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Princess Officially Opens Newport High
Her Royal Highness Princess Anne officially opened Newport High School on 25th February 2010. The Princess Royal was
given a tour of the school and spent time chatting to students and staff, before hearing a performance from the school
choir of the Newport High School song.
A plaque was unveiled to mark the official
opening of the building and Princess Anne
said it was a “rare treat” to visit a brand
new school. She added: “The key to this
school is the people who work here and
those of you who come here. Please enjoy
the facilities because they will give you a
great start in life and satisfaction to
residents in the community.”
As she left, the Princess was waved off by
pupils from Millbrook, Monnow, Malpas
Church in Wales, Malpas Court, Malpas Park,
Brynglas and Crindau primary schools.
Headteacher Mr Schlick said “We were
delighted that such a high profile figure as
Princess Anne was able to open the school.
I was particularly pleased with the level of
interaction between the Princess and our
students.”

Learning • Believing • Achieving

Welcome to the
Spring Term Newsletter
It is always a pleasure to look back at some of the activities and achievements
enjoyed by our learners, and this term’s newsletter doesn’t disappoint.
The official opening of the school, by HRH Princess Anne, was a particular
highlight. I was really impressed by the amount of time the Princess spent talking
to our students – an experience they will never forget.
We have also hosted a number of visitors who have been to view the facilities and
hear about how the school has improved. These included Leighton Andrews, Minister for Education, and Assembly
Members Rosemary Butler and John Griffiths. The improvement in our results from 29% in 2007, to 51% last year to
what will be over 70% this year is generating interest across Wales.
Many parents and students joined us at our options evening in February. This event allowed us to showcase the exciting
range of subjects we have on offer to students at Key Stage 4. It was also pleasing to see the number of students
across the collaboration at the recent post-16 pathways evening at Rodney Parade. There will be a follow up session at
the school for Year 11 students and parents on April 15th 2010 at 4pm.
I am delighted to see our students continue to succeed in all areas of their learning and thank you for your continued
support.

Gary Schlick

Headteacher
Newport High School

New Staff Member

Dates For Your Diary

My name is Mark Van Ek and I
started teaching in school in
February of this year, having
mainly taught in colleges
before this. I lived in
Zimbabwe before I moved
back to the UK in 1999. I was
also educated in Zimbabwe,
and there are some big
differences between schools in the UK and the
comprehensive school I went to, especially as it was
an ex- military boarding school. Since I have lived in
Wales I have qualified as a Carpenter Joiner and
have worked in the construction industry for a
number of years before moving into teaching. I have
also qualified as a Further Education lecturer. I am
married with two young children aged 2½ and 3mths
old. They take up most of my spare time and I do
enjoy the time I spend with them. I will be teaching
Construction at Newport High and am looking
forward to an exciting and interesting career in the
school.

End of Spring Term.........................26/3/10
Start of Summer Term.....................12/4/10
INSET Day ....................................26/4/10
Half Term ............................3/5/10-7/5/10
Yr 5 & 6 Transition Day ...................18/6/10
INSET Days .....................24/6/10 & 25/6/10
Year 10 Work Experience .....28/6/10 – 2/7/10
Sports Day .....................................9/7/10
End of Summer Term ......................16/7/10
INSET Day ....................................19/7/10
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Hopes for Tolerance and Peace
One of our sixth form students, Ryan Mills, was invited to take part in a Holocaust memorial
service held at St Woolos cathedral in January. The service was attended by the Right
Worshipful the Mayor, Glyn Jarvis, and other local dignitaries and combined readings and
music on the themes of peace, tolerance and hope. Many local schools sent representatives
and the service raised awareness of the suffering of people around the world who have been
victims of discrimination in the past and those still suffering discrimination today.

Newport High Learners
Visit Ryder Cup Hotel
This term, learners who are currently undertaking BTEC
Hospitality visited the luxurious Celtic Manor Hotel,
located on the edge of the Usk Valley. The purpose of this
successful trip was for learners to gain first hand
experience of commercial setting, job roles and
opportunities, products and services and customer
service. The trip was very informative for students as
they gained work related experience which will support
them in the completion of their assignments.

Mrs Paginton

English Events
Yr 11 Mentoring
Students in Year 11 are now receiving extra mentoring sessions to support them on their journey to achieving a C grade
or above at GCSE. The initial focus has been on coursework and extensive exam preparation will begin soon. Good luck
for your exams!
Ty Newydd
Two students in Year 12 have been selected to take part in a residential writing course
during the last week of term. Ellis Secker and Abby Greenhaf will join fourteen other sixth
form students from across Newport on a week long course at Ty Newydd, North Wales
where they will receive expert tuition from two published writers. Abby and Ellis, who are
both English Literature students, will share their adventures with you in the next school
newsletter.
Read a Million Words Together
Over the past five months, ten boys in Year 7 and 8 have been taking part in the ‘Read a
Million Words Together’ project. Working closely with the poet Mike Church and Beano
cartoonist Gary Northfield at Malpas library, they were able to develop their writing and
performing skills. Two of the Year 7 boys, William Hughes and Cory Oliver, performed their
poems at the Riverfront Theatre on Thursday 25th February to a packed crowd. Both boys
received a goodie bag and a standing ovation! Congratulations boys on a job well done!

Miss Hopkins
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Bettws High School Equipment
Put to Good Use in Uganda
In February, Mrs Williams, Mrs Morgan, Mrs Evans, Mr Schlick and Stacey Williams travelled to Uganda to unpack the
container of furniture and equipment Bettws High School donated to King’s Primary School.
Here is an account of their experiences.
I do not think we will ever be able to put into words how much of a life changing experience our trip to Uganda was.
There were so many highlights, together with a few harrowing moments. Uganda is so much more than a country with
a violent history and crippling poverty. We found a beautiful country, dignified people who made us welcome and a
school and staff we are proud to be associated with.
Highlights included enrolling another sixty six year olds (including 10 orphans) knowing that without our furniture and
equipment this would not have been possible.
It was a humbling experience to realise how each and every item placed in the container made such a difference.
Sharing the equipment -and particularly books - with other schools in the area and improving the living standards of
the staff at the site made months of preparation and stress worthwhile.
We are also well on the way to finishing the accommodation block for the staff using some of the additional money
raised.
There was time for some fun too. We were challenged to a football match and how could we lose? 39 degrees in the
shade, with Mrs Williams, Mrs Evans, Stacey Williams and an ex-professional youth player( Mr Schlick!) and Ronald-o
playing on our team! The locals had slashed down the long grass to deter the snakes and word had got out what a high
performance team we were! Thank goodness the result was a respectable one all.
We met many charity workers but were particularly moved by the charity 'Smile Africa', a small charity which supports
Kampala's street children. One of the main ways the charity supports itself is by training older children and widows in
crafts and we have brought back some of their instruments and a batik which will be on display soon in school.
We worked long hours painting and cleaning, braved giant cockroaches and terrifying driving, watched lionesses
hunting in the red sunlight of dawn, had our van charged by a warthog, ate goat stew, rode on the back of the Border
Border bikes, were invited to a Presidential function, visited where the original Tarzan film was made, overlooked the
Congo, and even survived really upsetting a couple of elephants on the banks of the Nile. There were tears when the
poverty was overwhelming and the realisation of just how lucky we are.
Uganda- we just can't wait to visit you again.

Mrs Morgan

Village children at the borehole.

Stacey and Mrs Williams with some friends.
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The Headmasters wife’s baby called Mary. We are all
filthy after cleaning and painting all day.

Party Day — Our chairs being put to good use.

Thank you Bethan!

The school compound.

This is Florence cutting down a large cactus near the
classrooms as they have become a favourite hiding place
for Black Cobra!

More helpers — Our transport, we have fond memories of
some white knuckle rides in this bus and our driver’s
‘Mexican Hat Dance’ ring tone!
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House News
Branwen
I am looking for students to take over the Branwen Blog, so see me or your TfL if
interested.
Behaviour and attendance continues to improve across the House and many of
our students are building up a healthy number of merits. Here are the top merit
earners so far this year.
Let’s look forward to a positive summer term!

Mrs Williams

Jessica Watkins Smith

Jordan Brain

Josephine Russell

Katie Rogers

Laura Watkins

Shaunna Cole

Olwen
Congratulations to the students pictured below for their high level of
attendance this term.
Remember to check the Olwen Blog on the school website to check for House
news.
This space is for YOU!! If you want to add to the Blog, see Gavin Evans or Stacey
Williams (Year 12) and they will publish it for you.

Mr Boschen

Aarron Betts

Aimee Whitehead

Bethany Thomas

Curtis Shiers
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Naomi Mombutshi

Samantha Jo Elliot

Pryderi
Congratulations to
James Downey • Marc Harris
Emma Barne • Rebecca Holder
on their 100% attendance so far this school year.
A big well done to the many other students
whose attendance has improved dramatically
since the move to the new school.

Marc Harris

Rebecca Holder

James Downey

Emma Barne

Keep in touch with all the Pryderi news by
visiting the Pryderi blog from the school website
which is regularly updated by James Downey and
James Nash.
If there is any news regarding the House that you
would like published on the Blog let either of the
boys or Mr Hoskins know.

Mr Hoskins

Taliesin
Congratulations to the following 10 Taliesin students who are amongst the first in the
school to have achieved 100 merits or more. Their efforts and subsequent rewards
ensure that Taliesin House are once again on course to retain the Annual Merit Trophy.

Mr McCormick

Jordan-Lee Woodward

Kelly-Anne Nicholas

Alex Sanders

Chloe Johnson

Christopher Thomas

Harry Wall

Megan Grist

Sddie Went

Sean Johansen

Sophie-Louise Johnson
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Team 7: Term Report
7LSD/ND – so much talent!
We will be focussing on different classes and exploring
students’ special skills and talents in coming newsletters.
To start with, here are some of the talented members of
7LSD/ND.
Kitty Flannelly has had a very busy term. She
triumphantly passed both her Initial Grade Piano and
Grade 3 Violin exams. She is also a member of the Bettws
Gym Club and is a talented dancer.

Jack Barton

Jack Hemmings

Kitty Flannelly

Jack Barton is a member of the Feng Yu Su Kung Fu club
and has achieved a yellow sash and two red tabs.
Jack Hemmings is a member of Taz Tae Kwon Do club and
now has his yellow belt, green stripe.
Conor Donovan, Ben Donovan (7AJH) Kitty Flannelly and
Natalia Iles are all members of GLD Dance School. They
are performing in the show ‘Diamonds on Broadway’ in
the Dolman Theatre in March.
Report by
Abbygail Crimmins and Conor Donovan
(7LSD/ND)
Natalia, Kitty, Conor (all ND) and Ben (AJH)

Tops for merits
Well done to these students who have
achieved most merits in their forms
this term.

Brooke Davies (7KC)

Emily Hurn (7AJH)

Georgia Southway (7CH)

Ian Andrews (7RPA)

Ivan Small (7JMM)

Joel Boyd (7JMM)

Kelsey Munslow (7AJH)

Kristopher Lancaster (7CH)

Megan Prigg (7ND)

Sophie Holyoake (7APW)
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Finding Our Way
All Year 7 pupils have received a free Ordnance Survey
map of the local area.
Here are 7CH receiving theirs.

Our project work: Castles
Motte and Bailey
This term we have been doing a project on castles. We
have been studying the motte and bailey castle and
learning about how it was made. We found out that these
castles were built in the 11th and 12th centuries. They
had a wooden tower which stood on a mound of earth
called a motte. The area inside the fence was called the
bailey and within this were stables, workshops, a well
and sometimes a chapel. These castles were built on hills
to make them easier to defend, but there was a danger
that they could be set on fire by attackers because they
were made of wood.
Holly Satherley-Bell (7JMM)
Newport Castle
Newport Castle stands on the banks of the River Usk,
where it was built in the early 14th century to guard the
settlement and protect the river crossing. Hugh de Audley
built it between 1327 and 1386 and it replaced the bailey
castle on Stow Hill which was destroyed by conflict. The
castle was extended in 1405 after a battle with Owain
Glyndwr.
The centre tower is the gatehouse and small boats could
enter the castle through this gatehouse at high tide. The
castle had an active life for 200 years but now stands in
ruins through neglect.
Daniel Hathway 7AJH
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Purple-Pinkie!
In February, we held a 'Purple-Pinkie/Thanks for Life Day'
in Key Stage 3. Students were raising money to help
eliminate polio and in order to identify with youngsters
across the world who have been immunised, students
dipped their little fingers in purple paint and imprinted
on a display in the Team 7 area.
KS3 students invited all members of staff to come along
to this fundraising event and asked for a contribution of
£1 to print on the display. The cost of immunisation is
only 50p per child and over £200 was raised. Many thanks
to everyone who took part.

Mrs Davies
Assistant Headteacher

Team Effort
The rugby team have made an excellent start to the
season, winning their first two games. First out they
overcame Llantarnam in a hard fought game winning 25 –
0. Then, with their confidence up, they travelled to
Caldicot to play in the first round of the Newport Cup.
The team made an excellent start, scoring two tries in
the opening salvo. Caldicot fought hard to get themselves
back into the game but were met by a mighty Newport
High defence who took every chance they were given and
finished scoring 7 tries in a 35 - 0 victory, with Daniel
Hathway scoring 4 tries.
Next up was St Julian’s at home. The boys prepared well
for the game and were very confident of winning.
Disappointingly, St Julian’s pulled out at late notice as
they didn’t have a team (or had heard of our recent
results).
That means the team now goes into the semi final of the
Newport Cup at their first attempt, an excellent
achievement in itself. Seeing this team in action though, I
am sure they won’t be happy with that and will be
desperate to get into the final. There are rumours that
there is a McDonalds on offer if they win the cup but this
is yet to be confirmed!

Mr Lawlor

Check out the KS3 Blog at www.keystage3newporthigh.blogspot.com or via the link from the school
website. There is information, up-coming events, photos of students at work, celebration of best
attenders and much, much more!
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Ski Grindelwald 2009
After months of careful planning and getting
ourselves fit, the day finally arrived where we
could wave ‘goodbye to Newport High’ and say
‘Hello to Grindelwald’! Having received an
abundance of snow prior to our arrival, the
slopes were perfect for displaying our ‘parallel
turns’ and ‘snowploughs’.
Hotel Jungfrau was our base for the week, a
typical Swiss style hotel located at the bottom
of a beautiful valley with awesome views of the
North Face of Mount Eiger. The three-course
meal each night ensured we were well-fed and
re-charged ready for our exhausting days on the
slopes.
After spending a day on the nursery slopes
getting accustomed to standing on two
unnaturally narrow pieces of plastic, the
beginners group were soon making their way
down the blue and red slopes (some on their
backsides!) Thanks to Simon, (their eternally patient ski-instructor) and their own endless perseverance they
progressed, taking the ski-lifts to the top of the mountains. Meanwhile, the top group were tackling the natural half
pipes on the black runs. The views from the top were breath-taking, but not quite as breath-taking as our journey
down!
The evenings were very entertaining, where we went ice-skating, curling, shopping and took part in an international
Ice Hockey match, Wales V America.
The final night was a night of recognition, where certificates were awarded for most improved male (Ryan Smith),
most improved female (Abbie Ullah) best wipe-out (Jack Buckley) and top tourist of the week (Ashley Frost).
Certificates and prizes were also awarded to all students for completing a week of intensive skiing.
After a week of getting up at 7am, 24hrs of intensive skiing and fun-filled evening activities, students were exhausted
and spent most of the return journey sleeping.
It goes without saying that it was
a highly successful trip. Students
were absolutely fantastic - an
absolute pleasure to take away.
Wherever we went we received
compliments about their
behaviour and politeness. The
students will benefit from this trip
for years to come, not just by
having the ability to ski but, more
importantly, by developing their
independence and self-esteem.
There’s nothing left for me to say,
apart from …” get saving for
Valloire in December 2010!”
If you are interested in joining us
on our next ‘adventure’, come
and see me for a permission letter
ASAP … places are going fast!

Miss Parkhouse
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Eisteddfod
Talent on
Display
On March the 1st we celebrated
the life of Saint David with an
Eisteddfod. There were many
varieties of talent on display
when students from all different
age groups performed. Dancers,
singers and students with talents
in poetry entered the stage and
the array of abilities within the
school was evident.
Also, the students recited things
they had learnt in lessons and you
could see that they had been
taught well! Even the staff
entertained the crowd when
needed. It was the tremendous
group effort that was the impetus
behind the success of the
occasion and you could see on the
crowds many faces, the
enjoyment and satisfaction as
they watched this great, national
event unfold.

Joel Boyd
7JMM
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Dydd
Gwyl Dewi
Perfformiodd dros dau gant o
ddisgyblion ar y llwyfan Dydd Llun i
ddathlu Dydd Gwyl Dewi. Roedd
disgyblion yn canu, adrodd cerddi
yn Saesneg, Cymraeg a Ffrangeg,
dawnsio, a chanu llawer o
offrynau! Perfformiodd staff hefyd,
mewn eu llysoedd. Roedden nhw’n
canu mewn cor, canu offerynnau a
dawnsio! Roedd cystadlaeth cryf
rhwng y llysoedd, ond yn y diwedd
enillodd Llys Olwen.
Over 200 pupils took to the stage
Monday to celebrate St David’s
Day. Students were singing,
reciting poems in English, Welsh
and French, dancing and lots of
instruments were played. The staff
also performed in their
‘Houses’. They sang in a choir,
played instruments and
danced. The competition between
houses was very strong, but in the
end Olwen were the overall
winners.

Mrs Edwards
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Team 8: Term Report
8RM Keep Busy
In this newsletter, we are focussing on the achievements of 8RM – and what a talented form they
are!
The following pupils have taken part in sporting clubs or 5x60 activities this year:
Teams
Football - Daniel Cowan/ Aston Mabe
Rugby - Harry Marchant
Netball - Bethan Hillman/ Katie Johansen

Adam Coles

5 x 60
Swimming - Adam Coles/ Harry Marchant/ Aston Mabe/ Scott Davies
Dodgeball/Table Tennis - Aston Mabe/ Harry Marchant/ Scott Davies
Activities Outside School
Adam Coles - Newport Hockey Team
Harry Marchant - Bettws Rugby Club / Cwmcarn Downhilling (mountain biking)
Aston Mabe - Albion Rovers
Achievements
Adam Coles has become a qualified scuba diver
Daniel Cowan - won the Tredegar Golf Club 36 hole tournament in October. He beat 15 other
golfers to take the title!
Phoebe Lampitt has passed her Grade 1 Piano exam and has gained a green belt in Tae Kwon Do.
Well done to you all.

Daniel Cowan

Mrs Morris

Phoebe Lampitt

Merits and More Merits!
Here are the students who have achieved most merits this
term. What a brilliant effort!

Andi-Lee Jordan (8GN)

Sophie Pardue (8LP AMC)

Annalise Truman (8GN)

Charlotte Clayden-Wall (8SP)

Chloe Winnett (8JOH))

Jade Hodge (8RM)
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Sophie Harrhy (8HMC)

In the Spotlight
Students from 8JOH interview their Tutor for Learning,
Miss Hopkins
Why did you leave your old school to come here?
Well, I felt like a change! I’d been in my old school for
eight years so wanted a new challenge. I was really
inspired by the new school and the new curriculum and
wanted to be a part of it.
When you came here was it what you expected?
No, at first I was shocked by the old school building – it
was horrific! The new school is amazing - it is better than
I expected.
What are your hobbies after school?
I enjoy spending time with family and friends and
watching Wales playing rugby. I also enjoy singing when
my voice is up to the challenge.
Are you in the job for the money or do you love
working with children?
I don’t think any teacher could do the job if they did not
want children to achieve their best. I love my job so
money doesn’t really come into it.
Why did you become a teacher?
I really liked being in school and some of my teachers said
I could do the job well. I love being in school because
every day is different; you never really know what to
expect.
Would you take a bullet for us?
Every time.
What is an interesting thing about you?
I can make balloon animals (yes really!) and I have been
to Antarctica.

Have you met anyone famous?
Yes. I met Ant and Dec at the Celtic Manor when they
were doing the All Stars Golf Tournament a few years ago.
I also met Ronan Keating from Boyzone. He is really
friendly.
Where is your favourite place in the world?
My favourite place is Italy. I went there when I was 16 on
a student exchange but I have never been back because it
is quite expensive.
Would you rather go to watch a film or read a book?
It depends on my mood! I love reading but do not have
much time to read as much as I would like.
Interviewed by Marcus Fouweather,
Sophie-Leigh Lane, Chloe Winnett and Holly Palmer
(Questions put together by 8JOH)

Our day at Nash College
Late last term we were lucky enough to go to Nash College for a Careers Day. We had to pick two subjects each that
interested us. Most of the girls chose Childcare, Beauty and Hair and most of the boys picked Mechanics and
Engineering, but there were a lot more options that we could pick from.
Emily and I chose Nails (Beauty) and Caring for Children. In the session on Nails we learnt how to paint, cover and
design nails without damaging them. For the design we did Christmas designs because it was so close to Christmas. It
was really fun to paint your friends’ nails and they could do yours.
In Childcare we learnt how to look after a child and how to amuse
them or keep them busy by giving them things to do, such as
colouring. We also learnt how to keep them safe by not letting them
near harmful things.
Emily and I also chose the Hair option. We had mannequin heads with
hair to plait. We made fishtail, French and fringe plaits. It was really
fiddly but we managed to style the hair in the end.
It was a brilliant day and all of us learnt a lot from it and from each
other. When we got back on the bus to come home, all of us shared
what we had learnt during the day.

Nia Howells and Emily Waller
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Learning to Work Together
Year 8 had their Enterprise Day in February, where role
models came into school to work with students. During
the day, small groups of students worked together to
design and assemble a prototype product – a roller
coaster. They marketed their creations by deciding a
name for their theme park, opening times and prices.
Students created posters and prepared and delivered a
presentation to their form group. They thoroughly
enjoyed the day and gained from the knowledge provided
by the role models.
The winning team came from 8HMC and consisted of: Tom
Berry, Lucy Edwards, Cortney Williams, Nikita Pritchard,
Courtney Johnson, Shantelle Healy and Sekinat Olatunde.

Miss Butcher

My name is Shannon Dyer, and my name is Sekinat Olatunde.
We are both from 8HMC.
In February we had a Work Related Day. We had to work in groups to design and make roller coasters with logos,
maps and information for visitors. We had nearly all day to made and design our roller coasters and then we had a
little competition in our form to see who would represent the form in the overall competition between all of the
Year 8 classes.
The winning theme park was based on Adventure. Our roller coaster was also based on Adventure and was called
Adventure Attention!!
We had a fab day. Some of the skills and qualities we developed were:
• Enterprise
• Construction
• Teamwork
• Communication
• Listening
• Marketing
• Perseverance
• Business
• Production
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• Collaboration
• Imagination
• Creativity

Student Success
It is with great delight that I can report that one of our Year 13 students, Helen Wood, has
been offered a place to study Psychology at Oxford University. Helen has participated in a new
school initiative specifically aimed at preparing candidates for entry to Oxbridge (a scheme
which has included a visit to Oxford, talks by tutors and practice interviews). At the end of two
gruelling days of interviews, she was offered a place at Corpus Christi College - well done
Helen!
In light of the scheme's success, we are now starting to prepare current Year 12 students in the
same way and hope to be able to report on more success in the future.

Mr Pemberton

Key Stage 3 Science
The science department have been making full use of the
fantastic new facilities that the new school has to offer.
Team 7 have been working on the theme “Science and Me” which
has involved learning about the way in which the human body
works, what our possessions are made of and science in the
home.
Year 8 have been learning about Celebrity Science, under topic
titles such as “Newport’s Next Top Model” and “I’m a celebrity…
get me out of here!”
“I really enjoyed the practical where we looked at what affects
the speed of different shaped objects”. (Cortney Williams 8HMC)
“I enjoyed the ‘Pimp my Ride’ topic the most and I am looking
forward to doing ‘I’m a Celebrity’.” (Ellis Redman 8HMC)

Learning from History
In March 2010, two of our sixth form students will participate in a prestigious
national scheme called 'Lessons from Auschwitz', aimed at encouraging a
wider understanding of the Holocaust and its impact on the modern world.
Bethan Colborne and Helen Wood will be participating in two seminar days
(on the second of which they will be asked to present their conclusions to
other students from across Wales). In between these sessions is a field trip to
the infamous Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland. We are sure that both
students will find the experience rewarding, and will make valuable
contributions on behalf of Newport High.
Helen Wood and Bethan Colborne.

Mr Pemberton
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School Council
6th Form Uniform
During March, a representative from Brigade (uniform
suppliers) gave a presentation, with samples, to the
school council on 6th form uniform. Do we want uniform
in the 6th form and, if so, what options are available to
us? If you want your say on 6th form uniform please raise
it with your form reps to take forward to the school
council as Brigade will be returning shortly with further
information.

Newport 9
Seven volunteers from the School Council have had an
extremely important role this term. They have been
involved in developing teaching and learning in Newport
High School by developing a student version of the
Newport High School 9, the list of staff expectations of
students. To do this they have had to observe staff
teaching in their classrooms and then provide feedback.
This was a very daunting task for these volunteers but
even more so for the staff. Thanks to everyone that took
part in this exciting development and the student version
of the Newport 9 will be available soon.

Website
Check out the new section of the school website
on Student Voice and School Council to keep upto-date with news and developments.

Charity
This term our focus is on Sport Relief and the challenge is to run a mile to raise
money. The School Council have decided to go one better and run the marathon
distance of 26 miles and try and beat the world record marathon time between us.
There was so much enthusiasm for this that we have had to put on 2 events, one
outside race and one in the brand new fitness suite using the treadmills. Money will
be raised through sponsorship for this event and thank you to all the parents and
pupils who have sponsored us so far. Watch out in the next edition for results and
photos. Good luck to all those taking part, especially the staff!!!
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Head Boy and Head Girl

Link Governor

What does this position of responsibility mean to you?

Thanks to Brenda
Stevens, our Student
Voice link governor, for
her valuable input to our
meetings this year.

Joseph Melia
Being Head Boy has really opened my eyes to why school
is so important and how much work goes on behind the
scenes to keep everything running smoothly. I know that
this opportunity will guide me through university with a
level head and will give me valuable experience that will
be useful in the world of work. It is a great opportunity as
it shows future employers that I can take on responsibility
and use initiative, both of which are valuable skills in the
workplace. One of the recent perks of being Newport
High Head Boy is that I met Princess Anne at the opening
of the new school.

SNAG
A select group of students from the School Council have
formed a SNAG (School Nutrition Action Group). They are
involved with promoting healthy eating around the school
and, primarily, in the Food Court. They function like a
small organisation with a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer,
Promotions team etc. We have met with Mrs Ash (Head of
the school Food Court) to see how best to develop
healthy eating. One of the main ideas for this term is to
have a theme day. We decided the theme for the first
trial is ITALY. So watch this space for ‘A Taste of Italy’
coming soon to the Food Court. There will be Italian
music, colours, and food. Other countries will follow,
America...France...Spain...
Also, Team 7 & 8 should watch out for Rainbow Week!
Each day, a colour of the rainbow will be selected and the
challenge is to bring in and eat a piece of fruit or
vegetable that matches that colour.
Happy healthy eating!

Zenab Farzal
I have found the position of Head Girl rewarding in many
ways. I feel I have gained in recognition and have raised
my profile around the school. My communication with
students, peers, staff and senior management has
improved no end which has also developed my
confidence. The added responsibility and challenge has
helped me become more mature in dealing with everyday
issues and has provided me with key skills that will
benefit me in university and my future career.
Many thanks to Joe and Zenab for all their hard work for
the School Council this year.

Mrs James
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Transition Activities

Miss A Hennah

Miss A M Cox

Mr M Whitehead

Mrs C Hale

Mrs J Morris

day that coincides with the start of National Sports Week.
We are looking forward to their visit and hope that this
will become an annual event. In addition to this, NHS 6th
form art students will be working at the infant school
from the beginning of June to produce a mural.

Mrs L Williams

Mrs R Paginton

University of Wales Newport (Canolfan Dyscovery
Centre)
We are working closely with The Dyscovery Centre at the
University of Wales to develop online testing for students
with specific learning difficulties which will help teachers
support their learners. All students in our cluster will also
have the opportunity to try out some new computer
games online to assist with the transition process. We
hope these will be available by the end of March.

Mrs K Charles

Team 7 Staff for 2010/2011
Team 7 has been identified and visits to primary schools
have been underway since February half term. Staff will
introduce themselves during their initial visits and
organise some team building activities. Transition
activities will be based around the all new Ryder Cup
Transition Pack which has been developed by a working
party of teachers from Newport schools and Gareth
Coombes from the LEA. The pack is a combination of
activities and competitions that have been endorsed by
the Ryder Cup Committee. The team are excited about
meeting and working with our new students!

Malpas Park Fairtrade Football Tournament
On Friday 29th January, Malpas Park Primary school
hosted the 'Fairtrade Football Tournament 2010' at
Newport High School. They used the fantastic new
Astroturf facilities available and the tournament was a
great success. Five schools from the Bettws cluster took
part in the tournament; Malpas Park Primary School,
Malpas Church of Wales Primary School, Monnow Primary
School, Brynglas Primary School and Malpas Court Primary
School. The teams played each other once and every
game was played in fantastic spirit. The results left
Malpas Park Primary School and Malpas Church of Wales
School clear at the top of the table and these two schools
played out an enthralling final. The game ended level at
two all and the resulting penalties were also extremely
close. In the end, Malpas Park Primary School prevailed
6-5 on penalties. They were presented with the 'Malpas
Park Fairtrade Tournament' trophy and it is hoped that
this will become an annual event after its great success.

Transition Day
Years 5 and 6 will visit Newport High School on June 18th
for a day of Transition activities. It is our intention to
mirror last year’s activities for Year 6 students, building
the ICE BRIDGE and taking part in activities provided by
bigfoot-theatre.co.uk. We will run a series of team
building activities for Year 5 students.

Other News

Mr Waring

Malpas Church Infants
Malpas Church Infants have booked Newport High School
facilities for their Sports Day on Monday 28th of June. All
163 students and staff will be using our facilities on the

Transition Coordinator
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Get Active!
Since opening, the Active Living Centre has gone from
strength to strength, with numbers of customers visiting
the site increasing each month. During November, 1499
customers/visitors came to the site and by February this
had risen to 4528.
The fitness timetable has been extended to cope with
demand. Zumba classes have increased so much in
popularity that additional classes have been set up:
during last November, 139 customers/members
participated in Zumba compared to 567
customers/members in February 2010!
The gym has also followed the general trend of increasing
popularity, while the sports hall has been booked by a
number of different clubs and sports during the winter
months. Clubs housed at the A.L.C include Badminton,
Football, Basketball, Gymnastics and Cricket, with a Judo
club re-locating to the facility soon.
Swimming and aquatic activities have steadily increased.
A range of aquatic clubs are using the pool, including City
of Newport Swim Club, Newport Water Polo Club and
Triathlon Club. Public swim times have now been
established and the pool timetable is currently under
review to see if some more adult only and public swim
sessions can be added.
From September 2010 the facility will also be able to
offer a Multi Use Games Area (M.U.G.A) and pitches for
rugby and football with excellent drainage.
For more information, please contact 01633 656757
or visit www.newport.gov.uk/leisure

Play Time!
On Thursday February 4th, the drama studio became the
venue for a workshop evening of five adapted plays
performed by the BTEC post-16 collaboration students.
The evening was an open assessment event where the
students were marked on their ability to engage an
audience in the performance of a written script. The
performances ranged from intense psychological drama to
hilarious, bawdy romps and were a real treat for the
small invited audience. The next project for this group
will be a larger variety performance and rehearsals are
already under way - so watch this space!

Mrs L McAinsh
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Sports News
Year 7 Girls Football
The girls have been training hard since September but unfortunately opposition have been hard to come by. We do
have a friendly against Gwynllyw after half term and are into the semi finals of the Newport Cup.
(Training Wednesday 3 - 4pm).
Boys Football
The boys have had a mixed season thus far and the weather has played its part in making it a frustrating time for all
year groups. There have been some successes and the U18 boys and U13 Girls are through to the semi finals of the
Newport Cup. The talented yet somewhat inconsistent U16 boys team are through to the quarter finals of the same
tournament. We are coming to the crunch end of the season and there is a lot to be played for.

Mr Devney

Year 7 Hockey
Newport High School Girls hockey is up and running! The Year 7’s
have started training this term and have been entered into the
Newport Schools Hockey League. The first game was a bit of a
baptism by fire, with a home fixture against Rougemont. The girls
performed superbly and did well to go into half time only a goal
down. An excellent second half performance by all the team and
goals from Michelle and Natalia got Newport High into the game
and the final score was 2 – 2. The second game was played with a
light dusting of snow on the Astroturf against Newbridge
Comprehensive School. The girls played extremely well, especially
during the first half and were 3 – 0 up at the interval. The second
half was a closer contest but Newport High kept up their high standard and ran out eventual winners 5 – 1, with some
good individual performances. This successful start has led to an increase in participation and with one game left in
the league the future looks bright. (Training Thursday 3 - 4pm).
Well done girls and keep up the hard work.

Mr Devney

Year 7 & 8 Netball
The Year 7 and 8 netball squads train every Thursday from 3-4pm in the
Sports Hall. This term they have been really lucky to have some
additional coaching from three of our 6th form students who are
currently working towards achieving their leadership qualification.
They are Georgia Duggan, Zara Grant and Chelsea Waite. The Year 7’s
currently have one squad and Year 8 have both an A and B squad. More
fixtures are scheduled for after half term and all new players are more
than welcome.

Mrs James
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Cycling Champion Aims For Olympics 2016
In December I was asked to attend a 3 day camp at Newport Velodrome, with hope of being selected for the British
Cycling Olympic Talent Team. This Camp consisted of 3 days of solid racing, including endurance and sprint events.
British Cycling coaches were assessing my progress and determination, so I knew that I had to race at my best to be in
with a chance of being selected. During the camp, I’d achieved a new Personal Best in the 500m time trial – 37.99
seconds – which would’ve earned me a gold medal at the British Track Nationals in 2009. This seemed to go down well
with the coaches.
In January, I received a letter accepting me onto the British Olympic Talent Team. I now have to attend training camps
as far away as Manchester with 30 other riders who are on the national team, and have a strict training programme for
5 or 6 days a week.
My next goal is to become National Champion and be selected for the Olympic
Development Programme in October, where I’ll have the chance to race
internationally in places such as Moscow and Poland.
Recent achievements:
Welsh U16 Girl Track Champion
Welsh Ladies 1km Track Champion
UK School Games 500m Champion
UK School Games Team Sprint Champion
UK School Games Team Pursuit – 2nd
UK School Games Sprint – 3rd
British National Track Championships U16 Girls 500m – 3rd
British National Track Championships U16 Girls Sprint – 4th
British National Track Championships U16 Girls Scratch Race – 5th
Iceland Track Championships – 1st
Icebreaker Omnium Series 1 – 1st (overall)

Sarah Crowley
(Branwen – LJ)

GCSE PE
All of the GCSE PE pupils recently went
on a trip to Spytty Athletics Stadium
where they were gathering evidence and
marks for their upcoming GCSE practical
exam. All pupils were well behaved and
were a credit to Newport High School.
There were some outstanding
performances on the day so keep an eye
out for the stars in future Olympics.
Good luck to all pupils for their exam
this half term.
Don’t forget that last big push to get
your best marks possible for the theory
exam.

Mrs James and Mr Devney
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5x60 Report and Summer Programme

5x60 Student of the Term

Since becoming Newport High School 5x60 officer back in
October 2009, we have had a variety of exciting and
enjoyable sessions running every night after school.
There have been 13 sports sessions a week, weather
permitting, since November and sessions have ranged
from Year 7 and 8 ‘Learn to Swim’ to 6th Form Fitness
Club.
I want more and more students to take part in
extracurricular activities in the coming months, so get
involved!

There are a number of students who
have shown great commitment and
promise during the last term, whether
for behaviour, talent, volunteering or
willingness to learn. With that being
said, one student has stood out in
terms of behaviour and talent for one
sport in particular, water polo, which I hope will lead him
into a community club.

Competition
I have set up a Facebook group for all students who have
a Facebook account. The page details our activities and
how you can get involved.
Search for: ‘5x60-Newport High School’ on Facebook and
join the group.
All students who join will be entered into a draw and the
student whose name is drawn out of a hat at random will
win a piece of sports equipment of their choice - within
reason, obviously! So, everyone join the 5x60 Newport
High School group and enter the competition.

Earl Palmer

5x60 student of the winter term is Daniel Ryan 7CH.

Btec Sport
and Leisure
At the half way point in
their course, all 30 Year 9
and 10 students are having
a great time whilst
learning about different
aspects of the sport and
leisure programme. To date, students have covered
practical sport, planning and leading a sport event, the
body and sport and first aid and injuries.
Pictured are Jevade Rule Wright and Aiden Rogers of
Year 9 getting to grips with some basic first aid
procedures.

5x60 Officer

Mr McCormick

Summer Activities Programme — Running after Easter Holidays
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

TableTennis/
Badminton
3-5pm — Sports Hall

Girls Street Dance
3-4pm — Dance Studio
Yrs 7 & 8

Swimming
3-4pm — Pool
Yrs 7 & 8

Cricket Nets
3-4pm — Sports Hall

Boys Boxing
3-4pm — Dance Studio
Yrs 7 & 8

Breakdance
3-4pm — Dance Studio

Boys Basketball
3-4pm — Sport Hall
Yrs 9-13

6th Form Fitness
3-4pm — Gym

Girls Boxing
3-4pm — Dance Studio
Yrs 8-10

Learn To Swim
3-4pm — Pool
Yrs 7 & 8

6th Form Fitness
3-4pm — Gym

Boys Flag Football
3-4pm — Astro
Yrs 7 & 8

Athletics Club Sports
3-4pm — Hall/Field

6th Form Fitness
3-4pm — Gym
Boys Football
3-4pm — Astro
Yrs 9-11

Newport High School
Bettws Lane
Newport
NP20 7YB
Tel:01633 820100
www.newporthigh.co.uk
info@newporthigh.co.uk

