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Dragons seen
at Newport
High School

Newport Gwent Dragons have signed an agreement to
move the majority of the region’s training to Newport
High School.
In a move that addresses many of the region’s concerns regarding
training facilities, the Dragons will also be able to develop greater links
with the local community. It is hoped that the deal will help raise the
profile of rugby at the school and in the local area, as well as giving
local students the opportunity to rub shoulders with professional
sportsmen as role models.
“This is a very important step forward for the Dragons,” said Rugby
Manager Robert Beale. “We have lived a very nomadic existence up until
now and to have resolved our training facilities issues at the same time
as gaining closer links with the local community is a great position to be
in.”
Newport High School Deputy Headteacher Nathan Jenkins said, “The
opportunity for students to mix with professional athletes is
incredible. Simply seeing the players around their school has already
given the students a massive burst of pride. We are privileged to have
such a vast array of high quality facilities at the school and are
extremely pleased that this partnership with the Dragons has been
developed. It is not only a massive boost for the students and staff of
Newport High School but also for the whole community.”
Dragons Chief Executive Gethin Jenkins is also delighted at the move.
“This deal enables us to address our training facility issues within the
region as well as ensuring that the squad are accommodated during the
regeneration works. It is a great opportunity for all parties to work
closely together for the promotion of rugby and sport in the local area.”

Learning • Believing • Achieving

A Fond Farewell and a Warm Welcome
It has been a real privilege to be Head of Newport High School (and Bettws High School) for the last 3 years.
I have been fortunate to have worked at the school during a period of positive change, not least of which has been a new
school building. During that time we have improved the percentage of 5 A* - C GCSE from 22% to around 75% this summer,
seen Year 7 numbers increase by 50% and exclusions reduce by 80%.
These improvements have been brought about by support from parents and Governors, the engagement of our learners and
the hard work of the team of school staff. There is now an absolute belief that our learners will achieve success.
I am delighted that Mrs Karyn Keane has been appointed as Headteacher from September. Mrs Keane is currently Deputy
Headteacher and has been behind all of the changes that have brought about our improvements. She has a clear vision for
the future development of the school and will, I’m sure, support learners to even greater achievements.
Thank you to all those who have supported me in my time at the school. I wish you well for the future.

Gary Schlick

Chair of
Governors
is New Mayor
of Newport

Dates For Your Diary
End of Summer Term .....16/07/10
Key Stage 5 Results .......19/08/10

Councillor Bill Langsford
recently became Newport’s
378th recorded Mayor.
Councillor Langsford has lived
in Newport since 1966 and
was first elected to the council in 1995. He has represented
Malpas since 1999 and has held a number of positions on the
authority for many years, including that of Chairperson of
Governors of firstly Bettws High and now Newport High School.
His charity for the year is Tenovus, which raises funds to help
prevent, treat and find a cure for cancer while supporting
patients.
He is pictured here with his wife, Sue, his Mayoress.
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Key Stage 4 Results .......24/08/10
Start of Autumn Term ....02/09/10
Start of Half Term .........25/10/10
End of Half Term ..........29/10/10
End of Autumn Term......17/12/10
Training Day dates will be
posted on the school website
www.newporthigh.co.uk

In the Spotlight!
As Mr Schlick prepares to leave Newport High, our Head Boy and Head Girl
decided to ask him a few questions…
Where will your next placement be and why have you
decided to leave Newport High?
I’m going to be Head of a school in Bristol called Bedminster
Down. The reason I’m going is that I’ve lived in Bristol for the
last five years and the travel takes a while every day. The time
is right for me to be working closer to my family.
How would you describe your experience of being Head
teacher in the transition from Bettws to Newport High
School?
Obviously, the new build is fantastic, but I’d like to look at the
whole change over the last three years. When I was appointed I
talked about my vision of being a ‘new school for a new
school’. Whilst the new building is important, what is just as
important is what is going on inside it. So, we worked to
change things in the old school so that by the time we were ready to move in here, we were already on our way to making
the improvements needed. I think if you have a school which is in need of improvement and you move it to a new building,
you still have a school that’s in need of significant improvement, just in better surroundings. My experience of the move has
been a fantastic one. I’ve been lucky to work with a team of staff who are ready to take on the challenges we have and work
together to improve. To work with young people who have bought into the changes we’ve made and are proud of the school
they go to has been an amazing experience.
As a Headteacher, what, in your opinion, are the positive and negative aspects of the job?
Well, there are a number of positives and negatives on a daily basis. There’s no doubt that when things don’t go well on a
difficult day, that drive home can be a pretty sorry one. However, positives always outweigh negatives. One positive aspect
has been the recent increase in the success of the students in this school. Exam results are only one part of the school.
3 years ago we had 22% of students leaving with 5 A* to C grades at GCSE, but now were looking at about 75% of our students
achieving this standard. What we’re about here, and what all schools should be about, is doing whatever you can to help your
students to achieve. I don’t think we were doing all we could for those students when I started as Headteacher. We still need
to keep improving, but the positives in terms of improving attendance, the increase in student engagement in lessons, the
positive feedback from learners and their parents and more students returning for Year 12, really hearten me.
As Head there is a high level of accountability. When people are critical of the school I do take it quite personally. Of course,
there are many occasions when I’m personally congratulated and thanked for the work of all staff in the school and that is a
really positive aspect of the job.
Out of the many you have, what would you say are your fondest memories that you will be taking away with you?
Moving into the new school was a fantastic day and the whole buzz of the school when we were stood in the entrance on that
first day is something I won’t forget. Exam result days are always emotional; particularly when you see learners do well,
having worked really hard.
You visited King’s Primary School in Uganda earlier this year. Was this a memorable experience?
That was an incredible experience. It was hard to see the complete poverty that is part of everyday life for the students and
their families. What amazed me was how happy the children were - they didn’t have anything, but were still constantly
smiling and spontaneously singing songs. It is the only free primary school in the country but there was no free secondary
school for them to progress to, so their education pretty much stopped there. I found that hard to comprehend. It is so
completely different to life here where we take so much for granted.
What would you regard as being your biggest achievement during your time here?
It’s hard to say “my” biggest achievement because I think it’s “our” biggest achievement. There is now an absolute belief
that every student has the ability to reach their potential. I was really keen on ‘believing’ being one of the words in the
school motto, because without belief in each other we have no chance of success.
What have you learnt from being our Headteacher?
I learn new things everyday: different approaches and strategies, how to deal with lots of different people and so on. I’ve
also learnt that the most important thing is to be clear about what is important to you and the school and ensure that all you
do is towards this end.
What advice, if any, would you give to the next Headteacher?
I think the school is really lucky to have Mrs Keane as the next Headteacher. She has been an absolutely fantastic Deputy, and
will make an even better Head. To be honest, I’m more worried about not having her around than she will be about not
having me around!
Would you be able to say what you will miss most when you leave?
I think what you miss most of all is the relationships you’ve built up. I’ve been here 5 years and I shall miss lots of people.
We would like to thank Mr Schlick for his time and wish him good luck for the future.

Zenab Farzal & Joe Melia
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Science and Engineering Day
On Friday 11th June, the whole of Year 8 took part in an ‘engineering’ themed day. Students were in their tutor groups for
the activities, competing in smaller groups against their peers in a variety of challenges. Six engineers from Cardiff University
helped to support the activities, offering tips and suggestions to the
groups.
Throughout the morning session, groups had the opportunity to
complete a general knowledge quiz, with fantastic attempts from
Bethan Burrows and Alana Dalton-Francis’s teams from 8SP.
Some of the challenges included making the tallest tower out of paper
straws, building a chute to drop a marble down, and making a self
supporting bridge out of newspaper and straws. The most impressive
design was created by Adam Spellman’s group in 8GN who managed to
construct a bridge which held an impressive 2.8kg and still didn’t break!
During the afternoon, students were involved in active problem solving
tasks, including a team memory game and a ‘bridge’ crossing challenge
in which each group had to reach the other side of the classroom
without touching the floor, using only two sheets of newspaper. Students
in all classes worked extremely well on these tasks, showing brilliant creative thinking and problem solving skills.
Overall, it was a fantastic day and Year 8 demonstrated great team work and communication skills. Thank you to all staff who
supported their classes during the day, and for Miss Pinder and Mrs Sadler for all their help with the preparation of resources
for the event.

Miss Camfield

An Introduction to the
School Effectiveness Group
At the moment we are called the School Effectiveness Group. Any ideas
for a cooler name would be greatly appreciated!
The group is made up of a selection of learners in Key Stage 3. This is in
response to the Welsh Assembly Government being keen for learners to
have a say on education related issues. Therefore, our aim is to
communicate with teachers and management in order to create the
best possible learning experience for Newport High School learners.
During the summer term, we have been reviewing our school’s current
range of learning styles, subjects, our Key Stage 3 learning environment
and considering how we can be more involved in the way we work!
We are now in the process of looking at how we can connect to teachers and tell them how we feel about their classrooms
and what goes on in lessons. The main aims of the group are to encourage people to work with others, work with adults to
deal with student issues and solve problems in lessons.

The School Effectiveness Group

Eco News
Community litter pick

On Friday 28th May, a group of students from the ecocommittee, school council and Year 7 took part in a
community litter pick with Communities First and Keep Wales
Tidy. The students, armed with litter pickers and rubbish
bags, walked the streets of Bettws picking up litter as they
went. Refreshments were provided by Bettws in Bloom.

Calling all eco-reps!

I would like to thank all students who have participated in
eco-committee activities this year and am pleased to
announce that we have now earned our Silver Award status.
The success of the eco-committee relies on the participation
of students and I am hoping that next year the ecocommittee will continue to grow and that we can achieve our
target of the Green Flag within the first term back.

Eco-cluster meeting

On Wednesday 10th March, eco-coordinators from across
South East Wales attended a cluster meeting at Newport High
School, chaired by Rhys Bebb. All visitors were very
impressed with the eco-aspect and sustainability of the new
building. Many thanks to Mr Waring for his help in the smooth
running of the meeting.

Miss McLauchlin
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Art at the Riverfront

Our A Level, AS Level and GCSE students will have their artwork framed and on show again this year at the Riverfront Centre.
The show will run from Saturday 26 June until Friday 16 July. This year’s show is bigger than ever and will take over the two
main galleries. It will also feature art from our collaboration partner schools of Hartridge, Lliswerry and Duffryn.
Entry to the two galleries is free, so come along and see what you think!

Mr J Hicks

Life after School
My name is Gaynor Nash and I am a careers adviser with Careers Wales Gwent. I visit Newport High
School each week from Monday to Wednesday to work with students from Year 8 through to Year
13. I give information, advice and guidance to young people through individual interviews and group
sessions to help students make informed, realistic choices.
When not at school, I am based at Newport Careers Centre at 46-47 High Street, where you can
telephone me on 01633 844700.
Alternatively you can email me at gaynor.nash@careerswalesgwent.org.uk

Goodbye GCSE & Year 13 Psychology Students
I would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye to the GCSE and Year 13 Psychology students. It’s been an absolute pleasure working with you all this year; it’s been a real adventure! I wish you every success with your future studies and am looking forward to seeing many of our GCSE students return to study AS Psychology next year.

Miss C Parkhouse
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House News
Branwen
First of all a big WELL DONE to you all this year!! You have dealt with the move into
Newport High School extremely well, as is shown in your improved attendance and high
number of merits.
There are a few individuals who deserve a mention for their achievements this year:
Jevade Rule-Wright (BR-SS) for being selected to join part of the Cardiff City Development
Team
Derice Mclean (BR-ME) for joining the Cardiff City Academy
Laura Watkins (BR-ME) for obtaining most merits in the House – 137. Excellent!
I would like to thank all the tutors and co-tutors for their hard work this year and to
welcome a new form tutor, Miss Watkins, who will be taking over Mrs James’ form.
Good Luck to Year 10 /11 on their forthcoming GCSE results…I'm sure you will all do well!
Have a wonderful summer and see you all in September 2010 - stay safe!!

Mrs L Williams

TOP ATTENDERS

Alexander Leighton

Amelia Lee

Catherine Palmer

Darian Clark

Emma Sweeting

Katie Colborne

Taliesin
Taliesin learners have been very successful this academic year, with the majority
of learners achieving a silver merit award.
The House attendance has been fantastic and we are on target for our best year yet.
The learners have dealt with the transition to Newport High with ease and have used the
building to their advantage when accessing the new technology available to them.
I'd like to congratulate two learners, in particular, Ashley Frost who has worked extremely
hard this year as a member of the school council, as well as being a peer mentor to our
Year 7 learners and Megan Grist, who has achieved in ICT with excellent results.
We are currently looking forward to meeting our new Year 8 House members who will have
joined their new tutor groups on the 28th June in preparation for sports day.

Mrs Paginton

TOP ATTENDERS

Alice Pritchard

Jack Johnson

Karl Guerra

Megan Grist
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Sadie Went

Sean Johansen

Pryderi
There have been a number of student successes in Pryderi House this year. Here are some
of our highest achievers:
Congratulations to members of RBW on winning the first of the inter-form quizzes.
Well done to James Nash (DPL) and Emma Barne (MIH) who have achieved 100% attendance
this year.
Congratulations to Elliott Hardee (RBW) on another excellent performance in the Welsh
Schools Athletics Championship.
A big thank you to our House Captains for this year, Isaac Halsall and Helen Wood, for their
excellent work and, particularly, for helping out in House Council meetings.
Well done to all learners in Pryderi who have achieved qualifications over the past year.
Keep up the hard work next year.
Have a wonderful summer break.

Mr Hoskins

TOP MERITS

Emma Poore

Jade Shackleton

Jay Evans

Joanne Morgan

Marc Harris

Zeeshan Zia

Olwen
Firstly, I would like to thank House Captains Gavin Evans and Stacey Williams for their
excellent work this year, especially in making Olwen’s own newsletter, the “Blues News” a
reality.
Olwen attendance as a whole has been at its best during the last term and behaviour has
been consistently good.
During the exam period, Olwen learners have been resolute and determined to succeed,
and I am extremely proud of those who have already achieved examination success and
will be achieving further qualifications in the summer.
Learners and staff alike are looking forward to Year 8 being introduced to the House and I
am sure they will keep up the good work and ensure Olwen remains the premier House in
Newport High School!
Well done for all your hard work and I hope you have as relaxing a summer as I intend to
have!

Mr Boschen

TOP MERITS

Chantelle Vickery

Declan Grant

Emilee Gibbons

Hollie Kempson
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Jordan Kinsella

Rikki-Leigh Blackbird

School Council News
from Mrs James
A Taste of Italy
On Tuesday 25th May, SNAG (School Nutrition Action Group) brought a Taste of Italy to the school Food Court. There was a
lovely menu of Italian food including many varieties of pizza and pasta. We also had a taste of Pavarotti’s singing in the
background and the room was decorated with Italian flags, phrases, sport stars and chefs. The day was a huge success and
there was a really exciting atmosphere. Watch out for future themed days including China, America, and France… Bon
Appetit!

Sport Relief
The 6th form charity committee organised an event to
raise money for Sport Relief earlier this term. The
challenge was for a group of 26 students to collectively
run 1 mile each to total a marathon distance of 26 miles.
The aim was to beat the following scores:
World Record: 2hrs 18mins
Gordon Ramsay: 3hrs 40mins
Katie Price: 5hrs 19mins
Maybe the world record was a little ambitious, but we
did, however, beat Katie Price and were extremely close
to Gordon Ramsay’s record. There was so much
enthusiasm for this event that staff also became involved
and we actually had 2 full teams totalling 52 people
taking part throughout the course of the day. Money was
raised through sponsorship and the grand total was
£615.94
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Summer Fun Programme
Newport Council approached me to organise a group of
students for some team building activities to construct a
‘Summer Fun’ programme for teenagers in Newport. The
day was organised by outside providers and some of the
team building exercises included throwing me up in the
air and 20 students catching me using a parachute! The
reward of the day was an absolutely delicious buffet
which also fed half of the staffroom as well!! Well done
everybody.

Cluster School Council Meeting
On June 22nd, 2 representatives from each of our primary schools attended a meeting with some of our Year 7 and 8 school
council students. There were very interesting items on the agenda and our students were brilliant at answering any questions
that the visiting students had. We look forward to welcoming everybody in September.

21st Century Schools Conference
Here are some of our students who took part in the 21st Century
Schools Conference. The conference was held at the Swalec
Cricket Stadium in Cardiff. The students were invited to give
their views on the advantages to their education of having a 21st
Century built school. One of the highlights of the day was an
opportunity to meet some of the Glamorgan Cricket Team who
were actually training at the stadium at the time.

Student Link-Up
Here are some of our students with Ebbw Vale High School
Council on a recent link-up day. Ebbw Vale High are currently
starting the process of building a new school within the next
3 years, so came to have a tour of our exciting new
facilities. They were extremely impressed with what they
saw and are now returning with a wish list for their new
build. Thanks to the Newport High students who came in to
school as they actually gave up their INSET day for this
meeting - I think the free bacon rolls on offer had something
to do with that!

Head Boy and Girl
I would personally like to thank Zenab Farzal, Lucy Ryan and Joseph Melia for all their hard work and dedication to the school
council this academic year. Also, thanks go out to all the captains and vice captains of each year group and House and all of
the school council members that have been so actively involved.

STOP PRESS! What’s Occurrin’?
Congratulations to our very own Gavin and Stacey, Gavin Evans and Stacey
Williams on their appointment as Head Boy and Head Girl for the coming academic
year.
Congratulations also to Daniel Newberry (Deputy Head Boy), Naomi Richards,
(Deputy Head Girl) and Isaac Halsall, (Senior Captain).
Gavin Evans
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Stacey Williams

Transition Day
Year 5 and 6 students from our feeder primary schools joined us for a very
successful Transition Day in June.

Transition Coordinator, Mr Waring said:
‘Over 185 Year 6 and 215 Year 5
students attended on a day that was
bathed in sunshine. This has been our
most enjoyable Transition Day to date.
The students from our primary schools
have had a fantastic time exploring
their new learning environment and
experiencing at first hand all that
Newport High School has to offer. Their
enthusiasm and behaviour was
impeccable and all the staff and the
outside agencies involved enjoyed
meeting and working alongside them.’
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Paris in the Spring
It is with great pleasure that I report the school’s trip to Paris was a
huge success in all aspects. I can honestly say that from the moment
we left Newport High until the moment we returned, we did not
encounter any problems.
I would like to praise our students for their wonderful behaviour
whilst travelling and in France. Newport High School was praised by
hotel staff, who said that they were one of the best groups that they
had come across.
Also, I would like to thank my colleagues for their support and help
throughout the trip. Miss L. Davies and Miss J Allman were fantastic
from the first to the last minute. I would especially like to thank Mrs
M. Edwards, as she was indispensable whilst organising the trip.

Madame Teixeira, Subject Team Leader of French

Place Your Order
On Tuesday 25th May, I took a group of 8 students to ‘The Harvester’ restaurant
to study different levels of customer service as part of their Unit 2 in Retail.
Learners had designed a work sheet in a previous lesson where they had to
look at seating, waitress service, length of waiting for their meal, presentation
of food (to name just a few!) and make comments on each and score them.
Students had to order a meal, dessert and drinks during their visit, which
everyone thoroughly enjoyed. Students who attended were Leah Shackleton,
Nyreen Saddiq, Bethan Gwenlan, William Andrews, Megan Tilley, Rikki-Leigh
Blackbird, Antonia Skillern and Lydia Harvard. Well done everyone – you were a
credit to our school.

Ms Goddard

Religious Studies
Students Shine
A huge well done to 10RE1 who have sat their further short course this year,
meaning that they have gained a full course GCSE in Year 10. This class has
been an absolute delight to teach and have worked really hard. I would like
to make special mention of Emma Barne and Sarah Crowley for their
dedication to their studies this year.
Two classes in Year 9 were also given the opportunity to sit their examination
early and, hopefully, they will go on to study the further short
course next year. I would like to congratulate Gabrielle Essery,
Shannen Hemmings and Connor Mansfield for their efforts
this term. All of the lessons throughout Key stage 4 have
been engaging and thought provoking, leading to some
interesting debates! I hope that all your efforts and hard
work are rewarded, whether it be through examination
or summer assessment results. Have a lovely summer holiday!

Mrs Griffiths

Gabrielle Essery

Sarah Crowley

Emma Barne

Connor Mansfield

Shannen Hemmings

N.H.T.C.
Newport High School Theatre Club has been set up by a group of ten Double Award Performing Arts students. As a group, we
have decided to encourage Year 7 and 8 students to learn about theatrical performance and give them the opportunity to get
on stage themselves.
We plan to involve the students in learning a variety of skills in our workshops:
acting, singing, dancing, stage-fighting, make-up, costume and props, technical support, stage management, administration
and front of house.
We will be holding our sessions on Thursdays after school in Mrs McAinsh’s room. So just come along and sign up and soon you
could be up there on stage performing for your friends and family!

Peta Daly & Amy Davies
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Rotary Youth Leadership
Award

Rock Your Shades
Summer arrived on 14th May when staff and students
were encouraged by sixth form students Lucy Ryan and
Zenab Farzal to wear their sunglasses to school to raise
money for the Teenage Cancer Trust. For a small
donation, sunglasses could be worn in the corridors, the
classrooms, food court and were even spotted in the
staff room! There were some outrageous designs on
show but there were some cool and classy shades too.
Unfortunately, the sun didn’t make much of an
appearance, but £153.65 was raised for this worthy
cause.

Earlier this term, Year 12 students, Isaac Halsall and Gavin
Evans, were accepted onto a Rotary Youth Leadership course
to take place later this year.
This course, held annually in Dolygaer, Brecon, is designed to
help young people improve their leadership and decisionmaking capabilities. During the week, every member of the
group will be given the opportunity to lead certain activities
and make decisions for the wider group. They will also take
part in listening to and following directions from other
leaders.
Both students were put forward for the course by the school,
and were invited for interview. Two members of the Rotary
club interviewed the boys about their leadership qualities
and plans for the future. Both students impressed the
interviewers and the majority vote from the whole of the
Rotary Club was to sponsor both boys! They saw off stiff
competition from sixth formers from across Newport to
secure a scholarship each for the course, covering cost,
travel and equipment. The activities they will take part in
include mountaineering, abseiling, wall climbing, rafting and
at the end of the week, the group prepare and run a
barbecue for all friends and family. On return, the pair must
give a presentation of feedback to the Rotary Club and help
prepare the two lucky sixth formers selected for the course
for the coming year! The boys would like to thank Mr. Roth
and the Rotary club for giving them this excellent
opportunity.

Student Conference
Earlier this term, a group of Year 12 students attended the Oxford and Cambridge Conference at the Millennium Stadium in
Cardiff. Lecturers gave talks about life in Oxford and Cambridge and also provided information about a wide variety of
subjects available to study – I found the talks about History and Modern Languages of particular interest. I feel that we all
gained an insight into the world of higher education and the opportunity provided by gaining a place at a prestigious
university.

Daryl Wilkinson - Year 12

Mayor’s Charity Gala
2010
Once a year, Newport celebrates the performing arts talents
of the young people of the city in a charity Gala show at the
Riverfront. Hosted by the Right Worshipful the Mayor of
Newport, Councillor Bill Langsford, all the schools in Newport
were invited to participate and show off their young
performers. This year, we were very ably represented by two
members of the Performing Arts department, Danielle Bath
and Hollie Kempson (both Olwen House), who performed a
piece based on the hit musical ‘Wicked!’ With Hollie ‘Defying
Gravity’ and Danielle becoming ‘Popular’, they were a
decided hit with the audience!
Later in the programme, the Newport Post 16 Partnership
were represented by two more students from Newport High
School, Abbey Waters and Hannah Courtney. They performed
a most moving, devised piece called ‘Tribute to the Fallen’
which focused on the wife of a service man. The piece told
her story through poetry, contemporary dance, and a
haunting performance of the classical song ‘Pie Jesu’. This outstanding piece of theatre showed the standard of work that
Newport High School students can aim for and reach. Well done to all four students for being such good ambassadors!

Mrs McAinsh
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Reading for Life
Well done to the Year 7 students who took part in Readathon
earlier this term. This is the UK’s biggest national reading
event which has raised nearly £22 million in the last 25 years
for children and young people with serious illnesses. It works
just like a sponsored swim or walk, but students read books
in exchange for pledges of money.
Students read a variety of material during the Readathon
period – Roald Dahl books, Dr Who stories, the ‘Horrible
Histories’ series and spy adventures by Robert Muchamore to
name just a few.
The final amount raised was £296, so a big ‘thank you’ to all
parents and friends who supported the students and to the
students themselves for all their extra reading!

Mrs Brockley

Are You Sitting
Comfortably?
On Thursday 22nd of April, Year 7 students were
lucky enough to be visited by storyteller David
Ambrose. The experience of being joined by a
professional storyteller was exciting and inspiring,
certainly to myself and any other child that has a
keen interest in English language.
The term storyteller does not capture the whole
essence of David Ambrose’s work. He is a performer
more than anything else; a man who entices you into
the world of fiction, not just with the tales he tells
but the way in which he tells them. I for one
certainly enjoyed that aspect of his narrative.
He told many different stories including Welsh legends set in the emerald forests of Caerleon and Arabian fantasies set in the
golden dunes of Cairo, embracing numerous cultures from around the world.
We look forward to David joining us again in the future.

Joel Boyd - 7JMM

A Cup of Tea and a Good Book!
An enthusiastic group of Year 10 girls have persuaded me to form a ‘Book Club’ for staff & Key Stage 4 pupils. We meet every
Wednesday lunch time in the LRC and discuss our Book Club choice over a cup of tea and a biscuit. Our current read is
‘Nought & Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman. This novel is written with real passion by an author with a personal message about
race and equality. She uses the clever device of turning preconceived ideas of racial prejudice upside down to make sure that
her point is well and truly made. The novel revolves
around two young people from different cultural
backgrounds who grow up together and fall in love;
a love which they must keep secret from the world
for fear of criticism and even repercussions from
within the government. Callum is a Nought, one of
the underprivileged in a society ruled by Crosses,
such as Sephy. Even though they both share the
same ethics and the same love, they must learn
that, in a world eaten up by hatred and bitterness,
some things are never meant to be.
The Book Club is currently running at full capacity,
but if you wish to read along with us and feedback
your comments, please email me on
cp@newporthigh.co.uk
Watch this space for our next read!

Miss Parkhouse
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Trip to Ty Newydd
– The Writer’s Centre for Wales
In March two Year 12 students, Abby Greenhaf and Ellis Secker, were chosen to attend a writer’s workshop at Ty Newydd in
North Wales. The girls were part of a group of 15 students from across Newport who attended the week long course with
tuition from professional writers Mike Jenkins and Anne Caldwell. The course was extremely successful with students making
new friends and taking their writing skills to a new level. By the end of the week the group put together an anthology of
writing (An Anthology of Friends) to showcase their work. In addition to the writing workshops the students also had
responsibility for keeping the house in order. They even had to take it in turns to prepare a meal for the whole group which
included the students, teachers and writers! Everyone’s favourite dish was the delicious sticky toffee pudding, prepared by our
very own Abby and Ellis – well done girls!

Ms J Hopkins
Here are some examples of writing from the girls:

The Painter

To Dream an Emotion

“Behind every exquisite thing that exists, there is something
tragic” mumbled the stranger beside me.
Tragic? I questioned silently, still fully engrossed in the
painting that stood before me. The piece of art was the most
mysterious and discomforting thing I had ever seen. There
was something in the eyes which gave the impression that it
was something not of this world. Almost demon like.
Tragic? I repeated in my head again. Turning to my side, there
stood the person who had muttered the intriguing statement.
It was a frail, old man well into his eighties, wearing an old,
tattered felt hat that sat on his head, slightly tilted so it
covered his eyes. There we stood in this vast room of the
gallery. It was now deserted.

It begins the moment I close my eyes.
A scent of swaying fresh grass welcomes me.
An orchid petal kisses my face whilst passing in the wind.
Juicy blackberries settle on my tongue,
As I float on feathered clouds.
But my eye begins to flicker,
And moist grass begins to wilt.
Unwanted affection rests on my cheek,
And forbidden fruit brands my tongue.
Now I fall from clouds of hope.

By Abby Greenhaf

By Ellis Secker

FONHS Hits 50!
Due to an amazing response from the Year 6 parents’ evening, Friends of Newport High School are proud to announce
they have turned 50! We are delighted to count among our members school governors, Newport High colleagues,
Newport High parents, local community members and parents from our primary feeder schools. With swelling numbers,
we look forward to a really active academic year in 2010-11.
We would like to congratulate Sara Reynolds, the winner of the FONHS Prize Draw - her son Harri joins us from
Millbrook in September. We hope you enjoy the bubbly Sara!
FONHS meets on the second Monday of the month during term time. We provide support to the school at social events
and open evenings and are always looking for more pairs of hands to help out.
Next year we hope to extend our remit to helping raise funds for the school and nominated charities. So, if you have a
skill, idea or a little spare time, why not come along to our final meeting of the academic year on Monday 12th July at
5.30 - meet in reception.

Mrs Katie Charles - Partnership Co-ordinator
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Sports Reports
Young Dragon

Dance, Dance,
Dance!

Joe Foley, Year 7, recently competed in
the Gwent Dragons trial and after playing
very well was selected to represent the
squad for next year. Congratulations and
good luck.

These are the Dance mats that have been purchased by
the school. They are very popular amongst the students
and also make an excellent reward. This is Mrs James'
Year 8 class during a recent lesson. Just look at the
concentration on their faces. Well done girls!

Mr Lawlor

First Place
for Elliott

Mrs James

Well done to Elliott Hardee who came first
in the 1500m at the South East Wales
championships in Brecon. He will now go
on to compete in the Welsh Schools
Athletics Championships. Other achievements for Elliott this
year are:
Welsh School Cross Country Team Captain
UK school games competitor
5th in the British Schools Mile Championships
Well done Elliott and keep up the outstanding work

Mrs James

Year 7 Girls Football Final
The girls trained hard throughout the year and were rewarded with a
place in the final of the Under 13 Newport Schools Football
Tournament. They were playing a very strong team with the majority
of the opposition being from Year 8. The experience will stand the
girls in good stead for next year. Well done girls.

Under 18’s Boys Football.
The senior football team reached the final of the Newport Schools’
Cup this year. The team was filled with a handful of Year 11 pupils
and Newport High took a little time to settle. St Julian’s took the
lead before Lee Evans (Year 11) hit the truest football I have seen in
a school match and the keeper had no chance. The second half was dominated by Newport High School, until 5 minutes
before time, when a deflected cross found its way into the path of the St Julian’s centre forward and broke Newport
High hearts. The boys grew from strength to strength during the game and, with the majority of the team being in
Years 11 and 12, the future looks bright for next season.

Mr Devney

Cycling Success
Sarah Crowley has been selected to be part of the Welsh team for the Inter-Regional
Track Championships in September 2010. She was selected as one of the seven riders on
the team from two races which were held in Wolverhampton and Halesowen,
Birmingham. She met all of the qualification criteria and impressed the selectors with her
performance. She’s hoping to do well in the Championships and is looking forward to
gaining a few medals for Wales.

Mr Devney
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Crindau Sports Day
On Friday 11th June, Newport High School hosted Crindau Primary School’s Sports Day. Both myself and Mr Popham from
Crindau were very nervous on Thursday evening as the weather forecast was not looking promising. We were, however,
blessed with a glorious day and the event was enjoyed by all. Mrs Keane officially introduced the day in the sports hall before
events began on the athletics field. All students took part and there were plenty of white T Shirts covered with 1st 2nd and
3rd stickers by the end of the day. The event was opened up to parents from Crindau Primary and a large number attended to
support the children. Mr Jenkins closed the day by handing out certificates for the most outstanding form for both Key Stage
1 and Key Stage 2. The day was a huge success and all parties are looking forward to next year’s event.
I would like to say a big thank you to our Year 12 Sport and Leisure students who volunteered and helped out by marshalling
the individual events.

Mr Devney

Athletics Triangulars
During the summer term, there have been a number of Triangular Athletic tournaments. The first was held at Bassaleg
School where the Year 7 boys team were victorious with some excellent performances from Regan Price and Joe Foley.
In the other age groups there were victories for the following:
JOSH EVANS – 800M
CHELSEA FORRESTER – Javelin
AARON BETTS - 100M
DAN HATHAWAY – Long Jump
COURTNEY LLOYD JONES – Long Jump
ALEX TURNBULL - Javelin
The second triangular was held at St Joseph’s and, again, Ellis Redman and Regan Price won their events outright.
Good luck to all team members for the remaining Triangular fixtures.

Mr Devney
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