Jenkins who is an attached
coach to the programme.
Robert Sidoli					
Head Coach, Junior Academy		
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James Leadbeater
Assistant Coach, Junior Academy
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Out To Lunch Allan i Ginio
Mrs Woodley accompanied
Year 13 students Poppy,
Arianna and Sophie to a
Rotary Club lunch earlier
this term where the students
talked about their rewarding
experiences on the Rotary
Young Leaders course. This award is designed to enable
young people to demonstrate their potential to be
future leaders in our society.
The students told club members how they had looked
forward to the course with a considerable amount of
anxiety which was exacerbated when they found they
had each been placed in a different group! However,
they quickly made new friends and enjoyed learning
new skills, facing challenges, meeting deadlines,
working with and leading others and adapting to
communal living. They were sure that the experience
has enhanced their ability to carry out their leadership
roles in school and said they were looking forward to
enjoying some of the outdoor pursuits they had been
introduced to once they had time after their A-levels.
The students thanked the club for giving them the
opportunity to take advantage of this life-changing
experience and assured them that they would
encourage other sixth formers to do the same.
We would like to thank the Rotary Club for the ongoing
support they provide for our learners.

Hoping For Snow Gobeithio am Eira
As we go to press, Miss Parkhouse, Mrs Watkins, Mr
Lawlor and Mr Staniforth are preparing to take 37
students on a school ski trip to Serre Chevalier, a major
ski resort in south eastern France. Follow us on Twitter
@nhs_skitrip for an update on how they are getting on.
We hope you all have a great time and we look
forward to hearing all about it when you return!
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Another Busy Term For
RS Students
As a reward for their hard work and
dedication learners were treated to an
Indian Immersion day! They were given the
opportunity to sample a variety of Indian
food and drink and watch a DVD related to
the religion of Hinduism.
We were also very fortunate to be invited
to St Woolos Cathedral by Canon Jennifer
Mole where we were given a tour of the
cathedral and took part in discussions
about contemporary issues and the
Christian faith - an experience I am sure
will benefit the learners in their GCSEs.
As I am now on maternity leave I would
just like to remind learners sitting the
RS short course exam this summer that
revision sessions are running and to
continue to use the revision booklets that
were posted out at the beginning of the
term.
Wishing you all the best for your exams remember that revision and preparation
are key!
Mrs Griffiths

08 School Council Representatives
Investors in Families Buddsoddwyr mewn
Teuluoedd

Following the successful achievement of the
Investors in Families Award in the summer term,
the school recently hosted a ceremony to present
schools in the area with their awarding certificates
and to re-launch the Investors in Families
programme across Wales. A number of schools
attended the ceremony including some of our local
primary schools who also received their certificate,
making us the first cluster of schools in Wales
where every school is recognised as an investor in
families. This is testament to the way all schools
view the importance of working with families and
will be significant in the future success of the wider
community.

Apple Suite Unveiled
Key Stage 5 Photography students
have been delighted by the recent
installation of a new Apple Mac suite.
The students, who regularly use the
digital manipulation programme
‘Photoshop’ to enhance and refine
the photographs they have created
for their portfolios, really appreciate the large
screens, outstanding display quality and superb
resolution, along with the ease of use. The computers
have enhanced learners’ working practice and have
certainly improved the quality of the outcomes they
are able to achieve.
AS-level student Will Hughes said:
‘I really enjoy using the new Apple-IMac computers.
They make it much easier to do my photography
coursework as they are faster and have better
processors. They make the overall experience of
using the computer more enjoyable.’

‘I would like to thank Newport High School for
providing us with such an amazing new technology’
added Metin Dogru.
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Core Subject Newsletters
This year the core subjects have worked hard to
ensure parents and carers are kept up-to-date with
developments in English, Maths and Science at Key
Stage 4. Every half term we have prepared a core
subject newsletter for learners in years 9, 10 and
11 including details of the topics being covered in
class, homework to be completed and important
assessment and examination dates. We have also
held parents’ information evenings to provide
individual feedback on learners’ progress in these
core areas. All of this is designed to ensure parents
are well-informed in order that they can effectively
support their children at home - ensuring learners
are working hard as the end of year examinations
approach.

Year 7 – Au Café!

All Year 7 learners have taken part in an ‘Au café’ role
play this term. Learners worked in groups to plan and
prepare their conversation using the language learnt
in their French lessons. All groups performed their
role plays for a speaking and listening assessment.
This was a fun and enjoyable activity for both learners
and teachers. It was overwhelming to see how
confident and fluent learners have become in such a
short period of time. Their French lessons in primary
school with Madame Teixeira have had a positive
impact on teaching and learning in Year 7.
Mademoiselle Allman
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Qualified for Life Cymwys Am Oes

The Welsh government has recently published
guidance on the introduction of a new curriculum
for Key Stage 4 where all students will complete
2 Maths GCSEs and a new and improved Welsh
Baccalaureate qualification. This is an exciting
time for Welsh education and for the school. If you
would like further information there are 3 videos
available on YouTube that explain more about the
changes:
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Governing Body Success
Governors are delighted to have been
awarded the Quality Mark Bronze Award
in recognition of their effective practice.
The Quality Mark can only be gained
when Governors review and audit their
policy and practice and build a portfolio
of this evidence. Assessors then check this
portfolio against a checklist to confirm
that the quality of work is good enough
to achieve an award. Our Governors work
tirelessly to support the school so we send
them congratulations on achieving the
Quality Mark Bronze Award in recognition
of the work they do.

Welsh Baccalaureate
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfCvGYSNYdg
GCSE Qualifications
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXB7gMHwlTI
A Level Qualifications
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJXHwJWjEaw

Taster Day at USW
Active Kids

Our Psychology students had a taste of
university life at the University of South Wales
this term. They really enjoyed experiencing
what studying Psychology at higher education
level would be like and were impressed by
the number of areas of study available in the
Psychology department. The visit gave them
plenty to think about as they start the process
of course selection next term, ready for
completing their university applications early
in Year 13.

We are currently collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids
vouchers which we will be able to exchange for an
exciting range of sports and cooking equipment.
Please send in any vouchers you have - the collecting
box is located on the counter of school Reception.

Newport High School
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This year’s Student Council members have been very busy to date, coming up with plentiful ideas and
suggestions to improve the school experiences of their fellow learners. So far, the group has met three times
with Mrs Keane and discussed a number of issues as possible areas of development. They recently discussed
pupil rewards and are looking to open a Merit Shop where learners are able to exchange the merits they have
earned for prizes such as iPods, stationary, sporting gifts and even an iPad!
The Student Voice Leadership Group has also been very active both within school and in the local community.
They have presented assemblies on Leadership and the Power of Teamwork as well as keeping students up to
date with what has been discussed in the council meetings. Keep up the good work!
Mr Staniforth

A Very Good Cause

A Welcome Break

The SVLG made collections at
both the Cluster Carol Concert
and the Bring Yule to School
day last term and all money
raised has now been donated
to St David’s Hospice, the
school’s chosen charity. Further fundraising events
are being organised to support the wonderful
work that St David’s do in our community.

A group of learners
volunteered to help out
at this year’s Newport
Half Marathon, working
on the water stations
and encouraging runners
as they completed the
course. Despite the cold and windy conditions the
group showed great enthusiasm and their help
was very much appreciated by the organisers.

Next Meeting at Senedd!

New Logo

The Senedd is the main
public building of the
National Assembly, the
centre for democracy
and devolution in Wales.
We are delighted to be
holding our April School
Council meeting in the
assembly chambers of the Senedd and are very
much looking forward to taking a tour of the
building as well.

Following Student Council input into the design
of our new school uniform, it was decided that a
new Student Voice logo should also be created.
With this in mind, a competition was opened
to members of Year 8 to come up with an eyecatching design that incorporated the new
uniform. The pupils produced some fantastic
logos under the tutorage of Mr Hicks and it was
Ben Gaylard’s design that really caught the eye of
the SVLG and Mrs Keane. Ben’s design has now
been digitised by Mr Hicks and can be seen below.

Year 11 Prom
The Year 11 Prom committee has been meeting
with Mrs Bwye to start planning this year’s event.
The Prom will take place at Greenmeadow Golf
Club on Friday 26 June 2015 and committee
members Katy Virgo, Casey Dudley, Melissa Stone,
Kyra Quarterly, Grace Raines and George Douglas
are already hard at work!

Learning | Believing | Achieving
Dysgu | Credu | Cyflawni

RESILIENCE

LE
RA

PRYDERI

Taliesin

NWEN

TO

Student Voice - Llais Disgyblion

A
BR

COURAGE

10

Spring Newsletter 2015
Cylchlythyr y Gwanwyn 2015

11

MedWales 2015

A Dark Chapter in History

Two of our Year 12 students attended Cardiff
University on February 21 to take part in the MedWales Conference. This event provided a valuable
insight into the world of health care for students
thinking of applying to study medicine at Cardiff
University after they finish their sixth form studies.
Our students really enjoyed the day and now have
plenty to think about in terms of their career plans:

Lessons From Auschwitz

‘The MedWales event was really informative and
fun. We took part in a variety of different activities
and were able to hear from 3 current students about
their experiences on the course’.
Rebecca-Jane Parkinson
‘MedWales was informative, interesting and aided
me in the process of choosing my future career. It
was a fun and helpful experience.’
Annalyse Moss

Over 150 students from across
Wales travelled to Poland to
visit Auschwitz-Birkenau in
February. Amongst them
were AS-level History students
Kitty Flannelly and James
Elder. This visit is part of the Holocaust Educational
Trust’s ‘Lessons From Auschwitz’ project where
sixth form students take part in a one-day visit
to the former Nazi extermination
camp of Auschwitz-Birkenau to
deepen their understanding of
events and then pass on what they
have learned to their schools and
communities on their return.
Here is Kitty’s reflection on the visit:

Both James and I feel extremely lucky to have
had the opportunity to visit Auschwitz. We visited
the extermination camp and saw firsthand what
life was like being imprisoned by the Nazis. We
learned about how the Nazis dehumanised their
prisoners and even had the chance to meet a
holocaust survivor - Eva Clarke. Since returning
from our visit we feel incredibly moved. Our
experience was surreal and truly unforgettable.
“Hearing is not like seeing”.
Keep the Memory Alive

Extra-Curricular Clubs
Attendance at extracurricular clubs this year
continues to be excellent.
We have introduced a
number of new activities
including the cartoon
character drawing club, knit
n’ natter and a bag making club, all proving to be
really popular with learners.
We are also hoping to set up a Dragons Den project
in conjunction with Communities First, which will
alternate between Newport High and Millbrook
Primary School. If you are interested in working with
your child on this activity please contact Mr Hoskins
at school or email nh@newporthigh.co.uk.
In addition, many subject areas are running revision
and catch up clubs which will continue until the
summer examinations. Full details of the programme
of events on offer can be found on the school
website: www.newporthigh.co.uk

Representatives of the School Council joined Mrs
Keane and Mr Hoskins at the annual Holocaust
Memorial Day Service held at Newport Cathedral.
Students and community leaders gave readings
and took part in musical performances, making
the service a fitting tribute to the millions who
lost their lives. We learned that one way to honour
the victims and survivors of the Holocaust was to
keep their memory alive – the theme for this year’s
event. This theme inspired our assemblies for the
week following Holocaust Memorial Day where we
asked students and staff to use the lessons of this
experience to help create a safer, better future for
us all.
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Game On!

Miss Parkhouse, Mrs Scott and Mr Clayton
accompanied Year 12 students on a very
enjoyable team building trip to Hollywood
Bowl in February. Students demonstrated
some impressive bowling skills and there
was lots of good-natured competition
between teams. Thanks to everyone for
making this such a fun day out.

Peer Mentoring
20 year 11 and year 12
students have received
Peer2Peer training from
Bullies Out! to mentor
younger students in their
studies. They are working
individually with learners
to guide them through
examinations, support them with study skills and
offer advice about difficulties they may face in
school. As well as developing valuable coaching
skills these students are working towards a
qualification in mentoring. They listen without
judgement and help break down barriers to
learning across the curriculum. This will help
develop their confidence and provide valuable
experience for applications to university and
the world of work. Well done everyone, I am
proud of the difference you are making to fellow
learners in school!
Mrs N Davies
If you would like to access a peer mentor email
needtotalk@newporthigh.co.uk
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ParentPay
We are asking parents to
only use our e-payment
method to pay for trips in an attempt to
remove all cash and cheques from school.
Payment can be made online using a
secure website called ParentPay or in cash
at local stores where you see the PayPoint
logo. ParentPay holds an electronic record
of your payments to view at a later date.
Once you have activated your account you
can make online payments straight away.
Details can be found at:
www.parentpay.com/Parents/Login/

Cutting Edge
Teaching
and Learning
Using IRIS
Connect
This year we have
developed our reflective
teaching practice by
making use of IRIS
Connect - an innovative
mobile camera system that
allows teachers to video a
lesson and watch it back
on an online platform to
reflect on how the teaching
maximised learning
during the lesson. The
devices include iPad minis and a teacher
microphone that acts as a tracker for the
teacher throughout the lesson.
Some teachers have trialled IRIS Connect
this term and spent time reflecting on
their practice to improve lesson planning.
We are looking forward to making further
improvements in our teaching using this
excellent technology.
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Ready For Reading Barod am Ddarllen
Pictured are sixth form students
receiving training on how to help younger students
improve their reading. The Buddy Reading Programme,
which links struggling readers with older students
so that they are practising their reading on a regular
basis, has now been running successfully in school for a number of years. Year 12 students
take part in this enrichment activity in addition to their studies and their commitment to
the programme makes a huge difference to the reading ability of the learners they are
paired with.

Wonders of Wales
At the start of this half term,
all Year 7 learners were set a
challenge! They were asked to
complete a piece of extended
project homework. The ‘success
criteria’ was to produce a piece
of extensive work based on the
theme of ‘WALES’, taking particular
care with spelling, punctuation
and grammar. The project was to
be completed over a period of 6
weeks and was to include evidence
of independent research and a
summary of information found.
Monday 15th December was an overwhelming day for
teachers in Year 7. Watching the large number of learners
arrive to school with their projects was very impressive and
the range and quality of work made us extremely proud. The
top three projects were showcased in the main hall to Mrs
Keane and a selection of Year 11 learners. Everyone has been
‘blown away’ by the efforts and standard of this work.
Year 7 learners should be very proud of themselves. Thank
you at home for your support with this homework and with
our current project on Exploration.
Miss J.Allman – HOY 7

14
Great Reads – voted for
by us!
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Shine A Light

Staff and students celebrated World Book Day by
nominating a favourite book, leading to the creation
of Newport High School’s own top ten reading
lists. Lists were posted on the school website and
around the school building and revealed a mix of old
favourites and new titles.
Year 8 learners marked the day by holding
a Readathon in the school LRC,
competing in their Houses to read the
most ‘quick reads’ and entered a design
a book token competition. Year 7 also
celebrated the day by taking part in a
competition to collect book titles from
badges of book covers worn by staff.
Students rounded off the day by receiving their World Book Day tokens
which can be exchanged for a selection of World Book Day titles on sale
in high street stores until 29 March 2015.

A Welsh Weekend - Penwythnos
Cymreig
On Friday 6 February, 64 Year 7 students accompanied by 2 sixth form
prefects and 5 members of staff left Newport High School for a weekend
at Gwersyll Yr Urdd Llangrannog. It was a fantastic experience; pupils had
the opportunity to try various outdoor activities including skiing and quad
biking plus practise their Welsh language skills. All students and staff
who attended had an outstanding weekend and Mrs Edwards is looking
forward to organising a similar trip next year! Diolch yn fawr i bawb sy
wedi mynychu!
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Our Year 8 pupils had
great fun creating
components for a giant,
illuminated sphere that
formed part of the Bettws
Lantern Festival. Artists
from Malarky Arts assisted
our pupils with their
designs, sponsored by
Communities First.

Spotlight On
Psychology
We were delighted
to welcome Cara
Flanagan to school in
the Spring term to lead a
Continuing Professional
Development
Conference for teachers
of Psychology in the
South Wales area. Cara
is author of a number
of A-level Psychology
textbooks and a speaker
at student conferences
and CPD events. Miss
Parkhouse would like to
thank Cara for a brilliant
day and thank delegates
for their enthusiasm and
participation.
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Sports News - Newyddion Chwaraeon
Congratulations To Our
Champions

Junior Rugby

Elise Harris (Year 8) and Anna Meese
(Year 10) were selected for the Urdd
Swimming Championship finals Anna
came
third
in
the
100
metres
breaststroke.
Well done Jamie Clemett (Year 9) for her
success in the 100m Fly Long course 1:34:73 - at the recent Cardiff meet.
Georgia Southway (Year 12)
continues to excel at Taekwon-Do and won
a gold medal at the Barcelona Challenger
Cup in Sitges, Spain in November.
Harvey Young (Year 8) was
part of a team that represented Wales
in an under 14’s Squash tournament this
term. The team did brilliantly and came
2nd.

Cross Country News
Our first year back on the cross country
circuit saw 3 of our athletes selected to
represent South East Wales in the Welsh
Schools Cross Country Championships
in Brecon. Well done to Tom Shipley Year
7, Charlie Corten Year 7 and Madeline
Baker Year 13 who finished 37th, 43rd
and 21st respectively.
A further mention for Madeline Baker
who won a silver medal at the Gwent
League Cross Country finals!

Sports Hall Athletics
Another first this year was Mrs Morris
and Mr Hodge attending the Sports Hall
Athletics at Pontllanfraith School with
a team of Year 8 and 9 girls and boys.
Fantastic performances saw Sam Dixon
and Tom Shipley going through to the
4 lap final and finishing 3rd and 4th and
Mason Keepin-Davies finishing 4th in the
final of the sprint. Good performances
were also given by Maddy Rawlings and
Rebecca Edwards in the indoor shot
and by Charlotte Hill and Abbie Corten
in the 4 lap race. We are already looking
forward to competing next year!

Our junior rugby teams have shown real
promise this season.
Year 7 achieved notable wins against
Llanwern and Rougemont with Kian Powell
being a stand out performer and showing
a determination to improve and develop by
attending early morning and after school
sessions.
The Year 8 team has lost just one of their
seven matches. The 14-10 victory over
Bassaleg highlighted their strength and
willingness to work for one another when put
under pressure. Marcus Cavanagh and James
Archer have added power and pace to the
already exciting backline and Taylor Pescud
has developed into an excellent back row
player.
Year 9 continue to work hard with a victory
surely coming sooner rather than later. Aidan
Williams works tirelessly in games and the
backline led by Andrew Flannelly is developing
well.
Years 10/11 teams have combined this year
and won 3 of their 5 matches. The stand out
performance came in their narrow 24-17 loss to
Chepstow in the Cup quarter final in which the
team showed brilliant teamwork and intensity.
Carlton Powell has shown huge improvement
and Jordan Simmons and Josh Blanks have
been rewarded for their continued work,
representing Newport Schools.
Mr Staniforth
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Sports News - Newyddion Chwaraeon
Netball News

Football Round Up

It’s been lovely to see so many new
players attending netball club and huge
congratulations to Amelia Llewellyn,
Macie Channing and Ashton Hatherall
for competing in their first netball
matches and helping their team achieve
victories!

Year 7 had a really strong
first season, playing 7 games,
winning 5, narrowly losing 2-1
in the semi final of the Newport
Cup against Monmouth and
losing 2-1 to Caerleon in the
Welsh Cup. All the squad have
performed superbly and we
will no doubt come back stronger next year. Notable
performances have been from Ryan Hillier (Captain)
(Cardiff City Academy), Charlie Corten (Cardiff City)
and Tom Shipley (Newport County).

Best Results
Yr 7 v Llantarnam won 7-0
Yr 8 v Llantarnam Yr 9 drew 3-3
Yr 7 v Llanwern won 6-3
Good luck to the Year 7 and Year 8 netball teams
completing in the county tournaments this month.
Mrs Morris

First Rate Coaching

The Year 8 team have lost only three games in two
years. Their latest defeat came at the hands of Olchfa
School in Swansea in the quarter final of the Welsh Cup.
The game started well with Sam Dixon pouncing on a
lovely through ball and finishing superbly. This set back
motivated the Swansea outfit and they played some
excellent football which they should be commended
for. The boys are also in the second round of the Gwent
Cup and take on St Julian’s before Easter. They deserve
some silverware but they have to stick together as, with
anything in sport and life, it has to be earned.
The Year 9s were unlucky to lose on penalties to Duffryn
in the Welsh Cup and were also unlucky to lose to
Bassaleg in the quarter final of the Newport Cup, 2-0. We
recently triumphed against Lliswerry 5-0 and this result
will, hopefully, lead to an increase in confidence for next
season. Notable performances have come from Lewis
Collins, Dan Gibbons, Andrew Flannelly, Jack Martin and
the cat in goal, Alex Ford.

Our 6th form BTEC Sport students have been
leading sports coaching sessions with members
of our Year 7 PE classes this term. As a result of
some detailed preparation, the standard of these
coaching sessions has been very high and I would
like to congratulate Matthew Bancroft, Harry Ashby
(pictured) and Sam Watkins for delivering three
of the best sessions I have had the pleasure of
assessing.
Mr Devney

The Year 10 boys narrowly lost to St Julian’s in the
quarter final of the Newport Cup 3-2 and to Chepstow
in the Welsh Cup. They have really improved this year
though and notable performances have come from
Jordan Bale, Vaughan Evans, Corey Woodward and
Jamie Leigh Jones.
The Year 11 team has really come together this year and
made a good go of the Cup competition. They drew at
home with St Julian’s 4-4 and unfortunately lost out in a
closely fought replay. Recently, they were unlucky to be
pipped by Liswerry at home in a very tough competitive
encounter. Top performances this year have come from
Connor Street, Kane Bradbury, Ryan Ward and Tom
Dixon.
Mr Hodge and Mr Devney
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